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King awards Bir Medal of First Order 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein, the 
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces on Satur- 
day received Deputy Chief of Staff of the Turkish 
Anuy^Cevdc Bit and conferred upon him the Military 
(meat) Medal of the First Order. The audience was 
attended by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Royal Court Chief Fayez Tarawneh, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai Kaabneh (see story on page 3). 
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Happy Easter 

THE JORDAN TIMES will not be published on Mon- 
day, April 20, 199S in celebration of the Easter holi- 
day on Sunday. April 19ih. The Editor and Staff of the 
Jordan Times wish its readers and advertisers a very 
happy Easter. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


King, Cohen discuss stalled peace 


process and military cooperation 

Cohen: Iraqi president must produce proof that chemical and 
biological weapons are destroyed before sanctions are eased 


His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan discuss bilat- 
eral military cooperation with visiting LLS. Defence Secretary William Cohen on Satur- 
day. Mr. Cohen leaves for Egypt today (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
met with visiting U.S. 
Defence Secretary W illiam 
Cohen and discussed with 
him the stalled peace 
process and military coop- 
eration between the two 
countries. 

During the meeting, 
which was also attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Chief of 
Staff Field Marshal Abdul 
Hafiz Mirai Ka’abneh, Mr. 
Cohen was briefed on the 
role of the armed forces to 
maintain peace and stabili- 
ty in the region. 

Senior army officers also 
briefed the U.S. official on 
'‘Jordan's understanding” 
of the region's security and 
the Kingdom's stand 
towards eliminating 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion from die Middle East, 


Earlier, during a press 
conference with Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. the U.S. official 
said that Jordan and the 
U.S. are partners in peace 
and stability in the Middle 
East and his visit to die 
Kingdom was to reaffirm 
“the two states’ shared 
goals for the future.” 

“The cooperation 

between the U.S. and Jor- 
dan is very strong and pro- 
ductive... We have worked 
very hard to provide Jordan 
with its defence require- 
ments including the deliv- 
ery of F-16 aircraft,” he 
added. 

“In respect to Jordan’s 
(military) requirements, 

our evaluation is based 
upon the request made by 
the . Jordanian militar y 
experts,” Mr. Cohen said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Cohen 
said that his country will 
maintain its military pres- 
ence in the Gulf until it is 


assured that Iraq fully 
complies with U.N. resolu- 
tions. 


Speaking at a joint press 
conference with Dr. Majali. 
Mr. Cohen said that U.S.- 


spearheaded sanctions will 
(Continued on page 7) 



In answer to King’s letter: 

Majali pledges to start drawing 
new press law ‘immediately’ 


Majali reiterates Jordan’s 
full support for PNA 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — The government on Saturday reiterated 
Jordan's full support of the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestin- 
ian people and in its national aspirations. 

In an open letter addressed to His Majesty King Hussein, 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali said his government 
will continue “its agenda of Jordanian-Palestinian cooper- 
ation... ensuring that we stand with them ( the Palestinians) 
as supporters, and not as opportunist.” 

Dr. Majali 's statements came in response to King Hus- 
sein's open letter to the premier on Wednesday in which he 
cited attempts by the local media to sabotage Jordanian- 
PNA relations. 

“We are suiprised to see writers misleading the public 
with their writings in our newspapers and weeklies attack- 
ing the Palestinian leadership, and slandering them and 
casting suspicion on them,” the King's letier read. 

“This behaviour might suggest to our Palestinian brothers 
that we adopt a policy contrary to what we declare, or that 
we do not respect our decisions and commitments. It 
might look... that we have ambitions or seek to weaken 
them or to negatively affect their position at the most cru- 
cial stage they are going through,” continued the King’s let- 
ter. 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali on 
Saturday pledged that his 
government would start 
immediate work on a new 
press and publications law 
that would “safeguard the 
interests, of the Kingdom^ 
in line with the guidelines 
set by His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

“The government will 
immediately start to draft a 
new press law that seeks to 
institutionalise both the 
press and the media to 
ensure journalism becomes 
a profession that is carried 
out on the basis of knowl- 
edge and of serving the 
truth as wed as promoting 
the interests of the nation.” 
On Wednesday, King 
Hussein urged the govern- 
ment to come up with a 
new draft law to regulate 
the media after the High 
Court in January revoked 
tough revisions introduced 
to the 1993 press and pub- 
lications law while Parlia- 
ment was in recess last 
May. 

In his letter to the prime 
minister. King Hussein 
criticised the way papers 
publish news items that 
attack friendly states which 
he said were harmful to 
relations with those states, 
and asked the government 
to issue a new law that 
would serve as a deterrent 
to anybody trying to tam- 
per with Jordan’s relations 
with other Arab countries 
or harm national unity. 

“We are suiprised to see 
writers misleading the pub- 
lic with their writings... 
attacking the Palestinian 
leadership and slandering 
them and casting suspicion 
about them.” 

“We believe the repeated 
offences and slandering 
can only serve the enemies 
of Palestine and Jordan 
alike,” he said. 

In response to the King's 
letter. Dr. Majali said the 
Cabinet is taking all neces- 
sary and legal measures in 
order to come up with a 
law that should put an end 
to “misleading news items 


harmful to the national fab- 
ric.” 

“The government will not 
hesitate in taking all those 
offenders to court in order 
to make sure they are pun- 
ished for their harmful 
writings,” he said. 

He added: “We are sure 
that most of those working 
in media are honourable 
people, who are concerned 
about the country and its 
well-being, and who would 
not allow outsiders 
amongst them.” 

Meanwhile. Seif Sharif, 
head of the Jordanian Press 
Association (JPA), cabled 
die King yesterday promis- 
ing cooperation with the 
government on drafting the 
new law. He pledged total 
honesty and loyalty in 
delivering news and on 
ensuring a free and more 
responsible media. 

“Our eternal goal as you 
have stated more than once, 
is to lift the ceiling of free- 
dom of expression and 
have no limits but the 
skies,” Mr. Sharif said, 
adding that such freedom 
has to be controlled by 
responsible and balanced 
writing. 

He added that the media 
body will work on main- 


taining Jordan's national 
unity and prevent anyone 
from threatening. 

“Sir, we will not allow 
the pen of an infiltrator, a 
coward or a resentful indi- 
vidual to divide our unity.” 

Mr. Sharif stressed the 
necessity to introduce 
harsh penalties that would 
ensure balanced writings 
and an end to harmful and 
misleading news items. 
“Our laws will rise to 
weed-out all those mis- 
guided, and the whole 
media body will stand 
steadfast and face any 
attempts of tampering by 
those who are not loyal." 

According to Dr. Majali 
the government will seek to 
present the draft law to Par- 
liament as soon as possible. 

It is expected that King 
Hussein will summon Par- 
liament for an extraordi- 
nary session this summer to 
look into a host of draft 
laws including the new 
press law. 

The government has 
remained tight-lipped on 
the new draft law, AI Arab 
A1 Yawm Arabic daily, 
however, said Saturday the 
proposed law was “ready in 

(Continued on page 7) 


Blair: Mideast peace 
deadlock threatens 
regional stability 


JEDDAH (AFP) — British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair met 
Soldi Crown Prince Abdullah 
Ben Abdul Aziz here Saturday 
on the second leg of a Middle 
East tour aimed ai kick-starting 
the Arab-lsraeli peace process. 

Ml Blair and the crown 
prince held a first round of talks 
in the Red Sea city of Jeddah 
alter the prime minister, 
accompanied by his wife 
Cberie, flew in firm Cairo, the 
official news agency SPA sad. 

In Egypt. Mr. Blair as current 
president of die European 
Union (Eli) warned Middle 
East leaders that the deadlock 
in the peace process posed a 
threat to the stability of the 
entire region. 

“We know this is an extreme- 
ly difficult situation, but it is 
extraordinarily important for 
everyone to understand that the 
whole stability of the region is 
at risk unless there is real 
progress on peace.” he said. 

lsraeli-Palesrinian peace 
talks have been frozen since 
March 1997 when Israel's 
right-wing nationalist govern- 
ment began building the Jewish 
settlement Jahal Abu Ghndm 
in Arab east Jerusalem. 

Ml Blair is due to begin 
three days of talks in Israel and 
the Palestinian territories on 
Sunday. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook said Friday that 
Me Blair would be focusing on 
“key economic pressure 
points” notably the opening of 
an industrial state and airport in 
the Gaza Strip. 

On the Jeddah visit, ahead of 
a stopover in Jordan on Sun- 
day, die prime minister was to 
hold talks on the peace process 
and bilateral relations with the 
crown prince and King Fabd. 

Saudi Arabia has expressed 
concern over the stagnation of 
the U.S.-brokered peace 
process. Wanting Israeli intran- 
sigence. and urged the EU ro 
become more engaged. 

Bacon's ambassador to 
Riyadh. Andrew Green, said 
Ml Blair’s visit would under- 
line the longstanding relation- 
ship between the two countries 
and “confirm our commitment 
to the security of the Gulf” 

Ml Green said the case of 
the two British nurses held in 
Saudi jafl since December 
1996 over the murder of an 


Australian colleague would 
also be raised in Ml Blair's 
talks. 

“I would not exaggerate its 
importance. There are many 
much mere important maners 
to be dealt with between die 
two governments.” he said. 

“Having said that, there's no 
doubt that it’s a cfifficuli con- 
sular case. 1 hope that in the 
interests of both sides, it can be 
disposed of as soon as possi- 
ble.” Mr. Green said. 

Bur the Saudi ambassador to 
London. Ghazi Qossaibi, said 
Friday that Mr. Blair would not 
try to interfere in tbe case. 

“This affair is being treated in 
accordance with Saudi judicial 
rules, without interference 
from anyone.” Qossaibi told 
SPA ‘'The British government 
understands exactly this posi- 
tion.” 

Mr. Green, meanwhile, 
denied tbe fell in oil prices 
would have a major impact on 
Britain's arms sale to Saudi 
Arabia under the giant AI 
Yamamah contract, worth an 
average two billion pounds 
(S3.3 billion.) a year. 

"Obviously the fell in oil 
prices will affect the scale of 
that project and will affect the 
scale of government expenses 
in Saudi Arabia,” the world's 
leading oil exporter, he said in 
an interview with AFP. 

But AJ Yamamah is “a long- 
term project and it s going very 
well” he said 

AI Yamamah. which was 
signed in 1984, covers tbe sup- 
ply of defence equipment until • 
2001 . It includes the delivery of 
fighter planes, minesweepers 
and Challenger tanks. 

On the overall trade from, 
Britain's expons to Saudi .Ara- 
bia rose to some four billion 
pounds ($6.7 billion) in 1997. 
in defence equipment, pharma- 
ceuticals. machinery and food 
products, according to the 
British embassy'. 

Imports from Saudi Arabia, 
including ofl. food products 
and manufactured goods, were 
worth around one billion 
pounds ($1 .68 billion) last yean 

Mr. Green also noted thre 
London is hosting a ministerial 
meeting between the EU and 
die six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) at the end 
of April. 


Prince Hassan: Peace should bring 
justice, respect for people’s rights 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan has said that peace in 
the Middle East should brine 
about justice and respect for 
the rights of all peoples of the 
area, stressing that Jordan will 
continue to extend all possible 
support to the Palestinian peo- 
ple and work to help build a 
real peace char people will fed, 
support and believe in. 

In a televised address to a 
conference on the religious 
dimensions of violence, peace 
and security which was organ- 
ised over the weekend by the 
None Dame University and 
the Joan B. Kroc Institute for 
International Peace Studies, 
Prince Hassan said that “peace 
does not only mean the end of 
hostilities but also tbe end of 
humiliation and restoration of 
human dignity.” 

“After a half century of suf- 
fering. the .Arab people of 
Palestine have every human 
right to a dignified life," the 
Crown Prince said “Historical 
legacy and geographical prox- 
imity dictate that we in Jordan 
have a moral responsibility 
towards tbe Palestinian peo- 
ple. My country will continue 
to bear that responsibility until 
a just and lasting peace that 
recognises the legitimate 
right; of the Palestinian people 
is achieved.” Prince Hassan 
told the conference in which 


academicians. intellectuals 
and religious scholars from 
various universities and 
research centres discussed 
inter-religious co-operation 
and human rights initiative 
among other topics. 

The Crown Prince also 
stressed that real peace is tbe 
peace of the people because it 
will have no chance of success 
unless people believe in it and 
support it. “If people con- 
coned do not feel consulted, 
do not feel their worries and 
concerns are taken into 
account, peace would have no 
chance of success” 

Reiterating his call for the 
adoption of a regional code of 
conduct that outlines the rights 
and obligations entailed in 
being pan of this region. 
Prince Hassan pointed to the 
need for a new peaceful 
regional order that should 
have the human dimension as 
its cornerstone. 

Prince Hassan emphasised 
the importance of dialogue 
and interfeith interaction in 
building new bridges of co- 
operation on the basis of 
respect for die rights of all 
building on the conimonalties 
and respecting the differences. 

But for dialogue to achieve 
its objectives. Prince Hassan 
said, it needs to start by high- 
lighting shared and common 
values, as preparatory mea- 


sures for breaking new 
grounds by “tac kling not only 
the soft issues thai unite, but 
also the hard ones dial sepa- 
rate.” 

The process of breaking 
new ground, however, ‘tuns 
the risk of being irrelevant if 
confined to a small circle of 
like-minded intellectuals-, in 
isolation from the masses 
around them." Prince Hassan 
said. The public has to be 
involved. 

Prince Hassan rejected the 
. distorted images that some cir- 
cles spread about Islam, 
explaining that Islam is a reli- 
gion of peace and tolerance. 
As a result of tins distortion, 
he said, many Muslims in 
Western societies have been 
subjected to discrimination, 
harassment and even violence. 

The Crown Prince, who has 
launched an initiative aimed 
■at tbe formation by the Inter- 
national Parliamentary Union 
i of a committee to work 
against discrimination ^ gpin<t 
.Islam, said (he West must 
understand the true image of 
'Islam and reject the distorted 
presentation of it, underlining 
the importance of human 
interaction and dialogue in 
replacing misconceptions with 
a true understanding of the 
religion and its teachings. 


3 Palestinians hurt during 
‘prisoner day’ protests 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Three Palestinians 
were hurt in clashes with 
Israeli security forces in east 
Jerusalem on Sannday during 
a protest calling for the release 
of Palestinian prisoners, wit- 
nesses said. 

The clashes erupted when 
Israeli border police tried to 
break up a 100-sirong Palestin- 
ian demonstration marking 
“Prisoner Day,” which is held 


every year to call for the release 
of Palestinians in Israeli jails. 

The demonstrators, mainly 
relatives of detainees, hurled 
bottles and stones at police 
who responded with rubber 
buDets, lightly injuring three 
protesters. 

Several people were injured 
in the ensuing stampede, 
including Palestinian Legisla- 
tive Council member Haem 
Abdul Kaden said witnesses. 


Palestinian sources said sim- 
ilar “Prisoner Day" demonstra- 
tions were held in the West 
Bank towns of Hebron, Nablus 
and Ramallah cm Saturday. 
Some 3.000 Palestinians are 
held in Israeli jails, and every 
year on April 17 demonstra- 
tions are held calling for their 
release. Palestinian detainees 
held a hunger strike on Friday 
to potest their continuing 
detention. 


Saddam’s letter to Mubarak dealt 
with inspections — Sahhaf 


CAIRO (R) — Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammed Saeed 
AI Sahhaf said on Saturday he 
had given Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak a letter from 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein on recent UN. weapons 
inspections in Iraq. 

Ml Sahhaf. speaking to 
reporters after his talks with 
Mr. Mubarak, said President 
Saddam's letter dealt with 
implementation of inspections 
after a Feb. 23 agreement 
between Iraq and United 
Nations Secretary General 
Kofi Arman. 

Tbe deal under which Iraq 
ended its ban on UN. 
weapons inspectors entering 

Iraqi “presidential sites," and 
the inspectors were accompa- 
nied by diplomatic observers, 
was widely seen as averting a 
U^.-led militaty strike against 
Iraq. 

Ml Sahhaf is due to meet 
Arab League Secretary Gener- 
al Esraar Abdul-Megiiid later 
on Saturday and go to New 
York on Sunday for talks on 
Iraq's ties wife fee United 
Nations. 

A UN. biannual report 
obtained by Reuters in New 
York said fee weapons inspec- 
tors had made "virtually no 
progress” over fee past six 
months in verifying fear Iraq 
had destroyed any remaining 
weapons of mass destruction, 
a key condition for lifting sanc- 
tions. 

The United Nations imposed 
sanctions on Iraq after it invad- 
ed Kuwait in 1990. They can- 
not be lifted until inspectors 
have certified fee counny has 
scrapped all such arms. 


Iraq, saying its patience is 
running out 'after more than 
seven years of sanctions, on 
Thursday demanded the UN. 
immediately lift its trade 
embargo and warned there 
could be a new crisis if the 
sanctions dragged on. 

Earlier this year, Washington 
threatened Baghdad with force 
to make it comply wife fee 
UN. inspections. 

The head of the U.N. 
weapons inspection team said 
in a newspaper interview on 
Saturday that Iraq had 
breached the agreement to 
declare details about its biolog- 
ical weapons programme. 

"They have had an opportu- 
nity in the past month since 
Annan's visit to offer a full and 
complete declaration of past 
bio-weapons programmes and 
where they stand now,” 


Richard Butler told Mel- 
bourne's The Age newspaper 
in a telephone interview. 

•‘We gave them the opportu- 
nity and they blew it,” Mr. But- 
ler was quoted as saying in the 
report published on Saturday 
on the Internet. 

Mr. Butler, an Australian 
diplomat, said he would pre- 
sent his report of his team’s 
investigations of the last six 
months to the United Nations 
next Thursday. He said this 
report would raise fee same 
concerns as those raised in a 
similar report presented six 
months ago. 

“The last time we released a 
report like this, it triggered the 
crisis in fee GulfT he said 

Mr. Butler said he was frus- 
trated and angry ova- Iraq’s 
refusal to cooperate since the 
February agreement. 


Annan hails Iran-Iraq 
prisoners of war exchange 

UNITED NATIONS (Ri — UN. Secretary-General Kofi Aiman 
expressed satisfaction on Friday that Iran and Iraq had exchanged 
a large number of prisoners of war and hoped this would roo- 
tribute to a further easing of tension in the region. 

Ml Annan’s statement, issued through a U.N. spokesman, was 
prompted by the release last week of 5584 Iraqis and 319 Irani- 
ans held since the two countries’ 1980-88 conflict Further 
exchanges were expected soon. 

‘The secretary-general has learned with great satisfaction that 
die Islamic Republic of Iran and Iraq have exchanged a laree 
number of prisoners of war (POWs).” UN. spokesman Fred Ec^ 
hard said. 

“He hopes feat this will contribute to a further easing of tension 
in the region and that the situation of any remaining POWc 
very soon be resolved." 5 SwiU 

Mr. Annan also commended the humanitarian role of the Wr 
national Committee of fee Red Cross in facilitating the nriJnZ 
exchange. b Hiiaoner 
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PNA asks U.S. to pressure 


Israel before enyoy’s visit 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) appealed to the United 
States Friday to pressure Israel 
to move ahead in the- stalled 
peace process ahead of visits 
by U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
and British Prime Minister 
Tony Blain 

“We are still waiting for the 
U.S. initiative- because the 
Israeli position is still very 
stubborn and prevents any 
progress.” said NabiJ Abu 
Rudeina, a top aide to 
Palestinian President Yasser 
ArafoL 

“We request that the United 
States move quickly." he told 
AJFP. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton is 
sending Mr. Ross on a new 
mission starting next Friday 
after a similar four-day mediat- 
ing mission last month failed to 
achieve a breakthrough in the 
peace process that has been 
bogged down for 13 months. 

“The purpose of the trip is to 
continue to work on the basis 
of U.S. ideas and to help focus 
the parties on the decisions that 
need to be male if an agree- 
ment is to be reached,” a U.S. 
State Department announce- 
ment said this week. 

Mr. Rudeina said the 
Palestinians want Washington 
to publish its proposals, which 
reportedly call on Israel to pull 
out of 13 per cent of the West 
Bank in tandem with 


Palestinian measures against 
activists. 

The Palestinians also want 
Britain, currently president of 
the European Union, bo lake a 
more active role in pressuring 
Israel to cany out the long- 
overdue withdrawal promised 
in peace accords. Ml Rudeina 
said 

Mr. Blair begins his three- 
day visit in Israel and the 
Palestinian areas on Sunday 
with the hope of winning a 
breakthrough on one of the 
small, interim issues such as 
the opening of a Palestinian 
airport 

But Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu wil) 
probably not offer Mr. Blair 
any major concessions. Israeli 
media reported 

Ml Netanyahu and King 
Hussein held a surprise meet- 
ing Thursday in the Israeli Red 
Sea resort of Eilat to discuss 
the U.S. proposals, amid 
increased diplomatic contacts 
ahead of the Ross and Blair 
visits (see story on page 1). 

In recent days. King Hussein 
has spoken with Mr. Clinton 
twice and Mr. Arafat once, 
while UJS. Secretary of Scare 
Madeleine Albright has called 
both Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat 

But Ml Netanyahu offered 
no public sign that he is wiling 
to give in on his insistence that 
any withdrawal in this phase 


includes no more than nine per 
cent of Jhe West Bank so as not 
to damage Israels “vital secu- 
rity interests.” 

Mr. Netanyahu refused dur- 
ing Ml Ross's last mission to 
discuss the scope of a pullback, 
instead focusing on Israeli 
demands the PNA rein in 
Islamists to prevent anti-Israeli 
attacks. 

Twenty-seven per cent of the 
West Bank is now overseen 
partially or totally by the PNA. 
which insists it control 90 per 
cent of the area before the start 
of talks on the permanent sta- 
tus between the sides. 

The Israeli rightwing gov- 
ernment has flatly rejected the 
Palestinian demands and 

insisted that further with- 
drawals be put off until final 
status talks, which Ml 
Netanyahu insists begin now. 

To prevent the United States 
from publishing its ideas. Ml 
Netanyahu has called on his 
allies in the U.S. Congress and 
among Jewish leaders. 

But Mr. Ross' visit is seen by 
some Israeli officials as a last- 
ditch effort to get the U.S. ideas 
accepted or announce them as 
a take it or leave it proposal, 
Israeli media rcported- 

The peace talks broke off in 
March 1997 over Israeli settle- 
ment policies. The PNA insists 
that Israeli settlement activity 
cease before the negotiations 
continue. 



HEMISPHERIC CINEMA IN SPAIN: Laser lights are reflected on UHemlsferic building to celebrate its inaugura- 
tion late on Thursday. The eye-shaped building, the first in Valencia's new Sciences and Arts City and designed by 
Santiago Caiatrava, is a hemispheric cinema which seats 300 people (Reuters photo) 


TETBURY (AP) — ftince 
Harry had some ladies over 
for tea Thursday — the 
Spice Girls, to be precise. 
The pop group dropped in 
by helicopter on 
Highgiove, Prince Charles’ 
country estate. With his 
father on hand. 13-year-old 
Harry served the group tea. 
His brother, 15-year-old 
William, was unable to 
attend, since he was return- 
ing to boarding school for a 
new term. Four months 
ago, the Spice Girls invited 
the boys to the premiere of 
their movie, “Spice 
World.” The Spice Girls 
have helped support the 
Prince’s Trust, a charity 
Charles runs for young 
people. 


U.S. puts Russian research institutes 
linked to Iran on its 6 watch list’ 


Arms inspectors report ‘virtually 
no progress’ in Iraq disarmament 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
Despite Iraq’s deal lo open pres- 
idential sites to UN. inspec- 
tions, weapons experts say they 
had made “virtually no 
progress" in the last six months 
in determining whether 
Baghdad has destroyed banned 
weapons. 

The U.N. Special 
Commission, in a report sent 
Friday to the Security Council, 
blamed the.lack of progression 
the standoff that began last year 
over Iraq’s refusal to open Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's 
presidential compounds to UN. 
inspectors. 

That crisis, which nearly pro- 
voked U.S. military strikes, 
eased Feb. 23 when UN. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
signed an agreement with Iraq's 
deputy prime minister, Tareq 
Aziz. Under the agreement. Iraq 
allowed inspectors accompa- 
nied by diplomats to visit the 
eight sites. The teams reported 
finding no banned weapons. 

The inspectors must give Iraq 


a clean bill before the Security 
Council will lift economic sanc- 
tions imposed in 1990 after 
President Hussein invaded 
Kuwait, touching off the 1991 
Gulf wan The commission’s 
six-month report will form the 
basis for discussions when the 
council reviews the status of 
those sanctions later this month. 
Iraq has demanded the council 
begin the process of lifting the 
sanctions and warned Thursday 
of “future crises” if no progress 
ismade. 

UN. officials refused to 
release die fill] text of the com- 
mission report Mr. Annan’s 
staff has been reluctant to dis- 
cuss any issue that might cast 
doubt on the efficacy of the 
agreement that Mr. Annan 
negotiated with the Iraqis. 

Russia, France and other 
countries with historic trade 
links to Baghdad have pres- 
sured the commission to avoid 
public statements about the sta- 
tus of the Iraq inspection pro- 
gramme. 


But sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the 
report states that as a “major 
consequence of the four-month 
crisis” it made “virtually no 
progress in verifying" Iraqi dis- 
armament. 

In Baghdad, however, the 
Revolution Command Council 
declared Thursday that “the 
time has come for the discus- 
sion of the embargo at the end 
of April." The talks should 
begin the process of lifting the 
sanctions “immediately and 
without delay." 

On Wedneslay. the inspectors 
said they found no banned 
materials in the palaces. They 
quoted Iraqi Lieutenant General 
Araer Rasbeed as saying Iraq 
did not believe it had agreed to 
unlimited and repeated visits by 
the inspectors. 

Mr. Annan told reporters 
Thursday that the Iraqis had 
clearly agreed to allow the 
inspectors “to go in again and 
go back again” as often as they 
believed necessary. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States has set up a 
“watch list" of Russian 
research institutes that may be 
denied assistance because of 
their cooperation with Iran, 
officials said Thursday. 

’These are companies and 
entities that, because of our 
concern over the last year 
about proliferation, now 
receive extra scrutiny,” U.S. 
State Department spokesman 
James Rubin said. 

The spokesman declined to 
say how many facilities were 
on the list but USA Today 
repotted that 20 agencies and 
research institutes had been 
identified, resulting in a U.S. 
refusal to fund at least three 


projects. 

The Baltic Stare Technical 
University in Sl Petersburg, 
die Central Aerodynamic 
Institute and the Moscow 


Aviation Institute have all been 
denied funding for projects 
under this new directive, 
according to the newspaper 

The State Department 
announced that envoy Robert 
Gallucci will soon travel to 
Moscow to hold talks on 
Russia's cooperation with 
Iran's missile programme. 

Moscow has repeatedly 
denied that it has assisted 
Tehran develop missile capa- 
bilities. But under U.S. pres- 
sure. former Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
in January tightened export 
controls to prevent transfers of 
technology. 

'There is no ban." Mn Rubin 
said. Washington's objective is 
to ensure that Russian scien- 
tists and weapons experts do 
not offer their services to Iran, 
according to the State 
Department 


Kiriyenko opposes 
military technology 
transfers to Iran, Libya 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Interim 
Russian Prime Minister 
Sergei Kiriyenko told 
Russian deputies Friday he 
opposed military technology 
transfers to Iran and Libya, 
but wanted to retain commer- 
cial ties. 

Mr. Kiriyenko, speaking in 
the lower house State Duma 
during a confirmation debate 
on his nomination as premier, 
said Moscow should take “a 
prudent and balanced 
approach" to trade ties. 

“We are. not interested in 
transferring milhatytechnol: 


U.K. accused of aiding Saddam by 
accepting Iraqi girl for treatment 


U.S. ambassador claims progress 
over Saudi dissident Ben Laden 


KABUL (AFP) — High-pow- 
ered U.S. Ambassador to the 
UN. BflJ Richardson on 
Friday said he had made 
progress in talks with the 
Taleban militia over alleged 
terrorists and Saudi dissident 
Osama Ben Laden. 

Ben Laden, a wealthy 
Islamist living in exile in 
Afghanistan, is blamed for two 
bomb blasts in Saudi Arabia in 
1 995-96 that killed 24 VS. ser- 


vicemen. 

“We raised the Ben Laden 
issue as we were concerned 
about his threats,” Mr. 
Richardson told reporters fol- 
lowing talks with top Taleban 
officials. 

“We think we will see some 
progress in this area.” Mr. 
Richardson added, without 
elaborating. 

A Taleban spokesman, how- 
ever. said that no deal over 


extradition had been shuck and 
that Ben Laden remained a 
“guest” of the Taleban. 

“We don't have any treaty 
with any state including the 
U.S. on extradition of individ- 
uals,” Wakil Ahmad 
Mutawakil told AFP. 

“We consider him as a guest, 
he has been given sanctuary by 
the previous regime for his 
contribution to the Afghan 
Jihad,” he added. 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain was accused of 
promoting Iraqi propaganda Thursday after 
allowing an Iraqi giri to be Down in for 
leukaemia treatment 

Four-year-old Mariam Hamza arrived in 
Britain with Labour MP George Galloway 
and her grandmother on Wednesday after the 
United Nations agreed to lift sanctions 
against Iraq to allow her to fly from 
Baghdad. 

The Glasgow MR who organised the flight 
with his government's approval, said 
Mariam was one of thousands of Iraqi chil- 
dren dying because of UN. sanctions 
imposed after the 1991 Gulf war 

Speaking to Britain’s Good Morning 
Television fGMTV) programme Thursday, 
he said: “They are people who bleed, arid 
Mariam is bleeding as are the rest of the chil- 
dren in Iraq." 

Mr. Galloway, who has pressed for a lifting 
of sanctions, has started an appeal to help pay 
for Hamza's 50/XXVpound 1S8O.OQO) treat- 
ment at a children's hospital in Glasgow. 
Scotland. 

He said he hoped Hamza, whose picture 
was splashed across the British press 
Thursday and who weighs just 20 pounds 


(nine kilos), would “capture the hearts” of the 
British people. 

On their arrival in Glasgow, fee MP said 
more than 200 teddy bears had been donated 
to the little giri since her arrival and people 
had offered money, both in the streets and on 
their journey. 

But Iraqi opposition groups protested that 
the airlift was a propaganda exercise on 
behalf of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
and said London — which waived visa 
requirements to enable Hamza's visit — had 
fallen for it. 

A London spokesman for the Iraqi 
National Congress, an anti-Saddam coali- 
tion. said Wednesday: “The Saddam regime 
is using this trip as a blackmail to get the 
sanctions lifted but the last thing we Iraqis 
want is for Saddam to get his hands on the 
funds." 

“Lifting the sanctions would simply mean 
diverting the funds into President Saddam's 
coffers and he would use it to buy weapons.” 

And on Thursday Hazhir Teimourian, a 
Middle East consultant for The Times news- 
paper. told GMTV that only a fraction of 
every pound donated to charities working in 
Iraq reached its goal because of the exchange 


rate run by Iraqi banks. 

He added: T think that Mr. Galloway has 
completely lent himself to the Iraqi propa- 
ganda machine. • ~ 

“It's like going into Nazi Germany and 
helping the regime by giving it medicines 
and hoping that the Jews in the concentration 
camps will get some.” 

Mi. Galloway responded angrily by accus- 
ing Ml Teimourian of being an “active polit- 
ical opponent of the Iraqi regime” 

“This is a British government-supported 
project and it's supported by the Jordanian. 
Royal Family, our best friends in the Middle 
East, and it’s supported by the vast majority 
of countries in the woritL 
“You really have to get out of this tunnel- 
vision of thinking that Iraqis -are monsters. 
Tm more interested in talking about how we 
are going to save this littie gift's life.” 
Mariam has around an 85 pear cent chance 
of a full recovery, accor ding to British med- 
ical experts. 

A five-year-old Iraqi giri who was evacuat- 
ed to the Netherlands in late December after 
an appeal by a CNN reporter died in an 
Amsterdam hospital on March 2. 


Cambodians greet death of Pol Pot with satisfaction, sombre memories 


By Simon Martin 

Agence France Presse 


PHNOM PENH 
Cambodians on Friday marked 
the 23rd anniversary of the 
start of their long nightmare 
under the Khmer Rouge with 
quiet satisfaction that the rebel 
movement's genocidal leader 
Pol Pot had finally died. 

“Its difficult to understand," 
said Nou Pom. senior monk of 
the Tonle Baty pagoda outside 
Phnom Penh. "Sometimes he 
is reported dead, sometimes 
alive. Maybe I am sure this 
time." 

Many others were equally 
reluctant to believe that Pol Pot 
had died Wednesday night, 
after false alarms in the past. 
Market stallholder Kim Heak 
said he became convinced 
when CNN carried the news. 

Leading dissident Sam 
Rainsy said Pol Pot was still 
alive, metaphorically at least 
"I dunk the legacy of Pol Pot is 
still vety alive, very heavy and 
verv pervasive.” Mr. Rainsy 


told a news conference, refer- 
ring to continuing violence and 
extra-judicial executions and 
an atmosphere of fear in 
Cambodia. 

He charged the former leader 
was being used as a scapegoat 
by those in government, 
including Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen, whom he 
said also bore responsibility for 
Khmer Rouge crimes. 

“It is very convenient for the 
former colleagues and accom- 
plices of Pol Pot to blame 
eveiything on him. Now they 
must be very happy that he 
died — they were afraid he 
could testify before an inde- 
pendent tribunal.” 

Orime Minister Hun Sen 
defected from the Khmer 
Rouge in 1977 and has denied 
any involvement in their 
crimes. 

Ms. Kim Heak. whose stall 
boasts T-shirts reading ‘1 sur- 
vived in Cambodia," in fact 
barely outlasted the 1975-79 
rule of the fanatical Maoist 
cuemllas. Her father and 


mother were less fortunate. 

Her nightmare began earlier 
than most — back in 1970 
when the guerrillas seized con- 
trol of northern Kampong 
Thom province, five years 
before taking the capital. Nine 
years of bockbreaking field 
work on starvation rations 
ensued. 

Like all others interviewed, 
the 45-year-old has no idea 
why her parents were mur- 
dered “’When they wanted to 
kill some people, they just took 
them. No one could ask.” 

Hotel driver Sophoan was a 
16-year-old student when he 
and his family were shipped 
out of Phnom Penh into the 
provinces. After three years of 
labouring from dawn to dusk 
on a diet of rice soup, he 
returned to the capital in 1979 
to find what he described as a 
ghost town. His father and his 
grandmother had starved to 
death in the intervening years. 

Sophoan welcomed the 
news of Pol Pot's death but 
also rccretted that Ik- cihiIiI 


never now appear before an 
international court and explain 
the twisted rationale behind 
one of the 20th century's worst 
acts of genocide. 

Kea You, who runs a cloth- 
ing stall in Central Market, 
also thought Pol Pot should 
have faced an international 
court, as the United States had 
urged. He greeted the news of 
the death with a mixture of 
happiness and remembered 
anger. 

His trauma began in 1971 
when the guerrillas overran 
northern Siem Reap province. 
A brother and a sister both 
starved to death. For eight 
years, until the Vietnamese 
invasion which ended the 
genocide, he always believed 
the next day might be lie last 
for him also. Liv Prum, a 28- 
year-old guide at the Tuol 
Sleng Museum of Genocide, 
was too young to remember 
the horror butfelives it every 
day at the former high school 
which the Khmer Rouge con- 


n-rial into a jail urivl torture 


centre. 

An estimated 20.000 people 
including children were taken 
from Tuol Sleng to the “Killing 
Fields” outside the city from 
1975-79. Up to two million 
people in all May have died in 
executions or from disease and 
overwork in the same period. 

Bloodstains are still visible 
on some cell floors where pris- 
oners were Interrogated. Even 
playground exercise beams 
were converted into instru- 
ments of torture. 

“If you disobey any point of 
my regulations you shall get 
either ten lashes or five shocks 
of electric discharge.” reads 
one of the rules reproduced on 
the walls. 

“All Cambodian people are 
happy.” said Uv Prum, who 
lost his feiher and a brother and 
sister “He lulled many, many 
people.” 

Monk Nou Pom survived his 
years of forced labour in the 
countryside by ‘living one day 
and then one day more.” His 
25 -v ear-nil! mhi wa* murdered 





Cambodian King Norodom Sihanonk waves to reporters 
before meeting with foreign diplomats in Siem Reap 225 
kilometres northwest of capital on Friday. The king 
remarked to the reporters that Pol Pot's death is relief to 
the nation (AP Photo) 


and he could notask why. sure at anyone’s denrh , even 
He said Buddhist precepts, Pol Pot’s. “But it is good news, 
which include reincarnation. He killed a lot of people. He 
fortwik.* e.vpre,Mnns of pfea- cannot he bom a«am” 


Lunch in CJV.’s cafeteria 
has ‘become much more" 
interesting’ 


ogy, which is a source of 
great concern to the West, but 
at the same time they are 
future markets, and whoever 
goes there now will in the 
future have a strong 
foothold.” die 35-year-old 
technocrat told lawmakers. 

The prime minister desig- 
nate. who feces an uphill task 
Friday convincing deputies 
to confirm him in the post, 
also said the state should 
increase arms purchases, but 
saidjbat should be. don e on a . 
competitive tender basis. 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. chief Kofi Annan 
is preparing to go to 
Hollywood later this 
month. But right now he 
does not need to look out- 
side the U.N. building to 
spot the celebrities. On 
Wednesday, Pakistani 
cricketer-tumed-pohtician 
Imran Khan was telling 
journalists here of his plans 
to relaunch his Justice 
Party. Elsewhere in the 
building, Jane Fonda, the 
U.S. actress-tuxned-fitness 
guru, was discussing the 
problem of teenage preg- 
nancy. On Monday, U.S. 
actor Richard Gere stopped 
by to bend the ears of UN. 
officials about Tibetans on 
hunger strike. Lunch in the 
UN. cafeteria suddenly 
has become much more 


interesting. 


Thurman and 
Hawke preparing 


wedding* 


f»ni 3*1*: 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Ethan Hawke and Uma 
Thurman, expecting a baby 
in July, have set the stage 
for a wedding. The two 
movie stars were spotted in 
line at the marriage licence 
window in the municipal 
building. Their publicists 
confirmed Thursday that 
the conple got the license 
but have not set a date. 
Hawke had flown in from 
Canada, where he is work- 
ing in a movie, and flew 
back after doing the paper- 
work. 


Bebeto and Wood 
team up for 
football match 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) 
— Rolling Stone Ron 
-Wood wrapped a nine-day' 
stay in Brazil playing back- 
yard soccer with 1994 
World Cup hero Bebeto, 
Brazilian media reported. 
The rock star and soccer 
player squared off against 
Wood's 14-year-old son 
and a friend of Bebeto ’s for 
an hour-long soccer match 
in the Brazilian’s backyard. 
The all-star team took the 
game 2-1 with Bebeto 
feeding the ball to Wood 
who scored both goals,. 
Jomal do Brasil reported. 
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Hit film ‘Full 
Monty’ was nearly 
‘No Man’s Land’ 


LONDON (R) — -The 
Oscar-nominated hit comfit 
dy “The Full Monty” might 
have had an entirely differ- _ 
ent future had its writer 
stuck with his original titles 
— “Eggs, Beans and 
Chippendales” or “No 
Man’s Land.” Screenwriter 
Simon Beaufoy saidhe dis- 
carded several titles before 
settling on “The Full . 
Monty.” But that tide ran 
into difficulties with fee- 
film's U.S. financial bade- . . 
ers Fox Searchlight.^“The. 
Americans scratch^d .,th«r 
heads and looked through , 
the script to find a chanter 
ter called Monty," he said; 
Studio executives agreed tor 
the title, which, is slang for 
“the whole thin g, ’ ’ because^ 
the film was so low feodgerir 
they did not seem- to earej?-.*.-. 
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Arab 
Thought 
Forum to 
hold 
meeting 
next week 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
general assembly of the 
Arab Thought Forum 
(ATF; will hold its annual 
meeting at the Radisson 
SAS Hotel in Amman on 
April 25-26 under the 
patronage of HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

A number of leading 
intellectuals from IS Arab 
countries will take part in 
the meeting, according to 
an ATF announcement 
Saturday, which noted that 
a seminar, entitled “Arab 
Thought vis-Ji-vis 

International Develop- 
ments: Democracy and 
Globalisation,” will also 
be held. 

The main working paper 
is to be submitted by for- 
mer ATF Secretary Gener- 
al AH Um Leil during the 
first day’s session, accord- 
ing to the announcement. 

It said the delegates will 
review and discuss the 
ATF’s programmes for the 
next two years as well as 
financial and other mat- 
ters. 

Crown Prince Hassan, 
who will address the semi- 
nar, is scheduled to hold a 
private meeting with the 
ATF board of trustees. 



AMMAN MAYOR WELCOMES EMPLOYEES AT NEW CITY HALL: Amman 
Mayor Maxndouh Abbadi on Saturday welcomes an employee to tbe new Amman 
City HaJU in Ras A1 ’Ain, which opened its doors to the public after moving from 
the old headquarters last week. The new premises were set up on 23,000 square 
metres as part of a project for the development of the entire Ras AI ’Ain district 
(Petra photo) 


Visiting Turkish general says 
Ankara wants stronger ties 


AMMAN (Pena) — The 
visiting deputy chief of 
staff of the Turkish army. 
Cevik Bir, Saturday said his 
country was looking for- 
ward to stronger ties with 
Jordan in both military and 
other fields. 

General Bir, who was 
speaking at a meeting with 
Prime Minister Abdul 

Salam Majali. said Ankara 
appreciates Jordan’s stand 
vis-i-vis various regional 
issues, particularly the 


Middle East peace process. 

Gen. Bir. who arrived Fri- 
day for a four-day visit to 
the Kingdom, said the 
development of Jordanian- 
Turkish ties is one of the 
important questions for 
Turkey in view of the high 
international credibility that 
Jordan enjoys. 

Dr. Majali and Gen. Bir 
discussed questions of 
common interest to Jordan 
and Turkey and praised the 
existing bilateral relations. 


The prime minister also 
underlined the important 
roles that Jordan and 
Turkey play in the course of 
ensuring peace, security 
and stability in the Middle 
East. 

Later. Gen. Bir met with 
the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff of the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces, Field 
Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai 
Kaabneh, with whom he 
discussed Jordanian-Turk- 
ish military cooperation. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Al al Bayt president meets 
with Omani ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
president of the Royal Acad- 
emy for Islamic Civilisation 
Research (Al al Bayt Foun- 
'daaooX Nassreddin Assad, 
Saturday met with Omani 
•Ambassador Hamad Bfcn 
Hilal Bin Ali Al Ma’marL, 
with whom be discussed Jor- 
danian-Omani cultural, intel- 
lectual and scientific rela- 
tions. Dr Assad briefed Mr 
Ma’mari on die academy's 
objectives and its achieve- 
ments, in addition to its role 
in highlighting contempo- 
rary Islamic values and 
building bridges of confi- 
dence and understanding 
between followers of the var- 
ious Islamic schools. 

Badran leaves for 
meeting in Ottawa 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
director general of the Pales- 
tinian Affairs Department, 
Ibrahim Badran, left Satur- 
day for Ottawa to take part in 
a coordination meeting of tbe 
Palestinian refugees waking 
group, which begins in the 
Canadian capital today. Tak- 
ing part in the meetings will 
be representatives of Jordan, 
the Palestinian . National 


Authority, Egypt, the United 
States, and Israel, in addition 
to donor countries. The 
meeting is expected to for- 
mulate recommendations on 
easing the suffering of 
refugees and Improving their 
living conditions. * - 

Cabinet endorses 
amendment to water prices 
for ships at Aqaba 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Saturday endorsed 
an amendment to the prices 
of water supplied to ships 
docking at Aqaba seaport 
Under the amendment, a 
cubic metre of water sup- 
plied to ships docking at tbe 
wharf will be JD10, while 
the price of a cubic metre 
supplied to ships off die dock 
wOl be JD16, in addition to a 
charge of JD2 per hour for 
the small vessels used to sup- 
ply the ships. 

Anani receives new 
Philippines 

a m bassador's credentials 

AMMAN (Petra) — ■ Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Jawad Anani Satur- 
day received the credentials 
of the newly appointed 
Philippines Ambassador to 
Jordan Roberto Dison. 


what’s going on 


LECTURES 

' “Leadership and Global 
Changes" by former Soviet 
Union President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev at the Institute of Diplo- 
macy on Monday, April 20, at 
11:00 am. 

* ‘Towards Building a Chang- 
ing Arab System in a Changing 
World" (in Arabic) by former 
Prime Minister 'RiherAI Masri al 
[Abdul Hameed Staoman Foun- 
dation, Jabal Amman on Mon- 
day, April 20, at 6 JO p jn. 

* 'The EURO —Dawning of 
a New Leading Currency’’ (in 
English) by Hans Purer at 
Goethe-Institut, Jabal Amman on 
Titesday, April 21 , at 6:30 p.m. 

FILMS 

* Le feninme de la Kbenf at 
tbe French Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Weibdeh on Monday. April 20, at 
630 pm and 830 pm 

* Two films entitled “Cany 
Oru Ahmad" and *t^mberwick 
Green” at the British Council, 
Jabal Amman on Tuesday, April 
2L and Wednesday, April 22, at 
&00 pm and 5:00 pm respec- 
tively. 

* Goman film "Alice in den 
StSdten" (with subtitles in Eng- 
lish) at Abdul Hameed Shotnan 
.Foundation, Jaibal Amman on 


Tuesday, April 21. al 630 pm 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Yassin AJ Mobam- 
madawi at the Orient Gallery. 
Shmeisani (Tel 5681303/4), 
until May 7, 

* Private collection of Jan 
Kassay entitled ‘Flowers Series” 
at the Jordan River Designs Pro- 
ject showroom, Jabal Amman 
(Tel 461 308U2), until April 22. 

* Photographic exhibition emi- 
tted “A Tour in the Dead Sea” by 
Jaussen and Savjgnac at die 
French Cultural Centre, until 
April 30. 

■ * Paintings by Lebanese- 
American artist Etel Adnan enti- 
tled “Artist's Book of Ait and 
Poetry” ai Darai Al Funun, Jabal 
Wfcibdeh, until May21. Also dis- 
playing works by Berlin-based 
Syrian artist Manvan Bashi end 
tied “A Sitite of Heads," and 
works by contemporary Arab 
artists. 

* Works by Maurice Haddad 
at Hammurabi Aits Gallery, Gar- 
dens Street (TeL 5536098), until 
April 22. 

* Paintin gs on handmade 
paper at Nocr AI Hussein Foun- 
dation, off Wadi Saqra Sl (Tel. 
5699UI/2), until April 25. 


Cabinet receives briefing 
on country’s water situation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Saturday 
examined the water situation 
in Jordan following a briefing 
by.MIijister of. Water and Irri- 
gation Muother Haddadin. 

The Cabinet, meeting at a 
regular session chaired by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, reviewed steps taken 
to ensure adequate amounts of 
water and projects under way 
in various regions. 

Following the meeting, 
which was held at the Min- 
istry of Water and Irrigation. 
Dr. Haddadin said his briefing 
covered the ministry's 

achievements from March 
1997-March 199S. He noted 
that the most important 

achievement was the King- 
dom’s national water strategy, 
which was approved by die 
government. 

The strategy, he said, covers 
the country’s water needs 
until the year 2011 and gives 
details on ordinary and priori- 
ty projects, the restructuring 
of the water sector, and the 
tariff for water chaiges chat 
was enacted in October 1997. 

Dr. Haddadin also spoke 
abort a conference held last 
November by financiers for 
the Petra water project, saving 
that they expressed readiness 


to provide support. 

Several important water 
projects were completed last 
year, including the construc- 
tion of the.^arameh Dam, 
which is designed to hold 55 
million cubic metres of water, 
the Zabada water project in 
Tafileh. and the wastewater 
treatment projects for Wadi 
Seer, Fuheis and Mahes. Cur- 
rent projects include the dams 
to be built ai Mujib. Hassa. 
Waleh and Tannour. the 
replacement of water net- 
works in Amman, the piping 
of water to Amman from the 
Jordan Valley region of Deir 
.Alla and plans included in the 
government-sponsored social 
safety package. 

Dr. Haddadin noted that 
work will soon start on a Disi- 
Amman water piping project 
and a water treatment plant in 
the Zarqa River basin, as well 
as projects to be carried out in 
Irbid and Aqaba. 

Dr. Haddadin stated that the 
projects in the national water 
strategy will cost an estimated 
S3 3 billion. The minister 
added that $500 million, 
including $200 from the 
state’s treasury, have already 
been secured tor projects that 
can be implemented by the 
year 2001 


JMA asks three members to return 
JD45,000 in representation fees 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special m the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The board of 
the Jordan Medical Associ- 
ation (JMA l has asked 
three former board mem- 
bers entrusted with the 
pension fund to return 
JD45.000 they received for 
representing the JMA in 
meetings held by three Jor- 
danian firms in which the 
association holds equity. 

The board made the 
demand after consulting 
with the association's lesal 


advisor. Na’im Madam, 
who said in his ruling that 
“serving the union is 
essentially voluntary work, 
which deserves no remu- 
neration. The amount that 
the three members of the 
former board received as 
bonuses and transport 
expenses while represent- 
ing the JMA and its pen- 
sion fund is in violation of 

laws." 

“The three former board 
members should return the 
fill! sum following the 
issuance of a formal mem- 


orandum from (he notary 
public. Otherwise, they 
will have to be prosecui- 
ed,” he added. 

According to Mr. 
Madani. the JMA consult- 
ed with him on the matter 
after Arafat Ashab. a JMA 
member, submined a com- 
plaini to the current JMA 
board on Feb. 7. 1998. 

In his complaint. Dr. 
Ashab said: “Three former 
JMA board members have 
violated the regulations 
while in charge of the pen- 
sion fund by acquiring a 


bonus. Their action should 
be declared illegal and in 
violation of the law." 

“The three l unnamed) 
JMA members have 
unlawfully pocketed sums 
of money... and should be 
presented before a JMA 
disciplinary council in 
accordance with JMA 
law,” he added in hi.s com- 
plaint. 

According to Dr. Ashab. 
the three firms in which the 
doctors had represented 
the JMA sustained losses 
estimated at JD800.0GQ. 


Medical 
week to 
be held in 
Baghdad 
in June 


AMMAN (J.T.j — Jordan 
will hold a medical week in 
Baghdad starting June I in 
support of the Iraqi people, 
according to an announce- 
ment by the Ministry of 
Health and Medical Care. 

During the medical week, 
w-hich will also include an 
exhibition, doctors and spe- 
cialists from Jordan will deliv- 
er lectures on the develop- 
ment of the Kingdom's phar- 
maceutical industry. 

According to the announce- 
ment. specialists covering all 
fields of medicine will repre- 
sent the Ministry of Health, 
the Royal Medical Services of 
the Jotdan Aimed Forces, the 
University' of Jordan, the Jor- 
dan University' of Science and 
Technology and the private 
sector. 

The Hashemite Charity 
Organisation, the Jordan 
National- Red Crescent Soci- 
ety, the Ministry of Informa- 
tion, and the Jordanian press 
will take pan. in the activities 
of the week-long event, which 
also include visits to hospitals 
and treatment of patients. 

The Amman Chamber of 
Industry announced that it 
will cover the expenses of the 
delegation’s participation, the 
purchase of medical equip- 
ment and drugs for the exhibi- 
tion, and a gift of medicine to 
tire Iraqi people. 

Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ashraf Kurdi, 
who last Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to discuss prepara- 
tions for the event, said the 
gathering wifi serve as a show 
of solidarity' with the Iraqi 
people and farther strengthen 
the ties between the Jordanian 
and Iraqi peoples. 

Meanwhile. Dr. Kurd) left 
Amman Saturday for Muscat 
on a four-day visit to discuss 
strengthening Omani-Joidan- 
ian cooperation in medical 
fields. The minister is expect- 
ed to sign a protocol on train- 
ing medical personnel in the 
two countries. 


PSD offers JD50,000 reward for 
information on Naddeh case 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Public 
Security Department 
I PSD> Saturday announced 
a JD50.000 reward for any 
person providing informa- 
tion leading to the arTest of 
the parties involved in the 
April 8 murder of promi- 
nent lawyer Hanna Nad- 
deh. his son Suhail and 
psychiatrist Awni George 
Sa’ad. 

An advertisement in the 
local press said any person 
who has information about 
the suspects should call the 
PSD police at telephone 
number 196, the Amman 


police station at 192, the 
Amman Criminal Investi- 
gation Department at 
4639149. or any other 
police station. 

The three victims were 
found dead at Sa’ad’s 
Shmeisani clinic, lying in 
separare rooms with their 
hands and legs tied. 

The PSD announcement 
also noted that the police 
found Suhail Naddeh’s 
Mercedes in the Abu 
Nuseir district, northwest 
of Amman. 

Earlier, the police found 
the car belonging to Sa'ad 
on Wasfl Tal Street. Both 
cars were believed to have 
been used by the suspects 


to flee the scene of the 
crime. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein met with PSD Director 
Nasouh Muhieddin two 
days after the murder and 
urged him to speed up the 
investigations into the mur- 
ders, which shocked the 
country. 

The police said Naddeh 
and Sa’ad were both killed 
by one bullet to ihe head, 
while Suheil was shot 
twice. They added thy 
there were no signs 
resistance, but blood sat - 
pies and fingerprints lout 
at the murder scene we. 
taken for examination b 
expens. 



Lower House of Parliament Speaker Sa'd Hayel Srour Saturday meets with two 
members from the visiting Macedonian delegation (Petra photo) 

House speaker meets with visiting 
Macedonian parliamentary delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament 
Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour 
and a visiting Macedonian 
parliamentary delegation 
Saturday discussed bilater- 
al relations and means of 
boosting them, particularly 
in the parliamentary con- 
cerns. 

Mr. Srour told the delega- 
tion. headed by Sulaiman 
Rajbi, that Jordan is ready 
to provide all possible sup- 


port to Muslims eveiy- 
where to help them meet 
their aspirations for free- 
dom and self-determina- 
tion. He noted in this 
regard Jordan’s support for 
the Muslim people of 
Kosovo, 

The chairman of the 
House’s Arab and 
International Committee. 
Abdullah Jazi. also met the 
visiting Macedonian dele- 
gation. 


Dr. Jazi was briefed by 
Mr. Rajbi on the political 
regime in Macedonia and 
the social structure of the 
former Yugoslav republic. 

Dr. Jazi noted Jordan's 
contribution to 

international peace through 
participation in LIN. peace- 
keeping forces, particular- 
ly in the Balkan region. 

The meeting was also 
attended by members of the 
House committee. 


Opposition coalition finalising proposal for ‘alternative’ election law 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An alternative elec- 
tions law being readied by the 
opposition in response to a con- 
troversial draft announced by the 
government last month could be 
published before the end of the 
week, opposition leaders said 
Saturday. 

The opposition's proposal will 
offer a ‘‘viable alternative” to the 
one-person, one-vote system, 
which both Islamists and leftists 
have rejected as aimed at min- 
imising their representation in 
Parliament, said Salem Nahhas. 
secretary general of the leftist 
party Hashd. 

The coalition of 13 political 
parties grouped in the Higher 
Committee for Coordination 
Among the Opposition Parties 
(HCCAQP), ranging from the 
powerful Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) to the Jordan Communist 
Party and the pan-Arabists of Al 
MustaqbaJ, however, has not yet 
reached a final agreement on the 
electoral system chat their propos- 
al will fearure. 

“We are still discussing three 
possibilities,” Mr. Nahhas told 
the Jordan Times. 

“Some [opposition] figures 


would like to go back to the 1989 
electoral system, while others are 
proposing that each voter be 
allowed to cast three ballots,” 
instead of one. a.s stipulated by 
the current law. 

The system applied in the 1989 
elections, which marked the 
launching of Jordan’s political 
liberalisation, permitted each 
voter to cast as many ballots as 
the number of deputies to be 
elected to his/her constituency. It 
was replaced by ihe one-person, 
one-vote formula a few days 
ahead of the 1993 elections by 
temporary legislation. 

According to Mr. Nahhas, a 
third camp in the opposition 
“would like to introduce a pro- 
portional system, under wrhich 
each political group, coalition, or 
tribal group would get a percent- 
age of parliamentary seats equal 
to the percentage of votes it 
obtained in the poll.” 

This last alternative, which Mr. 
Nahhas said "is the most popular 
among all opposition groups.” 
would also introduce a ‘'barrier'’ 
to parties' or groups' representa- 
tion in Parliament. 

“If a party or group does not 
obtain a minimum percentage of 
votes, it does not get any seats.” 
he explained. 


Mr. Nahhas said the opposi- 
tion's “alternative" legislation 
would\ also tackle the crucial 
issue of elections’ supervision. 

"All [elections] laws prepared 
by the government, including rhe 
recent draft, give the Ministry of 
Interior the authority to supervise 
the polls, which is highly unde- 
mocratic,*' he said. 

He added that the opposition’s 
document will instead suggest the 
establishment of a "mixed” body 
comprising “the top [judges] in 
the country, representatives of 
political parties and civil society 
institutions, and government offi- 
cials to supervise the whole elec- 
tion process, from registration to 
counting procedures.” 

Tbe opposition was angered by 
a draft elections law finalised by 
the Ministry of Interior at the end 
of March and currently being 
reviewed by the Prime Ministry. 

“Political parties should have a 
say in an issue such as the elec- 
tions law,” protested Suleiman 
Arar. secretary general of the 
pan-Arabist Al MustaqbaJ Party. 

“But the government did not 
consult with anybody, showing 
once again that it does not intend 
to open any democratic debate,” 
Mr. Arar, a former interior minis- 
ter, added. 


Deputies have told the Jordan 
Times that they expected the draft 
legislation to be submitted to Par- 
liament during an extraordinary 
summer session. 

The government’s draft includ- 
ed only minor changes to the pre- 
vious 1 993 law, retaining the one- 
person, one-vote system, lower- 
ing voting age from 19 to 18 
years, and maintaining the cur- 
rent ethnic and religious quotas in 
the SO-member House — nine 
seats to Christians and three seats 
to Chechens and Circassians. 

The government’s draft did not 
increase the number of deputies 
and maintained the ban on voting 
for members of the security and 
military forces, as well as for 
members of the judiciary. 

However, it replaced the old- 
fashioned voting cards with mag- 
netic identity cards, a move 
which the government said wiU 
help avoid irregularities and pre- 
vent voters from casting their bal- 
lots more than once. 

Senior officials at the Ministry 
of Interior have declined to detail 
or comment on the draft, saying 
chat it was only a very rough doc- 
ument and they expected many 
changes to be introduced by the 
Prime Ministry. 

Official sources, however, told 


the Jordan Times that the draft, as 
submined to the Prime Ministry 
by the Ministry of Interior, 
included provisions allowing Jor- 
danians residing in foreign coun- 
tries to cast their ballots through 
Jordanian embassies abroad. 

The opposition dismissed the 
government’s draft as a “bluff.” 

Deputy Khalil Haddadin 
(Amman 3rd District), who is 
also secretary general of the Jor- 
danian Arab B3’ath Socialist 
Party, denied that the draft law 
presented “any change whatsoev- 
er.” 

‘The government is saying that 
it lowered the voting age, but 
even that is only a bluff.” 

According to Article 3 of the 
government’s draft all Jordani- 
ans who have reached the age of 
18 by Jan. 1, 2001, are entitled to 
vote. “But, as the elections are 
held in November, by the time 
those IS-year-olds go to the polls, 
most of them will be 19,” Mr. 
Haddadin told the Jordan Times 
in a recent interview. 

According to Deputy Moham- 
mad Ouran (Tafileh), who cur- 
rently holds tbe six-month chair 
of the HCCAOP, the apposition’s 
alternative draft law will show 
that “the opposition has tangible 
alternatives to offer.” 
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Two men face U.S. court contempt 
charges in Hamas fund-raising case 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two 
Palestinians have been jailed 
for refusing to testify before a 
U.S. grand jury investigating 
fund-raising in the United 
States by the Islamist group 
Hamas. The New York Times 
reported Saturday. 

Abdul Haleem Ashqar. 
jailed on Feb. 23, was quoted 
as saying that he refused to 
answer questions about sever- 
al Palestinian, advocates in the 
United States and abroad and 
is on a hunger strike. 

One of those advocates is 
Monsa Mohammad Abu Mar- 
zouk. the Hamas political 
leader jailed in New York dur- 
ing a bitter extradition battle 


with Israel then released to 
Jordan last year. 

Two U.S. judges found the 
men in contempt of court, a 
means traditionally used to 
compel testimony. Authorities 
□re investigating a money trail 
from the ~ United States to 
Islamist groups linked to 
attacks against Israel. 

A spokesman for Maty Jo 
White, the U.S. attorney in 
Manhattan, refused to com- 
ment Friday, the Times said. 

Grand jury proceedings are 
secret and documents in the 
case are sealed. 

Stanley Cohen, the lawyer 
for Ismail Elbarasse. also 
jailed on a contempt charge. 


said his client is accused of 
sharing an American checking 
account with Abu Marzook 
from which a contribution of 
several hundred thousand dol- 
lars was made to Palestinian 
groups abroad. 

Elbarasse is a Palestinian 
with American citizenship 
who works as the finance offi- 
cer for a private Islamic 
school in Virginia. Mr. Cohen 
said. 

Found in contempt of court 
on April 6. Elbarasse is held in 
the Metropolitan Correctional 
Centre in Manhattan, his 
lawyer said. 

Ashqar is a Palestinian from 
Alexandria. Virginia, who is 


in the United Stares on a stu- 
dent visa, according to a state- 
ment from his lawyers. 
Simone Moaasebian and 
Michael Kennedy. 

Ms. Monasebian said that 
she and Mr. Kennedy would 
seek to have him released but 
declined further comment to 
the Tunes. 

Ashqar said in a telephone 
interview from a prison ward 
at the Westchester County 
Medical Centre in Valhalla 
that he had been on a hunger 
strike since being imprisoned 
and had lost 1 1 kilogrammes. 

He said he was being force- 
led through a tube in his neck, 
and was drinking water. 



Arafat encourages EU role in 
peace process ahead of Blair visit 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat urged Europe to lake 
an active part in the peace 
process with Israel Friday just 
prior to the visit of British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair to 
Israel and the Palestinian 
areas. 

"The Palestinian Authority 
calls on the European Union 
to play a major role in the 
peace process in the Middle 
East." Mr. Arafat said here 
late Friday at a meeting of his 
cabinet 

Mr. Blair is to arrive in 
Israel Sunday and will meet 
Mr. Arafat Monday as part of 
increased European efforts to 


break the 13-month stalemate 
in the negotiations. 

The Palestinians have 

placed great emphasis on the 
visit since Britain currently 
holds the EU rotating presi- 
dency. 

“This is a vety important 
visit" Mr. Arafat said, the 
WAFA Palestinian news 

agency reported. 

“It is a European duty to 
help make peace between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
after Britain succeeded in 
negotiations in Northern Ire- 
land,” Mr. Arafat said. 

The Palestinians hope Mr. 
Blair will apply pressure on 
Israel to carry out a long- 


overdue withdrawal from the 
West Bank promised in peace 
accords. 

U.S. peace envoy Dennis 
Ross is slated to arrive in the 
area next Friday in efforts to 
get both sides to agree to a 
reported U.S. proposal call- 
ing on Israel to pull back 
from 13 per cent of the West 
Bank in tandem with Pales- 
tinian guarantees to rein in 
Islamists. 

Israel has tried to stop the 
United States from publish- 
ing its plan, insisting thar any 
withdrawal from more than 
nine per cent of the West 
Bank would endanger the 
country's security. 


Hamas 
students 
strike in 
Gaza over 
detentions 


ISRAELI POLICEMAN AIMS WEAPON AT PALESTINIANS: An Israeli border 
policeman Saturday brandishes his M-16 rifle at Palestinians as police break up a 
demonstration in the center of Arab east Jerusalem calling for Israel to release 
Palestinian prisoners. Palestinians threw stones at the police as dashes broke out 
when police stopped the march, which they said was illegal, from proceeding. 
Police fired rubber-coated bullets and arrested many Palestinians (Reuters photo) 


Arab American leader criticises 
Clinton’s remarks on Israel 


Iranian press welcomes Tehran 
mayor’s release with caution 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iran- 
ian press gave a reserved wel- 
come Saturday to the release 
this week of Tehran Mayor 
Gholam-Hussein Karbaschi 
following his arrest on corrup- 
tion charges two weeks ago. 

"On leader's initiative. Kar- 
haschi now a free man," read 
the headline in the conserva- 
tive English-language Tehran 
Times. 

Karbaschi, who is dose to 
moderate President Moham- 
mad Khatami was released on 
Wednesday from the notorious 
Evin prison north of Tehran 
where he had been detained 
since April 4. on the orders of 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ah 


Khamenei. 

His arrest on charges of 
“embezzlement and diversion 
of public funds” triggered a 
political crisis pitting pro- 
Khatami moderaies against the 
conseryative-Ied judiciary. 

Tehran municipality news- 
paper Harnshahri and the radi- 
cal newspaper Sal am por- 
trayed the mayor's release as a 
government victory and a 
defeat for the powerful conser- 
vative faction in the Islamic 
Republic. 

“Karbaschi’s detention was 
a challenge to President 
Khatami” Mr. Harnshahri 
said, adding that the head of 
state “emerged victorious 


from this crisis.” 

Salam praised “the manner” 
in which President Khatami 
handled the crisis. 

“His manner confirms the 
government's ability to over- 
come obstacles,” the paper 
said, hailing the Iranian peo- 
ple's “presence and participa- 
tion” “in this government suc- 
cess.” 

It was the first Iranian news- 
paper coverage of Karbaschi 's 
release because of a two-day 
public holiday in the Islamic 
Republic. 

Karbaschi a reformer 
known for revitalising Tehran, 
must still appear before a court 
on the charges. 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Sev- 
eral hundred students at the 
Islamic University of Gaza 
went on strike Saturday to 
demand that the Palestinian 
police release nine fellow 
Hamas students. 

The strike was organised by 
student members'" of- the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) to protest 
against the detention this 
week of nine Islamic Univer- 
sity student council members 
who belong to the Islamist 
group. 

Sane of the detainees have 
been released, but others 
remain in custody, the student 
protesters said without pro- 
viding further details. 

The students were seized 
after accusing Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat of 
killing Hamas's chief bomb- 
maker. Mohieddin Sharif, on 
March 29 in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has arrested 
several Hamas political lead- 
ers who publicly accused Mr. 
Arafat's administration of 
collaborating with Israel in 
the murder of Sharif. 

But the PNA said its inves- 
tigation showed that Sharif 
was slain by a rival Hamas 
military chief. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hala Mak- 
soud. president of die Arab- 
American Anti-Discrimination 
Committee (ADC), criticised 
U.S. President Bill Clinton's 
participation in a television 
special broadcast last week 
celebrating the 50th anniver- 
sary of the state of Israel. 

Mr. Clinton's statement reit- 
erated the myths about the 
founding of Israel and “mak- 
ing a once desert bloom." His 
comments and the show itself 
ignored the experience of the 
Palestinian people during this 
50-year period, an ADC press 
release said. 

The 2-hour special featured 
many leading Hollywood stars 
and other entertainment fig- 


ures. including Kevin Costner, 
Michael Douglas, Winona 
Ryder, Arnold Schwartzeneg- 
ger, Steven Spielberg and Ste- 
vie Wonder. 

Mr. Maksoud stated: “We 
are dismayed that the president 
would participate in this show 
and perpetuate the myth that 
Palestine was a desert Pales- 
tine was not a desert Palestini- 
ans had a rich culture and soci- 
ety. Haifa. Jaffa and Acca were 
thriving cities. 

“But Israel erased die Pales- 
tinian presence from the land, 
destroying 418 Palestinian vil- 
lages. Israel was built on the 
wreckage of Palestinian lives. 
It Is unconscionable for Presi- 
dent Clinton to celebrate this 


Britain will not interfere over 
nurses — Saudi ambassador 


Khatami says Iran has no designs on other nations 


TEHRAN i AFP i — Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khaiami said Saturday in a 
speech marking national 
army day that the Islamic 
Republic wanted to be strong 
but had no designs on other 
countries. 

“We have a powerful army 
with a stronc morale, but we 


are not a supremacist nation.” 
he said during a ceremony at 
Tehran’s Azadi (Freedom) 
Square. 

iran wanted to become “a 
model" for other countries, 
said Mr. Khatami, a relative 
moderate who took office in 
August. ‘We don't have 
supremacist turns on other 


countries but we want to be a 
strong nation." 

After his speech, army, air- 
force and navy units joined 
the Revolutionary Guards, or 
Pasdaran. in a parade through 
the square watched by sever- 
al hundred people, including 
former prisoners of war and 
foreign military’ attaches 


posted in Iran. 

Unlike last y ear, the parade 
did not march over the 
national flags of Israel and 
the United Slates, the Islamic 
republic's two sworn ene- 
mies. Saturday was not the 
first time, however, that the 
army has dispensed with 
such gestures. 


RIYADH (AFP) — British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
will not try to interfere in 
the case of two British 
nurses accused in the mur- 
der of a colleague in Saudi 
Arabia, the Saudi ambas- 
sador to London said Fri- 
day. 

“This affair is being treat- 
ed in accordance with 
Saudi judicial rules, with- 
out interference from any- 
one," Ghazi Qossaibi told 
the official SPA news 
agency. 

"The British government 
understands exactly this 
position and respects the 
independence and honesty 
of the Saudi justice sys- 
tem.” he added. 

Mr. Blair's office said 
earlier this week he would 
discuss the case of the two 
nurses during his visit to 
the kingdom on Saturday. 


Deborah Parry. 40. of 
Alton, southern England, is 
awaiting a verdict in her 
trial which began last May 
for the murder of Australian 
colleague Yvonne Gilford 
at a hospital in Dhahran in 
December 1996. 

Her co-accused fellow 
nurse Lucille McLauchJan. 
32 from Dundee. Scotland, 
is appealing her sentence of 
eight years in jail and 500 
lashes for complicity in 
Gilford's murder. 

A spokesman for Blair's 
office said: "The issue of 
the nurses is bound to come 
up. It will be raised by the 
prime minister." 

But he dismissed British 
newspaper reports that 

plans for the nurses' early 

release from prison in 
Dhahran would be 

announced during Mr. 

Blair's visit as “pure specu- 
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CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SwefficfaTel. 5920740 
.Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel- 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel- 
4622366 


Anglican Church Tel 
4624853/46248 1 1 . 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 77*1 75 1. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-spealdng Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 M 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lattcr 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Safle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

4646138 

Church or Presentation. Swei- 
5eh Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
Tel. 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614 190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 77 133 1 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 77526 1 


different altitudes and winds north- 
westerly moderate. On Monday 
and Tuesday, remperatures are 
expected io drop gradually and 
clouds building up at different alti- 
tudes. It will be relatively cold and 
partly cloudy with a chance of 
scattered showers in the nonhem 
and central parts of the Kingdom. 
Winds will be westerly to north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it will be fine, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas calm. 


A1 Asema pharmacy 4637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

At SaJam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ,4637660 

Najib pharmaev S47632 

IRBED: 

Dr. Fawzi Abol Haija 252970 

AJ Quds pharmacy 1 — i 

ZARQA: 

Du HUal AI Sayyid .9S6702 

Khali feh pharmacy .9554 1 7 


Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority S 156 15 

Electric Pqwcr Co -463638 1 

RJ Flight Informauon._.44-53200 
Queen Alia IniJ. Airport -.44-53200 


IRBED: 

Princess 


HOSPITALS 


s Basma Hospital 

-.... (02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 

102)272275 

AI Nafees Hospital 

102)247100 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman. 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


EMERGENCIES 


- 13/26 

210/33 

11/30 

19/32 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
.Amman 24, Aqaba 32 Humidity 
readings: Amman 43 per cent 
Aqaba 28 per ccnL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Fine weather conditions will pre- 
vail today with clouds appearing at 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas AI Hakim 885446 

Dr. Arafat AlAshhab ...3602507 
Dr, Ayman Ai Mohtaseb ..S7574S 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Firas ph ar macy — .5661912 

FenJows pharmacy 778336 


Food Control Centre- 46371 1 1 

Crvil (Hence Depam r g a _5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

ReaePhGce 192.46211 !1. 4637777 

Ftre Brigade 46 17101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police. - £43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL 463032 1 

Hotel Complaints —5605800 

Price Complaints. „5661 176 

Wao-& Se^eas: Gompttns -JW467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

-...'....-...787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 12 i 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central .Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

AWali TeL Repairs..._~.566l 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 ] 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 
Surgery 5921 199 

The Isbrnic, Abdli .-5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Tel. S36SI3. 
856856 

Luzmfla ,4630195 

Khalidi Maternity,, 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 5664164/6- 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
AmaJ Hospital 5674155 


AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital \03 )3 141 H 


18:50 London (RJ) 

-Athens (RJ) 

!9:20 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19:30 - Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

20:30 - Frankfurt (RJ) 

-0:40 -..Rome (RJ) 

23:40 Vienna. Aqaba (RJ) 

01=00 — Cairo (RJ) 

03 JO - Jakarta (add) (RJ) 


Somali 
militia 
commander 
says unfair 
employment 
led to 

kidnappings 


history, while ignoring its 
human cost — the destruction 
of Palestinian society and 50 
years of dispossession, exile 
and occupation. 

“Even within Israel the pub- 
lic discussions of the anniver- 
sary have been much more 
thoughtful and frank in re- 
examining die Palestinian 
experience.” he added. 

"Mr. Clinton's statement 
was particularly astonishing, 
coming at a time when the 
U-S. is Dying to act as an hon- 
est broker in the peace process. 
How can the U.S. be an honest 
broker while the president is 
participating in the annulling 
of the history of one of the par- 
ties?" 


lation." 

Parry has been spared 
execution even if found 
guilty of intentional murder 
after the victim's brother in 
Australia agreed to waive 
the death penalty in return 
for financial compensation, 
under the Islamic laws of 
Saudi Arabia. 

After their arrest the two 
nurses confessed to the 
crime, but later retracted 
the confessions, claiming 
they had been extracted 
under the threat of sexual 
and physical mistreatment.' 

Mr. Qossaibi said Mr. 
Blair's visit would focus on 
the stalled Arab-Israeli 
peace process and trade 
issues. 

“The kingdom wants 
Europe and Britain to play 
an active role which will 
help to push the peace 
process forward.” he said. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — A 
man claiming to be the com- 
mander of Somali gunmen 
holding 10 Red Cross work- 
ers hostage has accused aid 
agencies in north Mogadishu 
of discriminating against his 
militia when hiring guards. 

~Our clansmen are not 
given employment chances 
and we do not like the way 
aid is distributed.” Mahmoud 
Ah Ahmad “Tabele” told the 
Saturday edition of the 
Xogogal newspaper 
“There are 10 armed wag- 
ons protecting the abducted 
aid workers, but none of 
.them was hired by aid agen- 
cies here,’ 7 Mr TabeDe 
added. 

Somali gunmen have in the 
past used the employment 
ruse to extort money from aid 
agencies. 

Observers said Mr Tabele 
is fronting for militia com- 
mander Ahmad Adley, who 
is holding t be hostages in his 
north Mogadishu compound. 

Mr. Tabele is employed as 
a security officer in the north 
Mogadishu Islamic court and 
also serves as a personal 
bodyguard for top Islamist 
Sheikh Ali Sheikh Mah- 
moud. 

Mr. Adley is a former busi- 
ness partner of south 
Mogadishu warlord Osman 
Hassan Ali “Atto.” Three of 
Ado's aimed vehicles were 
on Friday taken to the com- 
pound where the hostages 
have been held since their 
abduction Wednesday. 

The presence of Atto’s bat- 
tle wagons in Adley ’s com- 
pound have led to specula- 
tion here- that Atto might be 
indirectly involved in die 
kidnapping. 

The two men are close, 
though on opposite sides of 
the clan divide. Both are 
Hawiye, but Osman Atto is a 
member of the Habr Gedir 
subclan, while Adley is a 
member of tbeAbgal subclan 
dominant in north 
Mogadishu and a member of 
its Da'ud sub-subclan. 

A spokeswoman far the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRQ told 
AFP that negotiations for the 
release of the hostages were 
continuing Saturday. Somali 
elders are seeking their 
unconditional release. 

Several sources close to die 
negotiations insisted that die 
hostage takers had demanded 
a $1 million ransom, 
although ICRC headquarters 
in Geneva dismiss ed the 
ransom demand as a rumour. 
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QUEEN ALLA 
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22:20 Istanbul (TK) 
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23:40 Beirut (ME) 
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Zarqa National Hospital 
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TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan 


with 


hi* 

: 

'Xl\ 

7' ICaJ as 

'tii on rnilitaiy exercises 
' i^r China to reduce hostility and 
^ $ 1 $, avoid misundersimidings, the 
!ni . United Daily News Saturday 
cr - *U> ■ quoted Premier Vincent Siew 
assaying 

■ r ' 1 ll ' Tj t» c* Tf rnilitaiy exercise informa- 
t‘ . I'-dlrf tion could be transparent that 
‘ ^ would reduce hoktlity and 

maintain stability cross the 

' 1 ,n *w irjjj snait and 
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in the Asia-Pacific 
Mr. Siew was quoted 
7 assaying. 

- - > jr . Mr. Siew was responding to 
. 7 . .- iha * opposition Democratic 

•' * 7^ h - ^ ^ D ff ress ^' e P&riy lawmaker 

~ ' h| - u, -dd ff Chang Chun-Hsiungs propos- 

■_ . ’! :: '.<' n *' c lurj^ al Friday that a roediarrisra to 
7 exchange such information be 

; i. ; '■ l,; !n P"Ucr . set up as a way to build mutual 
‘ .-vUi-V |. ^ ousl 

r daimm. Ml Siew said Taiwan had 
renounced the use of force to 
:: jj< ^'puui^ resolve cross-straitproblems in 
: : _• •’■eraini.ee- 1^* t* 01 tnainland China had 

‘ - - - •" CDL.f^' not given up the possibility of 
.Kvv using military force to retake 
the island. 

Beijing launched six rounds 
of war games and missile tests 
near Taiwan between 1995 and 
1996 in the runup to the first 
Taiwan presidential election to 
dampen what it said was 
mounting independence senti- 
ment here. 

. ^ , Taiwan and China are tedmi- 

7 . caliy still at war following the 
end of a civil war in 1949. in 
which Communist forces drove 
nationalist troops to the island. 
Both c laim to be the legal gov- 
ernments of all China. 

Ml Slew’s call for better mil- 
itary communication came 
after Taiwan announced Friday 
it was sending a top-level dele- 
gation •• to - Beijing next 
Wednesday for the first cross- 
strait meeting since ties 
plunged to a low three years 
agx 

Chan Chih-Hung. deputy 
secretary-general of the Strait 
Exchange Foundation (SEF), is 
to lead the eight-member mis- 
sion to Beijing for three days. 

SEF is a semi-governmental 
body set up to deal with China 
Its mainland counterpart is the 
Association for Relations 
Across die Taiwan Strait 
(ARATS). 

Mr. Chan, who is also 
research and planning director 
of the cabinet-level mainland 
affairs council which charts 
Taiwan’s mainland policy, is to 
discuss with ARATS officials 
preparations for an unprece- 
dented trip to China by SEF 
chairman Ku Chen-Fu at the 
invitation of ARATS. 1 
Mr. Ku and his ARATS 
counterpart Wang Daohan held 
historic talks in Singapore five 
years ago and both sides 
pledged to continue lower-level 
negotiations. 

But Beijing suspended all 
bilateral talks between the two 
bodies since mid- 1995 after 
Taiwan President Tee Teng-Hui 
matte a landmark visit to the 
United Slates. 

A thawing of firemen ties 
between the two rivals came in 
February when China sent a let- 
ter to Taipei welcoming the 
resumption talks and 
exchanges of visits by negotia- 
tors. 
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Grenade 
kills 4 
in Peru 


“ y v.:' LIMA (AFP) — fctur peasants 
*’ .j F including an dgbt-vear-old boy 
j V - l T.' J - died Friday when a grenade 
Wew up in an agricultural area 
r"‘7 K m central Rau, police said. 

Three others — a woman, 
her husband and a 40-year-old 
fnan — were seriously injured 
® the blast, they sakL 
. ^ is the second such accident 
in the Andean region of 
Huanuco in a week. Monday, a 
Sfcnade killed three children 
aud injured two. 

Police said the grenade may 
have been forgotten by a mem- 
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ber of the Maoist Shining f^th, 
,i ‘‘'* a rebel group with links © the 
' ana some 415 kOometres east 
of Lima. 



A Khmer Rouge fighter sets fire to the coffin of a man said to be his former leader Pol 
Pot, moments before a cremation ceremony, near Srabua, one kilometre from the 
Thai border. Pol Pot. one of the century's most reviled dictators, was cremated by his 
comrades in a low-key ceremony in a small village in northern Cambodia I Reuters 
photo.) 


Two Rwandan priests given 
death sentences for genocide 


KIGALI (.AFP i — Two 
Rwandan Roman Catholic 
priests have been sentenced 
to death for their part in 
Rwanda's 1994 genocide, 
the Rwandan Information 
Agency (ARI) reported 
Saturday. 

In the first such penalty 
against church officials, the 
country's own war crimes 
tribunal found priests Jean- 
Francois-Emmanuel 
Kayiranga and Emmanuel 
Nkuriye guilty of “genocide 
and complicity to genocide” 
Thursday. 

The men were accused of 
participating in the slaugh- 
ter of more than 8.000 peo- 
ple in their church in 
Nyange, in Rwanda's east- 
ern prefecture of Kibuye. 

According to an official in 
Kibuye’s public prosecu- 
tor’s office the two priests 
encouraged people in the 
parish to take refuge in their 
church where they were 
subsequently murdered by. 
Hum militia and, soldiers. - 
The priests were then said 
to have brought in an earth- 
mover to cave the building 
in over the bodies. 

ARI said the driver of the 
earthmover has been sen- 
tenced to life in prison, 
while the owner of the 
machine was acquitted. 

A survivor of the mas- 
sacre, Charles Kagenza, 36, 
told the Rwandan court that 
he had been one of many 
who bad sought sanctuary in 
the church. 

Mr. Kagenza described 
how a bus cull of soldiers of 
the former Rwandan army 


and Interahamwe. the 
extremist Hutu militia, 
arrived in the area April 1 2. 

“The massacre started 
April 14. The Imeraharmve 
had come to kill. They 
destroyed the church's 
doors to bring out the peo- 
ple and the police started 
throwing grenades inside.” 
During the two days of 
slaughter, the attackers also 
damaged the church with 
axe and pick blows and 
grenade blasts. 

“When they started shoot- 
ing the men. women and 
children taking refuge in the 
church, I hid in the belltow- 
er with some friends. After a 
while, they spotted us and 
opened fire.” Mr. Kagenza 
said. 

He said that on April 16. 
the priests brought in the 
machine to demolish the 
church. The walls and the 
belliower collapsed around 
Mr. Kagenza. 

“I fell and the 
Interahamwe hit my head 
with a machete blow.” he 
said, showing a large scar 
that traversed" his head. 

“I lost consciousness. 
They thought I was dead. 
During the night, I climbed 
out from under the bricks 
and 1 fled.” he said. 

He added that only five 
other people came out of the 
rubble alive. 

The Rwandan court which 
judged the priests was set up 
by foe government to try 
suspects linked to foe geno- 
cide. in which between 
500,000 and 800.000 Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus died. 


U.S. envoys meet 
Albanian leaders 
on Kosovo 


TIRANA (AFP) — U.S. 
Deputy Secretary' of State 
Strobe Talbott and special 
Balkans envoy Robert 
Gelbard arrived here 

Saturday for talks with 
Albanian leaders oo the 
crisis in neighbouring 
Kosovo. the U.S. 

embassy said. 

During their brief visit 
to foe 'Albanian capital 
Mr. Talbott and Mr. 
Gelbard were due to dis- 
cuss possible solutions to 
the inter-ethnic crisis in 
the Serbian province with 
President Rexhep 

Meidani, Prime Minister 
Fatos Nano and Foreign 
Minister Paskal Milo. ■ 

Mr. Talbott and Mr. 
Gelbard arrived from 
Rome where the deputy 
secretary of state, along 
with Italian Foreign 
Minister Lamberto Dini, 
Friday appealed to the 
two sides involved in the 
Kosovo conflict to put an 
end to the spiral of vio- 
lence. 

They asked the Serbian 
authorities in Belgrade to 
make the . police in 
Kosovo “act in respect of 
human rights,” while foe 
Albanian opposition 
should “give up pursuing 
political goals through 

iolence” and engage in 
direct dialogue. 

Mr. Talbott is in Europe 


at the head of a delegation 
representing the White 
House. the State 
Department and foe 
Pentagon which is visit- 
ing European capitals to 
discuss the Kosovo ques- 
tion. 

Since foe start of the 
crisis in Serbia’s Kosovo 
province in fote February, 
in which more than 80 
people have died, 
Belgrade has repeatedly 
asserted that armed 
groups and military 
equipment enter Yugoslav 
territory from Albania. 

Most" of the population 
in Kosovo, a province in 
southern Serbia, is ethnic 
Albanian but the province 
is run by the Serbian 
authorities. 

Tirana and Belgrade 
traded accusations Friday 
over two disputed border 
incidents that once again 
raised tensions in the 
volatile Balkan region. 

Albania called for the 
deployment of NATO 
troops in Serbia’s Kosovo 
province, after foe inci- 
dents Thursday, which it 
said were instigated by 
Belgrade. 

Yugoslav army head- 
quarters meanwhile 
accused unspecified 
"official state bodies” in 
Albania of involvement in 
the two incidents. 


Last year. Rwandan 
courts heard 304 cases 
related to foe genocide, in 
which 108 defendants were 
sentenced to death and 103 
jailed for life. Others 
received jail terms of 
between five and 15 years. 
Only 1 7 were acquitted. 

The cases are conducted 
separately from a U.N. war 
crimes court set up in 
Arusha. Tanzania. in 
November 1994 to judge 
those held primarily 
responsible for foe geno- 
cide. The U.N. court has yet 
to hand down any verdicts. 


Senior U.S. state official meets 
Cambodia’s King Sihanouk 


SIEM REAP. Cambodia 
t.AFP) — U.S. Assistant 
Secretary' of State Stanley 
Roth met here Saturday 
with Cambodia's King 
Norodom Sihanouk follow- 
ing the death of former 
Khmer Rouse leader Pol 
Pol. 

Emerging from the 90- 
minute meeting at foe royal 
residence in this northern 
Cambodian town. Mr. Roih 
Naid he had discus>ed the 
future of democracy here 
and July's scheduled elec- 
tions. 

“1 wanted to get from (foe 
king) his assessment of the 
current situation and the 
steps that need to be done to 
bring about a restoration of 
democracy and facilitate 
free and fair elections in 
Cambodia” Mr. Roth told 
reporters. 

Neither Mr. Roth nor 
accompanying U.S. diplo- 
mats would comment on the 
substance of discussions 
with foe king, or on foe 
death of Pol Pot and its pos- 
sible implications for the 
future of the Khmer Rouge 
and Cambodia. 

King Sihanouk appeared 
briefly at the door of the res- 
idence io wave to reporters, 
but made no public com- 
ment. 

The monarch met Friday 
with diplomats from Asian 
and Western countries, after 
which he expressed opti- 
mism that the death of Pol 
Pot would usher in an era of 
peace and stability for 
Cambodia. 


Pol Pot died Wednesday 
of an apparent heart attack 
about 95 kilometers north of 
here in Khmer Rouge terri- 
tory near foe Thai border. 

King Sihanouk returned 
home a week ago alter 
months of seclusion in 
China and is to meet 
Sunday with the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nation > (ASEAN) 
“troika” dealing with the 
Cambodian political crisis. 

The troika — foe foreign 
ministers of Indonesia, foe 
Philippines and Thailand — 


is spearheading ASEAN's 
efforts to ensure that the 
upcoming elections are con- 
ducted in a free and fair 
manner. 

The troika was formed last 
July after foe effective 
ouster of the king's son. 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
as first prime minister by 
powerful Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. 

The international commu- 
nity. including ASEAN and 
the “Friends of Cambodia" 
group of nations is pushing 
for the exiled prince to be 


allowed to participate in the 
July 26 polls. 

Many countries have hint- 
ed that unless foe prince, 
who won historic U.N.-bro- 
kered elections in 1993. is 
allowed to participate in foe 
next poll, they will not sup- 
port or recognise the vote. 

Prince Ranariddh, who is 
now in exile in Thailand, is 
due to meet foe king next 
week when he returns to 
Cambodia for just foe sec- 
ond time since he was 
deposed. 


Pol Pot’s ashes to return 
to Khmer Rouge cradle 

SA NGAM PASS. Thailand (AFP) — Part of foe last remains of ex-dictator Pol Pot will 
be sent back to one of foe cradles of foe Khmer Rouge movement after his jungle crema- 
tion Saturday, his erstwhile jailer said. 

Non Nou said foe ashes would be divided into three with one part going to foe town of 
Rananakiri in north Cambodia's Dangrek Mountains. 

It was there that foe leading figures of foe secretive rebels gathered in foe late 1960s and 
early 1970s to hammer their radical ideas into a set of policies which eventually led to foe 
Khmer Rouge regime responsible for foe deaths of almost two million people from 1975 
to 1979. 

Non Nou — who erroneously described Rananakiri as the town where Pol Pot grew up 
— said the ashes would be divided later in foe day after foe funeral pyre had cooled down. 

“The ashes are expected to be taken this evening." he said. Non Nou did not say what 
would happen to the other two lots of ashes following the simple burning in a clearing near 
foe wooden shack where one of the world’s most wanted criminals died last Wednesday. 

But another cadre said by telephone from foe site of foe cremation about one kilometer 
from foe Thai border here that Pol Pot's wife, Mea Son, would pick up foe ashes and keep 
them. 

Non Nou — assigned to guard Pol Pot after he was sentenced to life imprisonment by his 
former comrades at a showuial last June — said one of his men had lit foe pyre of forest 
wood and junk on which Pol Pot was cremated. The 73-year-old man whose very name 
struck fear into the hearts of million of people following his murderous four years in power, 
died alone and was burned with just a few 1 fighters around foe pyre. The fire was fuelled 
with old car tyres, his mattress, his favourite rattan chair, his backpack and other personal 
possessions. 
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Japanese, Russian leaders 


launch no-neckties summit 


KAWANA. Japan (AFP) — 
Japanese and Russian lead- 
ers Saturday launched a 
“no-neckties” weekend 
summit in this heavily- 

guarded eoasial resort, as 
thousands of police kept 
extreme rightist protesters 

at bay. 

Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto and President 
Boris Yeltsin emerged from 
90-minute talks in the 
Kawana Hotel as a political 
storm brewed in Moscow, 
and Japanese rightists 
blared protests on streets 
nearby. 

A second round of talks is 
to be held Sunday before 
Mr. Yeltsin returns to 
Moscow after a 24-hour 
stay for the informal sum- 
mit at this hilltop resort, 
100 kilometres southwest 
of Tokyo. 

Foreign Minister Keizo 
Obuchi. who travelled with 
the Russian leader on a 
helicopter from Tokyo to 
the summit site, said Mr. 
Yeltsin, appeared lo be 
“extremely healthy" despite 
rumours to the contrary. 

The Russian leader and 
Mr. Hashimoto popped in 
on a wedding being held at 
the same hotel. “I hope that 
relations between our two 
countries will go as well as 
your wedding ceremony.” 
Mr. Yeltsin told the recep- 
tion. 


Outside, rightists cruised 
the streets in more than 100 
vans, issuing demands from 
loudspeakers for the return 
of Russian-held southern 

Kuril Islands. 

Hie disputed islands, 
which lie to the north of 
Japan, were seized by 
troops of the former Soviet 
Union in the dying days of 
World War II and have 
since blocked the signing of 
a peace treaty. 

Mr. Hashimoto welcomed 
Mr. Yeltsin with a hug when 
the Russian leader arrived 
with his wife Naina by heli- 
copter on the lawn below 
the magnificent hotel, built 
in the 1930s for golfing mil- 
lionaires. 


main city of Ito. Kawana 
lies on the outskirts of the 


Mr. ; Yeltsin. 67, smiline 


and looking relaxed, took 
off his tie when he saw Mr. 
Hashimoto was wearing a 
roll-neck sweater under his 
jacket. Dozens of school 
children dressed in uniform 
waved L flags and cheered 
“Russia, Russia.” 

Police imposed a security 
perimeter on streets around 
the hotel and baiTed the 
protesters, who had regis- 
tered 'their demonstrations 
in advance, from approach- 
ing within 100 metres of the 
cordon. . 

Three rightists from one 
van were arrested for 
exceeding noise limits, said 
a police spokesman in the 


city. 

Mr. Yeltsin was accompa- 
nied by his daughter and 
advisor Tatina Diatchenko, 
the president's spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembski and 
Acflng First Vice Premier 
Boris Nemtsov. 

Jipan hopes to make 
progress in its demands for 
thej return of the southern 
Kuril Islands and a raft of 
economic deals is on the 
table to smooth relations. 

Among them. Mr. 
Hashimoto was reportedly 
expected to offer support 
forj electricity development 
on the power-short Kuril 
Islands, the first such 
Japanese assistance for 
major infrastructure on the 
territory. 

But on the eve of the sum- 
mit. Russian Prime 
Minister-designate Sergei 
Kiriyenko told the lower 
hoise of parliament, the 
Duma, that Moscow' would 
nos hand over the islands, 
which lie to the north of 
Jafjan. 

Ijhe Duma voted for the 
sectpnd time against Mr. 
Kiriyenko’s candidature as 
prime minister. hours 
before Mr. Yeltsin left for 
Japan. The legislators have 
one more chance to approve 
M(i Yeltsin's choice before 
thej Duma is dissolved. 


“I appreciate his friend- 
ship for coming here at a 
time when Russia’s domes- 
tic politics is in a crucial 
stage,” Mr. Hashimoto said 
as he left Tokyo for 
Kawana. 

“I will let myself be nat- 
ural with him. Something 
that had not moved for 50 
years has finally started 
moving.” 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. 
Hashimoto held a landmark 
summir last November in 
Krasnoyarsk. eastern 
Siberia, calling for a peace 
treaty to be concluded by 
2000 and for the islands 
dispute to be settled. 

A total 105 vans were dri- 
ving around Kawana and 
the main Ito city, police 
said but the force of 4300 
officers, including anti-riot 
officers, was blocking 
access to the Kawana Hotef. 

Traffic snarls built up on 
the narrow roads around the 
usually tranquil town. 

On a six-kilomerre drive 
from Ito to the hilltop 
Kawana hotel, police at 
four checkpoints stopped 
cars and demanded identifi- 
cation papers. No cars were 
allowed into the driveway 
to the Kawana Hotel. 

Police said 1.600 riot 
police were drafted in from 
other prefectures to bring 
the security force to a total 
4.300 officers. 


S. Korea Confident time 


on its side in North ties 


BEIJING (R) — Neither 
Korea got what it wanted 
from the first high-level 
North-South discussions in 
four years, but it was South 
Korea’s chief negotiator 
who was smiling and North 
Korea's who was sombrely 
shaking his head as talks 
collapsed Saturday. 

Despite the failure of 
marathon “fertiliser-for- 
family reunion” talks in 
Beijing, the South Koreans 
appeared confident that the 
needy northerners would 
come back to the table soon- 
er rather than later. 

“Considering the situation 
facing North Korea, we do 
not believe that it will refuse 
to continue North-South 
dialogue.” Seoul’s chief 
negotiator, Jeong Se-Hyon. 
said after announcing the 
breakdown. 

“It will be difficult for 
North Korea to disregard 
south Korean offers of 
help." 

In contrast, Jon Kum- 
Chol, Jeong's North Korean 
counterpart, launched a 
long-winded speech 

denouncing South Korea 
that was punctuated with 
angry gestures that spoke of 
his frustration. 

“The new South Korean 
administration is using fer- 
tiliser as a means of political 
provocation." he said angri- 
ly. “They were trifling with 
their fellow Koreans." 

The dejected-looking Jon 
blasted as “unreasonably 


harsh” South Korea's insis- 
tence that fertiliser aid to the 
hungry north required a firm 
North Korean commitment 
to allowing reunions of fam- 
ilies divided since the 1950- 
53 Korean war. 

“In many ways the new 
South. Korean government is 
more confrontational and 
more conservative toward 
the North than its predeces- 
sor,” Mr. Jon said, shaking 
his head. 

Analysts said that South 
Korean President Kim Dae- 
Jung, who came to office in 
February vowing to make a 
breakthrough in North- 
South ties, has clearly been 
more conciliatory to the 
North than past govern- 
ments. 

The South’s tough stance 
on fertiliser aid, Mr. Jeong 
said confidently throughout 
the talks, was supported by a 
public deeply suspicious of 
North Korea from past dis- 
appointments. 

As the talks bogged down 
in Beijing, South Korean 
newspaper editorials voiced 
near unanimous dismay that 
North Korea had not shown 
any hint it would change its 
hard-line behaviour in 
exchange for aid. 

Behind South Korea's 
conviction that all roads to 
North Korea’s salvation run 
through Seoul is the grow- 
ing isolation of Pyongyang, 
which appears to be alienat- 
ing friends faster chan it can 
win over old foes. 


.As Mr. Jeong spoke of 
Nohh Korea’s isolation, 
explaining that Japan and 
the United States would not 
upgrade their ties with 
Pyongyang without a North- 
South thaw, a Japanese 
newspaper reported yet 
another snub to the Stalinist 


state. 

The Sankei Shimbun 
reported that Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin 
recently turned down a 
request from North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-II who 
wanted to make a trip to 
China his first foreign visit 
since be took power. 

China, whose president 
usually makes time for visit- 
ing heads of even the tiniest 
African states, has shipped 
fertiliser and food to North 
Korea but is known to be 
impatient with its quirky 
Communist ally's refusal to 
reform its economy. 

Even the international aid 
community has shed its stu- 
dious politeness and begun 
complaining about North 
Korea’s we-dare-you-to- 
care attitude towards its 
benefactors. 

World Food Programme 
Director Catherine Bertini 
this week voiced frustration 
in dealing wiih Pyongyang 
officialdom and warned that 
the WFP would cut back 
desperately needed grain aid 
unless the secretive state 
opened wider to monitoring 
of food distribution. 


Czech leader back in operating 
theatre after breathing problems 


INNSBRUCK, Austria 
(AFP) — Czech President 
Vaclav Havel was back in 
the operating theatre 
Saturday for a “clean-up" 
of his right bronchi after 
suffering brealhing prob- 
lems, his doctors said. 

In Prague, the presidency 
said the one-hour treatment 
was a success and was over 
at 1 1 :00 a.m. (0900 GMT). 

The evacuation of the flu- 
ids from the bronchial 
tubes was carried out by a 
hospital medical team and 
his personal doctors at the 
Innsbruck clinic where he 
underwent emergency 
bowel surgery Tuesday for 
a perforated intestine. 

The bronchoscopy 
became necessary because 
fluids are obstructing the 
president’s bronchi and are 
causing breathing prob- 


lems, the Czech news 
agency CTK said earlier 
citing a spokesman for the 
president. 

Doctors said they 
“cleaned up his bronchi” 
after fluids reduced the air 
flow to pan of his right 
lung. 

Mr. Havel had been put 
on a respirator overnight 
Thursday because of his 
breathing problems. 

He had been ordered to 
rest more and cut down his 
workload Friday after he 
developed a slight fever. 

The 6 1 -year-old presi- 
dent was rushed to hospital 
Tuesday from his holiday 
home in the Austrian Tyrol. 
Mr. Havel, once a heavy 
smoker, has been hospi- 
talised on several occa- 


sions since an operation to 
take out a cancerous 


rumour from his right lung 
in December 1996. 

More recently surgeons 
removed a lump in his 
throat in November. 

Mr. Havel was placed in 
the hospital's intensive 
care unit after his latest 
health scare. 

One of Mr. Havel’s doc- 
tors. anaesthetist Bohumil 
Limberk. was called in to 
assist the medical team 
which is looking after the 
president. 

Czech Deputy Health 
Minister Miroslav Cerbak 
told Czech radio the 
brealhing problems did not 
take doctors by surprise 
after Tuesday’s bowel 
surgery. Wounds from that 
operation were healing 
normally, the doctor added. 


New 

rightwing 
movement 
set up in 
France 


LYON, France i.AFP) — 
French politician Charles 
Millon. expelled from the 
centre-right UDF party’ in a 
row- over alliances with the 
far-right National Front, late 
Friday announced the set- 
ting up of a new national 
political grouping to .be 
called simply "The Right" 

Addressing up to 4.000 
supporters here. Mr. Millon 
declared: "Solemnly. I 

announce to you tonight the 
creation of a national move- 
ment for political action 
which will finally dare to 
call itself ‘The Right'.” 

The traditional right and 
the left each have 61 mem- 
bers in the regional Rhonc- 
Alpes assembly after elec- 
tions last month, and Mr. 
Millon owed his reelection 
March 20 as head of the 
regional council to the votes 
of 35 National Front mem- 
bers. 

Refusing to resign, he was 
ejected from the Union for 
French Democracy tUDF) 
on April S. 

The background is a row- 
in the UDF. junior partner to 
the neo-Gaullist Rally for 
the Republic in the conserv- 
ative national opposition, 
over whether to accept 
National Front support in 
regional assemblies. 

The mainstream parties 
had hitherto boycotted the 
National Front of Jean- 
Marie Le Pen because of its 
racism, despite its consistent 
score of around 15 per cent 
of votes in successive elec- 


tions. 

Last week the UDF 
expelled three leading mem- 
bers for striking deals- with 
the National Front in local 
elections in defiance of 
party- orders. The three had 
refused to bow to a party- 
order to resign the presiden- 
cies they won with National 
Front support. 

The UDF executive ruled 
in favour of the expulsion of 
Mr. Millon. Charles Baur of 
the northern Picardy region, 
and Jacques Blanc, presi- 
dent of the southwestern 
Languedoc-Roussillon. 

France’s mainstream right 
is tom by moral doubts over 
whether or not to cooperate 
w-ith the National Front with 
its open polemics against 
non-European immigrants 
and Jews. 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin (right) applauds Naoya Goto, (second left) who is 
holding a wedding gift from Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto ( left), dur- 
ing a wedding reception at Kawana Hotel, the venue of the two leaders informal 
meeting. The two leaders made a surprise visit to the wedding ceremony of Goto and 
his newly-wed wife Kayori, which coincided with the day of Mr. Yeltsin’s arrival 
(Reuters photo) 


Yeltsin 6 rapes’ Duma with 
Kiriyenko nominations 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev 

accused Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin of practical- 
ly “raping" the lower 
house state Duma bv 


renominating as prenuer a 
young reformer twice 
rejected by deputies. 
Interfax reported 

Saturday. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who 
quit as Soviet president in 
1991 after losing a power 
struggle with Mr. Yeltsin, 
head of the Russian 
Federation which was 
then still pan of the Soviet 
Union, said Mr. Yeltsin 
had become "a destabilis- 
ing factor for Russia. 

"By imposing the candi- 
dacy of Sergei Kiriyenko, 
the president almost rapes 
public opinion and the 
Duma.” said Mr. 
Gorbachev, who shot to 
international prominence 


in 1985 when he became 
Soviet leader. 

Mr. Yeltsin nominated 
Mr. Kiriyenko, a 35-year- 
old technocrat deputies 
rejected as prime minister 
for a second time Friday, 
for a third and decisive 
confirmation ballot next 
Friday. 

If lawmakers reject Mr. 
Kiriyenko a third time Mr. 
Yeltsin must dissolve the 
Duma and call fresh elec- 
tions within three months. 

Mr. Gorbachev blasted 
Mr. Yeltsin’s tactics as 
confrontational. saying 
they signalled his inten- 
tion “to cany on with the 
policy that led the country 
into the crisis of 1993 and 
the war in Chechenya. and 
which has been rejected 
by the majority of Russian 
citizens." 

The Kremlin chief's tus- 
sle with parliament over 
the premiership is the 


most serious crisis since 
Mr. Yeltsin sent in tanks to 
crush a parliamentary 
uprising in 1993. 

Forcing deputies to 
accept Mr. Kiriyenko, 
who critics charge is too 
young and inexperienced 
to hold the second most 
important public office in 
a major nuclear power, 
would only increase ten- 
sion in the country. 

The baby-faced 

reformer would be a 
Yeltsin puppet who could 
be easily dispensed with, 
added Mr. Gorbachev. 

Mr. Gorbachev, whose 
dovish-policies to the 
West ended decades of 
cold war tension, current- 
ly runs an eponymous 
foundation in Moscow 
which has had several run- 
ins with the -authorities- : 
over its siting. 


Kohl 

... 

denounce? 
rival ", iM 
Schroeder’s 1 
lack of 
agenda 
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BONN (AFP) — German f 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
slammed his left-wing elec- r 
non rival Gerhard Schroeder 4 
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seizing power, reported 
Germany's Welt am Sonntag j 
weekly. , 

Mr. Schroeder, who .was t 
officially confirmed Friday as " 
the Social Democrats' cantfi- - 
date for chancellor, “has no i 
political programme and is-j 
only intent on gai nin g power,” , 
said Ml Kohl in an interview : 
with the paper to appear today. 7 
On the SPD ceremony of * 
investiture at Leipzig, the .. 
chancellor quipped that Ml ] 
Schroeder, tip{xd by many to ) 
unseat Mr. Kohl, would prob- . 
ably “win a prize for putting ■, 
on the best show." ' 

Mr. Kohl, in power fcr a ", 
record 16 years, is confident 
of staying put, claiming that ; 
the business commumry and - 
economists are hoping for vie- ‘ 
toy for the governing centre- ’ 
right coalition (CDU/CSU). , 
The 68-year-old chancellor ; 
warned that an SPD- ‘ 
Alliance9G/Greens party . 
coalition would seek to back- , 
track on economic reforms ; 
launched by his centre-rigbt. 

A ruling SPD- •_ 
AUiance9Q/Greens coalition 
would be “bad for economic \ 
recovery and would signal the 
end of all hope of job cre- 
ation," warned Mr. KohL 
The SPD is not “a new cen- . 
he" but merely “the old left- , 
wing.” he went on. underiin- ; 
ing traces of SPD leader Oskar . 
Lafontaine’s influence in Ml 
Schroeder’s agenda. 

Mr. Lafontaine, who is 
reputed to ..be- more left-wing ; 
than Mr. Schroeder. seeks to. 
.impose. Ltbe .ojd. state. SPD j 
model” on Germany, said Mr. - 
KohL ; 
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Annan’s decision 


on U.N. probe could 
slow aid to Congo 


UNITED NATIONS ( .AFP I — 
A decision by U.N. chief Kofi 
Annan to halt a U.N. human 
rights probe is likely to slow 
badly needed aid and invest- 
ment to Democratic Republic 
of Congo. 

U.N. officials said that donor 
countries and private investors 
would now think twice about 
helping Kinshasa after Mr. 
Annan Friday pulled out a 
team investigating massacres 
of Rwandan refugees because 
of systematic obstruction by 
DRC authorities. 

But they also stressed that 
the United Nations was not 
cutting its links with Kinshasa 
despite Mr. Annan’s decision 
to pull out the team, which he 
dispatched to DRC last 
August. 

President Laurent Kabila, 
whose Rwandan-backed for- 
mer rebel forces are widely 
blamed for the killings, has 
invite^T Annan to a May 15 
regional summit on stability 
and economic development in 
the Great Lakes region. 

Mr. .Annan has declined the 
im itation. "How could he go. 
under the circumstances," one 
senior official said. But he is 
sending UJV. Development 
Programme chief Gustave 
Speth to the meeting. 

Kinshasa Saturday called on 
the international community to 
stop attaching conditions to 
reconstruction aid lor the 
country, whose infrastructure 
was destroyed by decades of 
misrule by ousted dictator 
Mobutu Sese Seko. 

"Our government has not 
received any external aid. Our 
so-called friends have done 
nothing for the government," 
Economic and Oil Minister 
Pierre- Victor Mpoyc said in a 
statement. 

“We no longer want some- 
one to come and tell us that aid 
comes with strings attached 
They have promised us aid. 
But this aid doesn’t come just 
as we are planning the coun- 


try's reconstruction." the min- 
ister added 

The European Ifnion has 
offered the lion’s share of 
humanitarian and reconstruc- 
tion aid to DRC. totalling some 
S400 million. However, the aid 
is contingent on Kinshasa 
meeting human rights and 
other criteria. 

The World Bank has also set 
up a trust fund totalling some 
S30 million. 

Mr. Mpoyo’s remarks came 
a day after Kinshasa dissolved 
and banned the main human 
rights group in the former 
Zaire and gave others three 
days to register. It also follows 
a meeting between Kabila and 
the U.S. president in Entebbe. 
Uganda last month during 
which Bill Clinton insisted on 
the need for multi -party poli- 
tics and greater respect for 
human rights and opposition 
parties in the DRC. 

A U.N. official noted ihat in 
future, governments would be 
“much more reticent” about 
releasing funds to Kinshasa 
because of Mr. Kabila’s human 
rights reconi 

The official added that pri- 
vate investors, particularly in 
the mining sector, would also 
conclude thai “there is no polit- 
ical and social stability in DRC 
in the long term." 

The Congolese government 
must understand the need for 
guarantees and “transparent" 
government, to ensure the pro- 
tection of investment in the 
country, the official said 
Congolese Ambassador to 
the United Nations Andre 
Kapanga said Friday: “The 
doors are still open, those 
countries that want to help us 
are more than welcome, those 
companies that want to invest 
in the Congo are more than 
welcome." 

“But at the same time, we 
cannot wait forever, we have 
essentially to rely on our own 
resources." 


Indonesia, Brunei to 
cooperate in battling 
Kalimantan fires 
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BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN 
(AFP) — Brunei and 
Indonesia are to cooperate in 
battling vast forest fires in the 
Indonesian region of 
'Kalimantan, a senior official 
said here Saturday as a chok- 
ing smoke haze spread over the 
region. 

Urging countries such as the 
United States to help, the head 
of Brunei’s efforts to battle the 
environmental problem said 
“both sides have agreed to 
work together in firefighting 
efforts.” 

Haji Zakeria bin Haji 
Saruddin. secretary of Brunei's 
National Haze Committee and 
head of the development min- 
istry's environment unit, told 
AFP a cooperation deal on 
firefighting was reached last 
week with Jakarta. 

“It’s just a matter of formali- 
ties, such as who will be 
involved in the mission, when 
we shall proceed.” Haji 
Zakeria said. 

They expected a response 
from Indonesia over the week- 
end as to the exact date a mis- 
sion from Brunei could be sent 
to Kalimantan to assess the sit- 
uation. he said. 

U.N. experts say some 
10.000 firefighters are needed 
to douse the fires, blamed on 
land-clearing and a severe 
drought. 

Brunei's government urged 
bigger nations such as the 
United States to take a direct 
hand in firefighting efforts. 
“ASEAN' is stressing the 
superpowers have to play a 
part. The U.S. is pledging mil- 
lions of dollars fra* research- 
oriented assistance ... It would 
be better if they come forward 
to assist in firefighting direct- 
ly.” Haji Zakeria said. 

The United States 
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images from Singapore show 
the possibility of fires burning . 
in Central Kalimantan as welL . 

ASEAN environment minis- 
ters here last month concluded - 
that fires raging in Indonesia , 
were out of control and South . 

East Asia was under immedi- . 
ate threat from a repeat of the . 
smog that choked most of the . 
region last year. 

Fires in Kalimantan have ; 
kept Brunei Malaysia and j 
Indonesia hostage since * 

February to a blanket of thick } 
smog. Brunei was given at 
reprieve' this week as rains 
helped quell blazes and ease \ 
the haze. 5 

Indonesian Environment ' 

Minister Juwono Sudarsono . 
recently admitted red tape in: 
his country had greatly ham- 
pered firefighting efforts. ■ 

A U.N. disaster assessment # 
and coordination team in > 

Jakarta has said Indonesia : 
needed 10,000 people, water- 1 v - ^ 
bombing aircraft and firefigbt- ^ Jnd 

ing equipment to put out the “ v - fK'-jm 
fires. « 

Brunei's small size and' 
access to millions of dollars in 
resources from government 
and private sector, as well as its 
trained manpower, haw? 
enabled the oil-rich sultanate 
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Malaysian and Brunaan . ^ 
firefighters have been workiiig ’ 
together oq ground and aerial _■ Q,Jr 
operations since February \ '■ ' 

along their shared borders. 1 ,• ^ rrjJ . !■' 

Brunei is locked on Borneo _ ^ 

Island, which is also shared 1 
with the Malaysian states of 
Sarawak and Sabah, and h* ‘W- 
Indonesia's Kalimantan ^ x 'I* - 

region. ; .V' 1 ^ ' 

, _ The fires on Borneo have; 

■ PS** ? lates 1135 largely been blamed on a pw 

heIp lon S^ drought due to the El \f r * f [ "i 

ho the fires that Nino phenomenon, aroi ti*. .i'^ ; r 

have razed some 280.000 prevale^^Lmd^: vh,lj - 

fiectares of forest m methods f 0r clearing land for 
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Kalimantan province. Satellite fanning. 
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Features/News 

On statehood’s 
cusp, Palestinians 
try to overcome 

bitter past 


Jordan Times, Sunday, April 19, 1998 
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Palestinians call it "ai nakba’ — 
Arabic for catastrophe. Israel’s cre- 
ation in 1948 led to the uprooting of 
hundreds of thousands of Palestini- 
ans and set the stage for half a cen- 
tury of hatred and violence. Now, as 
Israel prepares to mark its 50th 
anniversary. Palestinians are still 
struggling toward statehood — and 
a lasting peace still eludes both 
sides. 

By Laura King 

Associated Press 

GAZA CITY — His memories are scraps 
tom from childhood's fabric: a peacock's 
jewel-toned tail feathers. Town streets 
abruptly giving way to the desert’s Wank 
beauty. And his mother’s sewing machine. 

Palestinian psychiatrist Eyad Sarraj was 
just 4 when his family hastily left their 
home in what is now the Israeli town of 
Beersheva And the clearest ima ge he can 
call up from that spring day in 1948 is the 
sight of his mother trying to lug her prized 
machine — a wondrous contraption of 
heavy-wrought metal — to a waiting 
truck. 

Stop, his father told ber. Don’t be silly. 
You don’t need to bring that We’U be back 
in two weeks. For the Sanaj femfly — and 
some three-quarters of a million other 
Palestinians who fled or woe driven out 
when the British withdrew and. the land 
was partitioned — those weeks somehow 
stitched themselves into half a century. 

Today, the Palestinian people — someS 
million worldwide, by United Nations 
count — remain scattered and stareless. 

And like Me Sarraj. nearly every one of 
them carries some talisman of exile and 
dispossession, some loss remembered or 
recounted in family lore: a lemon grove, 
an olive press, a stone house. 

Now, watching Israel commemorate 50 
years of statehood, something they them- 
-sdyBshave ^o-tong and bitterly coveted.^ 
'•* — r*P^jestmi^'arete 

SnsnafThTpast intoThe =pr^enf s* 
painful light 

“She never stopped talking about that 
sewing machine,” said Ml Sarraj, sitting 
gentle and bespectacled in his clinic over- 
looking file gntty slums of Gaza City and 
a crescent of incongruously lovely, blue 

Mediterranean. 

Ml Sarraj remembered, “My father 
bought her a new one later, when it 
became clear there wasn’t any going back. 
Bur it wasn't the same. I remember that 
machine, so black and heavy, bow it stood 
somehow for something enormous — for 
everything that we'd lost That we’d all 
lost.” 

Almost from the beginning, Israelis and 
Palestinians denied one another’s very 
existence as a people. 

Arabs marked Israel for destruction, 
denouncing the mainly European Jews as 
interloper to be driven into the sea. And 
tire late Israeli prime minister. GoldaMeir, 
once said there was no such thing as a 
Palestinian. 

Palestinians fared little better at Arab 
hands. Landless and ruled by Arab neigh- 
bours, ft took time for Palestinians to fold 
their own identity. And ft took far longer 
for Palestinians and Israelis, whose only 
real meeting point was in batde, to see that 
the enemy had a human face. 

The Palestinian lands of today are a 
jagged, truncated little entity only about 
one-fifth the size of historic Palestine. 

Split between the stone-terraced hills of 
tire West Bank and the sandy fiats of Gaza, 
tire territories are home to nearly 3 million 
Palestinians. 

Independence has come a few steps 
closer with the landmark 1993 Oslo peace • 


accords. Gaza is self-ruled and the main 
cities of the West Bank are under Palestin- 
ian control. 

But the Israeli presence remains perva- 
sive. Thousands of moops man check- 
points and military bases. The territories 
are dotted with more than 160 Jewish set- 
tlements. 

“It’s fine to talk about the end of occu- 
pation, but if I walk to tire end of this road, 
1 see Israeli soldiers,” said Gaza merchant 
Salim KamaL “So it’s ours, this land? It 
doesn’t look like ours.” 

The humiliation and anxiety of daily life 
in the territories take tireir tolL A recent 
United Nations report noted that Palestini- 
ans suffer a high rare of sleep disorders, 
nightmans and depression. 

Lola Awad, 29. is a mother of six in 
Gaza’s Jabaliya refugee camp. Like tire 
territories’ two dozen other such camps, it 
has grown from rows of huts and tents in 
1948 co a concrete-block city with a grim 
air of permanence. 

“Sometimes when 1 lie down at night, I 
feel like a stone is silting on my chest” she 
said. “When I wake up in the morning, the 
stone is still there.” 

If 1948 marked the original catastrophe 
for Palestinians, hs echo came in 1967, 
when Israel and its Arab neighbours a gain 
went to war. It was a rout Israel captured 
tire West Bank and east Jerusalem from 
Jordan, tire Gaza Strip from Egypt and the 
Golan Heights from Syria. Another 
300,000 Palestinians became refugees — 
and lost hope that the Arab World would 
be tireir saviour. 

‘Tt was our darkest time — whata shock 
tire news was,” said Salah Taamari, a 
Palestinian who was then studying Eng- 
lish literature in Cairo. “I sat down right 
where I was. on some steps. It was as if 1 
had been knocked out by a punch.” 

So, like thousands of young exiled 
Palestinians of his generation, he took up 
arms. 

“In those days, joining the PLO was like 
joining the you* movement — the stu- 
dent protests, free thinking, everything thai 
was going on in tire ’60s," Mt Taamari 
said . who today is a member of the Pales- 
tinians’ first freely elected parliament. 
“Only instead of hitchhiking around 
Europe, we became commandos. Our 
idols were Che and Castro. But we found 
out it was a very, very serious business.” 
Mr. Taamari joined Yasser Arafat's Fateh 
faction. A natural leader — he is tall and 
imposing, with startling pale-green eyes 
— he became unit commander at 
Karameh, a Jordanian base tire PLO was 
using to launch raids inside IsraeL 
hi March 1968, Israeli forces attacked. 
Amid the inferno of battle, Mr. Taamari 
heard a voice calling his name. The 
Israelis were using a loudspeaker to call 
for Rneh leaders, including Mr. Taamari. 
to give up. 

The man with the megaphone was an 
Israeli intelligence officer named Aharon 
Bamea. Ml Taamari didn't surrender. He 
just wished he could shoot tire voice. 

The two would meet years larer, under 
circumstances neither could have then 
imagined. 

hi the late 1960s, the Palestinians' guer- 
rilla war began in earnest For the next 
decade, their cause became synonymous 
with hijackings, bombings, hostage-tak- 
ing, commando raids. 

These were tire violent circles in which 
Bassam Abu Sharif moved As a strategist 
for the Popular Front for tire Liberation of 
Palestrae, a PLO faction, he recruited tire 
notorious terrorist Carlos, even giving him 
his nom de guerre. 

One warm July morning in 1972, weeks 
after die massaae 24 people at Israel’s air- 
port. a package awaited Abu Sharif at tire 
Beirut office of his PFLP newspaper. A 



Children play in the sand in Beach Camp, Gaza. Regular flooding and open sewerage channels have left the sand infected with parasites 
(UNRWA photo) 


book was promiding from the partly tom 
packing. 

He rook ir out and opened ft. 

The explosion tore two fingers off each 
hand and ripped his face. His hearing was 
damaged; be lost an eye. Shrapnel wounds 
covered his body. 

Israel never officially acknowledged 
responsibility, but former Israeli intelli- 
gence operatives have confirmed targeting 
him. 

In the hospital, during his long recovery, 
an odd thing happened. Abu Sharif began 
wondering whether Israelis and Palestini- 
ans could find a way to live together. 

“I had nothing to do but think.” he said 
in an interview in the West Bank town of 
Ramallah, gesturing forcefully with his 
mangled hands. 

"No eyes, no ears, no hands — what else 
could I do? I thought about the whole 
thing, the way it goes on and on forever — 
I get hit, we hit someone... It wouldn't 
stop.” 

Abu Sharif would eventually become 
one of the first Palestinian fighters ro speak 
up for peace, drafting a plan for the PLO 
to renounce terrorism and recognise Israel. 
But that would not happen for another 15 
years. 

When he recovered. Abu Sharif returned 
to the shadow wars. At home in the terri- 
tories. meanwhile, a new kind of conflict 
was brewing. 

If the Palestinians were stateless, their de 
facto army was as well. Mr. Arafat could 
not keep a home base. 

Jordan expelled the PLO in 1971 for 
fomenting rebellion. They regrouped in 
Lebanon, but were driven out in Israel’s 
1982 invasion. The PLO then set up head- 
quarters in Tunis, its fighters scattered 
around the Arab World 

In die West Bank and Gaza, ordinary' 
Palestinians were realising that the battle 
could not be won by exile*. In December 
1987. after more than two decades of 
Israeli occupation, they took matters into 
their own hands. The intifada had begun. 

Izzat Ghazzawi, a Palestinian novelist 
from Ramallah, had never done anything 
political except labour organising. But the 
afl -encompassing nature of the uprising 
— street clashes, school closings, curfews, 
beatings, midnight searches, bouse demo- 
litions — touched the lives of nearly 
everyone. 

“There was no escaping it,” recalled Mr. 


Ghazzawi. He joined the PLO and wrote 
leaflets demanding a homeland, but also 
urging acceptance of Israel’s existence. 

Ln 1989 the Israelis arrested him for 
being a member of a ‘lerrorist” group, and 
a military court jailed him for two and a 
half years. His first two months were spent 
in solitary confinement — ‘They denied 
me everything, even a toothbrush'' he 
said 

He began writing clandestinely, and his 
letters were smuggled out and published. 

The six-year intifada was already sput- 
tering by fee time the Oslo accords were 
signal But violence had become a way of 
life for Palestinians, and one November 
day in 1993, it hit home for Mr. Ghazzawi. 

Remembering, he holds himself very' 
still, his large brown eyes seeking the 
emptiness of an open window-. On that 
morning. Israeli soldiers approached the 
high school of his 1 6-year-old son. Rami. 
Some students threw- stones, and the sol- 
diers fired into the schoolyard. Rami, shot 
in the stomach, bled to deaifr 

“He was such a good kid. a peaceful kid. 
He wanted to be a writer. I think he would 
haw been a poet, a good one." Mr. Ghaz- 
zawi said quietly. ".After this, the taste of 
life can never be the same.'' 

“But.” he said, rousing himself, "it didn’t 
change my view that peace is our fate. 
Rami was the victim of a terrible system. 
And the only way to change it is through 
peace.” 

The last half-century of Palestinian his- 
tory is not only a story of struggle and suf- 
fering but of recurrent spasms of self- 
destructiveness. 

"We made many mistakes and missed 
many opportunities for peace.” said Abu 
Shanf. the parcel-bomb victim. “But we 
can’t rewrite history. We have to go on 
from here.” 

Had the Palestinians accepted the parti- 
tion of 1948. they could have had more 
land than they now seek — a fact they 
acknowledge but tire of having flung in 
their faces. 

“That wouldn't have been justice. .And 
what we will get from the peace process 
isn’t justice either.” said Salah Taamari. the 
ex-commando. “It's about less injustice.” 

Today few Israelis would agree with 
Golda Meir’s refusal to recognise the 
Palestinians as a people: in mainstream 
Israeli thinking, their desire for statehood 
is understood, if not universally accepted 


But even Israelis sympathetic to this 
cause are angered and baffled when Pales- 
tinians cheer on Saddam Hussein, or 
champion the cause of Holocaust deniers. 

This is an awkward, anxious moment in 
time for the Palestinians, caught as they 
are on the cusp of statehood. 

They already have many of the trappings 
of a sovereign nation: flag and anthem, 
Mr. Arafat as elected head of government, 
a parliament, their own security- forces. 

But enormous differences remain to be 
settled with Israel: the new state’s borders, 
the fate of Jewish settlements within them, 
whether the Palestinians can ever have 
their capital in Arab east Jerusalem — a 
city claimed in its entirety by Israel. 

As Palestinians work to build the institu- 
tions of statehood — a legal system, a 
working economy, a free press — the 
pressures grow daily. 

The independence snuggle has helped 
keep a lid on social schisms: Western ways 
eroding the traditional culture, authoritari- 
anism pitted against civil liberties. 

But as statehood comes closet those 
divisions may boil to the surface. Islamists 
pose a serious challenge, given their oppo- 
sition to peace with IsraeL Extremists have 
disrupted negotiations with spectacular 
suicide bombings that have killed dozens 
of Israelis. 

Years of isolation have left a lingering 
sense of Palestinian separateness from 
both the Arab World and the wider one. 
But despite questions about the Palestini- 
ans’ place among nations, their sense of 
self has only grown stronger. 

“Ten years ago I was afraid to say I was 
a Palestinian.” said Gaza City’s mayor, 
Aoun Shawa. "Once during die intifeda 
when our house was searched by soldiers, 
my daughter was so afraid, because she 
had drawn 3 Palestinian flag in one of her 
school notebooks. She was afraid I would 
be arrested if they found iL Now our flag 
is flying everywhere." 

Perhaps most difficult for Palestinians to 
acknowledge is the degree to which the 
long conflict with Israel helped define 
their own identity — and the addictive 
namre of that intertwining. 

‘We are so used to a sense of drama, of 
having a place on the world stage,” said 
sociologist Salim Taamari. ’Thai is 
because of Israel's hold on the Western 
imagination. 

■'So what happens when this quarrel is 


over? Will we be a quiet provincial place, 
with our farms and our markets, which no 
one pays the least attention to?” 

It remains to be seen whether the Pales- 
tinian nation will be something greater 
than the sum of grief and grievance. 

Without reconciliation, that will be 
impossible, said former PLO fighter Mr. 
Taamari. And he has his own story, full of 
truth’s eternal improbability, of such a 
coming together. 

It was 1982, and Mr. Taamari, by then a 
senior PLO figure, had been captured by 
the Israelis. An Israel radio reporter came 
ro interview' him. The reporter was Aharon 
Bamea, the man with the megaphone at 
the battle of Karameh 14 years before. 

Mr. Bamea intended the interview to last 
only minutes. Instead, the two spoke pas- 
sionately for eight hours — about politics, 
history, literature, morality. 

“He provoked me intellectually. I was 
astonished by him,” Mr. Bamea recalled 
Midway through the talk, Mr. Taamari 
turned pale, recognising the voice that had 
called on him to surrender. 

"If you had been in my gunsights. I 
would have fired,” Mr. Bamea told him. 

"I looked for you all day. to put a bullet 
in your head.” Mr. Taamari replied. 

The friendship that emerged from that 
jailhouse encounter has endured for 16 
years, through wrenching and continued 
Israeli-PaJestinian conflict. In 1996, 
Bamea lost his young nephew in a bus 
bombing. 

"He is a remarkable man," Mr. Bamea 
said of Mr. Taamari. “We are very close.” 
As for Mr. Taamari, his return from exile 
to the town of his birth is still suffused with 
a sense of unfulfilled longing. 

There are a few places in Bethle- 
hem — an orchard where he played 
in summer, a cave w-here he once 
spent a night — that he treasures 
from childhood but has avoided 
revisiting. 

He needs, he says, to wait. "It’s 
like something sweet you put aside 
10 have later. I know 1 will feel a 
mixture of sadness and deep joy — 
it’s what makes you feel human, 
this sense that nothing can stand 
between you and your country. It's 
like the connection of your skin 
and the rest of your body’. 

"So it’s not time. Not just yet." 
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King, Cohen discuss stalled peace process and military cooperation 


(Continued from page 1) 

remain until Iraq implements 
the 1991 Gulf War seize-fire 
conditions. 

‘Tt is imperative that Sad- 
dam Hussein produces proof 
that be has in fact destroyed 
these chemical and biologi- 
cal weapons and missiles 
that he claims have been 
destroyed,” Mr. Cohen said. 

‘They should produce evi- 
dence that they have already 
destroyed all their Scud mis- 
siles that are weaponized 
with Anthrax,” he added. 

“Until such evidence is 
produced, then there can be 
no easing of the sanctions,” 
Mr, Cohen, who arrived here 
from Turkey, said. - 

Tt is an obligation on the 
side of Saddam Hussein, that 
he must fully comply by pro- 
ducing evidence that 
weapons . have been 
destroyed,” the U.S. official, 
who is on the second leg of a 


regional that will take him to 
IsraeL Egypt and Greece, 
said. 

The Secretary of Defence 
warned the Iraqi President 
from denying access to die 
United Nations Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
inspectors to any sites they 
want to inspect. 

“Should he (Saddam Hus- 
sein) hinder or obstruct the 
tU.N.) inspectors contradict- 
ing the agreements he 
signed, then obviously that 
will be a model thar will be 
taken up by the United States 
in consultation with their 
allies,” the U.S. official said. 

“They must allow access to 
all sires in Iraq... there 
should be no limitations on 
how many inspections to be 
conducted,’’ the U.S. Secre- 
tary said. 

Mr. Cohen said that the 
U.S. and several other states 
in the region prefer to deal 
with a “different regime” in 


Iraq, but stressed that sanc- 
tions were not linked to the 
presence of the Iraqi presi- 
dent at the helm of the polit- 
ical hierarchy in Baghdad. 

“Ms. (Madeleine) Albright 
has indicated that she and 
we, and I suspect, many in 
the region, will welcome the 
opportunity to deal with a 
different regime,” Mr. Cohen 
said. 

“But that if Saddam Hus- 
sein does in fact comply with 
all U.N. resolutions, then 
there would be an end to the 
sanctions. So that is our pol- 
icy," he added. 

Dr. Majali said that the 
U.S. will extend S75 million 
worth of military assistance 
to the the Kingdom and 
voiced hope that the U.S- 
will increase this amount. 

The Premier said that the 
stalled peace process 
between the Palestinians and 
Israelis was not dead, adding 
that all efforts should be 


maintained to revive the 
peace making in the region. 

He also voiced hope that 
U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross will bring an 
“initiative" that would revive 
the peace process on the 
Israeli-Palestinian track. 

“Mr. Ross is coining to 
restart the peace process and 
hopefully to reach a break- 
through by officially pre- 
senting an initiative to both 
sides,” Dr. Majali said. 

Mr. Cohen said that he dis- 
cussed with Dr. Majali “ter- 
rorism" in the region and 
that the two sides were "unit- 
ed in opposition to terror- 
ism." 

Mr. Cohen, who will leave 
today to Egypt, said that the 
U.S. will work hard to main- 
tain the “qualitative edge” of 
Israel in the region due to the 
“threats" posed by some 
countries. 

“We are committed to 
Israel’s security and to help- 


ing them maintain a qualita- 
tive edge in their capabili- 
ties," he said. 

He stressed that during his 
visit to Tel Aviv, he will dis- 
cuss with Israeli military 
officials U.S. assistance in 
developing the Israeli long- 
range missile. Arrow. 

"If we look at the threats 
that are posed by the prepa- 
ration of the missile capabil- 
ity... I Israelis) have legiti- 
mate concern and interest in 
providing protection against 
these types of missiles that 
have been launched against 
its territories” Mr. Cohen 
said. 

“So 1 can see that there has 
not been inconsistency in 
pursuing the Middle East 
peace process. He added that 
enhancing Israel’s defence 
capabilities does not “under- 
mine the peace process but 
in fact it strengthens the 
peace process." 


Majali pledges to start drawing new press law 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

the government's drawers.” 

According to AJ .Arab AI Yawm. 
the draft law includes three major 
changes introduced to the May 
revisions. 

Tt proposes raising the capital of 
dailies and weeklies... it places 
tough conditions for employing 
chief editors... it increases financial 
penalties.” added the daily. 

The temporary law that was intro- 
duced in May 1997 and abrogated 
by the court' in January this year, 
was viewed both home and abroad 
as restrictive to freedom of expres- 
sion. 

The law had introduced tough 
amendments including raising the 
minimum capital for dailies 10 
JD600.000 from JD50.000 in the 
previous law. and for weeklies to 
JD300,000 from JD 15,000, a sum 
which was impossible to secure by 
13 weeklies who were forced to 
shut down. 

The amendments had expanded 
the list of prerequisites concerning 
chief editors, mainly focusing on a 


minimum of ten years of experi- 
ence. It also raised the penalties on 
violators and offenders of the law, 
as fines in the previous law ranged 
between JD 1,000-6,000 depending 
on the articles violated, while the 
temporary law set minimum fines 
at JD15.000 and a maxim at 
JD50.000, while giving the court 
the right to suspend publication of 
any paper found in violation of sev- 
eral articles of the law, especially 
article 40 which includes writing 
prohibitions. 

According to Article 40 journal- 
ists should not write or publish any 
kind of news, analysis and com- 
mentaries which "disparages The 
King or the Royal Family, the 
armed forces, security services, and 
heads of friendly states.” as well as 
news items that could encourage 
crime or damage national unity, 
general ethics and religion. 
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Deeper analysis required 


POL POT, the infamous Cambodian leader 
who died last week in the jungles of 
Southeast Asia, is surely not the last dictator 
or dreamer turned despot who was respon- 
sible for the death of milli ons of his people. 

The history of mankind is filled with the 
likes of Pol Pot, and they'll continue to 
appear in different places as they appeared 
this century and before. 

The problem with Pol Pot and before him 
Adolf Hitler is that they do not spring up 
out of the void. They are the result of the 
prejudices, ignorance, and bigotries of their 
own societies : arid the circumstances sur- 
rounding them. They would not have suc- 
ceeded in the first place in getting the sup- 
port of their followers had the climate not 
been ripe for their emergence. Hitler rose 
to prominence in his country as a result of 
World War I, the defeat of Germany and 
the harsh economic conditions that brought 
upon the German and the European divi- 
sions of the time. Pol Pot was also a result of 
the colonial rule that befell Cambodia, 
Vietnam and other parts of Southeast Asia. 

It is therefore grossly wrong to attribute 
the atrocities committed by- Hitler or Pol 
Pot to them solely. The circumstances, the 
other individuals and the collective psychol- 
ogy of the societies that created, abetted 
and hailed such dictators should be studied 
and analysed. Human history should not be 
attributed only to the actions of individuals. 
If a lesson is to be learnt from the 
Cambodian and German experiences, it is 
that no one individual is capable of commit- 
ting atrocities on such a horrendous scale 
without the complicity of his followers and 
at times most of his people. Peoples every- 
where must therefore be allowed to look 
deeper than just placing the blame on one 
individual. A process of the sorts has being 
going on for some time now in Germany 
and elsewhere in the German-speaking 
world. 

It is not sufficient to threaten to bring the 
other Khmer Rouge leaders to a tribunal to 
try them for genocide. A parallel effort 
should be made to find the real circum- 
stances that led to the genocide and to pre- 
venting its reoccurrence. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm’s Saleh Qallab believes that the 
visits of British Prime Minister Tony Blair and U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ross to the Middle East are not expected 
to achieve anything. Of course the two men are coming 
to discuss the peace process which the Israeli govern- 
ment has blocked through its continued violations of 
the Oslo accord and its determinaton to maintain its 
hold on the occupied Arab territories of Palestine. 
QaJiab said. He said perhaps Netanyahu would not be 
as rude to Blair as he was towards British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook and perhaps the Israeli premier 
would offer Blair a great deal of sweet talk and promis- 
es. But in light of the past behaviour of Netanyahu and 
his government these promises will soon go up in thin 
air once the visitor has returned home, according to 
Qallab. Dennis Ross - visit is also not expected this time 
to meet a better fate than the past visits to Israel and 
Palestine simply because the U.S. administration is 
totally in the hands of the Zionist lobby steering it 
towards protecting Israel's interests. Qallab said. 


AI Dustour’s Mohammad Daoud believes that the 
King’s visit to Aqaba and the decisions taken by the 
Council of Ministers promise a great deal for the south- 
ern regions of Jordan. The writer said the projects 
which are to be implemented in the south including the 
establishment of an American university in Aqaba and 
the agricultural and industrial schemes will employ 
great numbers of Jordanians and help address the 
chronic unemployment problem. There is no doubt that 
the economic and social projects which are slated for 
Aqaba are bound to benefit not only the port city but 
also the villages and the settlements around it, said the 
writer. He said he hoped that the private sector will now 
join the government in making the dream of a prosper- 
ous southern region come true. 



Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Predicting the future is a myth 


THE FUTURE is still resisting all attempts to predict 
at any degree of certainty. Economists, politicians and 
other social scientists failed so far to make reasonable 
predictions of major developments. They started to 
admit their inability to foresee what was going ro hap- 
pen in order to issue early warnings. The feason is very 
simple, on one hand they lack the tools for prediction 
in the human side. On the other hand they lack con- 
vincing and tested paradigms to help in this respect. As 
a matter of fact, the mere description of social sciences 
as sciences is now brought to question. 

Why did the International Monetary Fund (IMF) fail 
to warn the Asian Tigers against the impending finan- 
cial crisis ahead of time, even though it has The best 
bunch of researchers and economists ever assembled 
under one roof, coupled with the most comprehensive 
information and data. 

Why did the American think tanks, specialising in 
Soviet affairs, fail to predict the end of cold war and 
the collapse of the eastern bloc, the dismantling of the 
Soviet Union and the abolishment of socialism, despite 
all the intelligence which was made available to them. 

What prevented the Europeans from foreseeing the 
ethnic explosion in the former Yugoslavia which 


caused them to hesitate over one year before they 
decided to recognise the independence of Slovaina and 
Croatia and fail to expect chaos in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina although the Balkan region represent 
their own backyard. 

Why did the United States fail to foresee the finan- 
cial and monetaiy collapse of Mexico which is not 
only a close neighbour but also a trading partner of the 
U.S., and consequently fail to come to its rescue before 
the collapse which could have substan dally reduced 
the huge cost of the rescue package. 

Did any one expect the faltering of the Japanese eco- 
nomic miracle and its rapid transformation from 
strength to weakness, that analysts now talk about the 
sick Japanese economy and Its need to radical mea- 
sures of reform to save it from the present troubles. 

Before all that, the regime of the Shah in Iran 
enjoyed an excellent reputation among analysts as a 
stable regime. Those political analysts were busy 
explaining the virtues of the so called white revolution 
to bring the Iranian nation to a new stage of moderni- 
sation when suddenly the regime collapsed overnight 
at the hands of religious clerics which were never 
taken seriously. 


The Islamic revolution in Iran surprised everyone 
like a bullet which was shot from the Middle Ages to 
explode in the twentieth century. After the Islamic rev; 
olution of Iran analysts moved to the other extreme 
and predicted a chain of Islamic take-over in most 
Middle East countries which of course did not happen^ 
Who thought for a moment that the South Korean ris- 
ing star and not the dying North Korea would need a 
bail out and submit to the dictates of the IMF to over- 
haul its economy. . 

Why did the isolated communist regime of Fidel 
Castro in Cuba survive against all odds when the con- 
ventional wisdom resolved that k is doomed after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union who used to support 
Castro politically and inject some $2 billion annually 
to its economy to keep it going. 

All of the above tell the same story: Predicting the 
future is not possible. The futurists lack the tools, the 
models and the theories. Everything is possible. The 
variables are so numerous and complex that the future 
does not lend itself to prediction. At best one can pre- 
sent several scenarios for the future, but even then 
there is no guarantee that one of them may come true. 
The future remains open to all probabilities. 
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Inherent right of the Palestinian people to their homeland 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


THE ARTICLE of Mr. Thomas Fitzpatrick, 
“The Vatican apology took courage.” 
(Jordan Times, March 31. I99S) is interest- 
ing but is subject to certain criticism. I do 
not intend to deal with the Vatican 
Document itself as I have already done so 
objectively in ‘my article “A close look at - 
the Vatican Document” (Jordan Times, 
March 28, 1998). Nor do I wish to discuss 
the alleged “infiltration” by Israel of the 
Catholic Church although it must be 
admitted that the Zionists and the Jews in 
general have already had some influence if 
not on the Catholic Church as an institu- 
tion but maybe on Pope John Paul II him- 
self and on some pro-Jew’ish cardinals in 
the Vatican. Pope John Paul himself may 
have more sympathy towards the Jews than 
towards the Palestinians because as a 
young man who lived in Poland under Nazi 
Germany, he personally witnessed the suf- 
fering and killing of his compatriot Jews 
(including of course Christian Polish citi- 
zens) by the Nazis. But he has not actually 
witnessed the massacre, the suffering and 
the expulsion of the Palestinians in 1947- 
1948 and afterwards, which is tantamount 


to a Holocaust, as hearing or reading 
reports is not like seeing and witnessing 
events. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick tries to preach to us from 
his ivory tower as he has not experienced 
the sting of homelessness and expulsion, 
by saying “there is much hatred of the 
Israelis for the Arabs and Arabs for 
Israelis" And adds "here I am concerned 
with the hatred of Jordanians towards 
Israelis.” It must be emphasised here that 
the Arabs and especially the Palestinians 
who form about 60 per cent of the 
Jordanian citizenship, have serious deep 
causes and justification for this hatred 
because, as Mr. Fitzpatrick must realise 
and remember, the Israelis uprooted the 
Palestinians from their ancestral homeland 
and scattered them to the four wings of the 
earth. The Israelis dislocated their very life 
and existence. Palestinians were massacred 
not only in Deir Yassin but in other parts of 
Palestine as well, hundreds of thousands of 
their towns and villages were destroyed 
and replaced by Jewish settlements built on 
their debris. Even today in Israel proper 
some Arab citizens of Israel are not 
allowed to return to their villages because 
they are considered “absentees” by the 


most cruel and vicious law called “The 
Absentee Property Law” of 1950. One 
example of this law has been applied to the 
inhabitants of Ikrit and Biram in the north 
of Israel who until this day are not allowed 
to return to their villages. In other words 
the Jews who were victimised by the 
Europeans (never by the Arabs in their 
long history) are victimising innocent 
Palestinians until today. Examples of the 
unjust treatment of the Arabs of Israel by 
the latter can be amply found in Professor 
Israel Shahak's book “Le Racisme de 
l’Etat d’lsrael” and in the books of the new 
Israeli historians, let alone the treatment 
meted out to the Palestinians by Israel in 
the West Bank and in Gaza. 

On the other hand the Israelis have no 
cause for hating the Arabs or the 
Palestinians because they were foreigners 
who came from the four comers of the 
world and usurped Palestine. They are the 
aggressors and initiators of the conflict 
while the actions of the Palestinians, fall 
within the sphere of self-defence of their 
persons, their families and their country. 
They are the victims of Jewish-Israeli 
aggression. The Israelis hate the Arabs 
simply because the latter resisted and com- 


bated them. The Israelis are now enjoying 
the fruits of the land, orchards, groves and 
vineyards of the Palestinians. They are 
occupying their houses and hundreds of 
thousands of their buildings and shops. 
What can one expect from a Palestinian 
who is living only a few miles away from 
his house or property which is usurped by 
an Israeli. Can we expect this Palestinian 
to love and bless the Israeli who may have 
come from New York. This hatred is only a 
human and natural reaction. Otherwise he 
must be either a saint or an angel. 

Furthermore and regardless of the pre- 
sent overriding power of Israel, neither 
present generation of Palestinians nor their 
descendants and far future generation will 
ever forget their homeland towns or vil- 
lages. One may ask a Palestinian boy or 
girl of 7 or 8 years of age where he comes 
from and he/she will immediately reply 
without hesitation that he is from a town or 
village in the district of Jaffa or Haifa or 
Ramleh or Jerusalem although he or she 
has never seen his/her father’s or grandfa- 
ther’s town or village. The Palestinians and 
their descendants ad infinitum will never 
relinquish their inherent right in Palestine 
and their properties there. 
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Kennewick Man 


and the new world blitzkrieg 


By G wynne Dyer 


THE UNITED States would be just 
about perfect if it were not for three 
flaws: it is obsessed by race, it is full 
of lawyers, and it is overrun by reli- 
gious nuts. When all three elements 
come together, as in the C3se of 
Kennewick Man. it gets very weird. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
has finally given up on Kennewick 
Man. Earlier" this month, it asked the 
Department of the Interior to take 
over the decision on whether this 
8,400-vear-old skeleton should go to 
the a'nthroldgists for study, or to the 
local Native Americans for burial. 
The folks at interior did not seem 
overjoyed. 

It was along the banks of the 
Columbia River in Washington, near 
the town of Kennewick, that two stu- 
dents stumbled on the bones in ques- 
tion in 1996. Police suspected a mur- 
der and gave them to the coroner — 
who called in a forensic anthropolo- 
gist. James Chatters. 

“Right away I noticed the 
Caucasoid features.” says Chatters, 
who at first thought the skeleton, of a 
middle-aged man. had been an early 
European trapper or pioneer in the 
area. (Caucasoids, in anthropology, 
are a category that includes 
Europeans. Middle Easterners, and 
most people in the Indian sub-conti- 
nent.) 

Then Chatters noticed that the 
skeleton's pelvic bone had fused 
around a stone spear-head of a very 
old type. So he sent a bone sample 
off for carbon dating — which 
revealed that it was 8.410 years old. 
plus or minus 60. Fascinating news 


for archaeologists — but the coroner 


promptly confiscated Kennewick 
Man on orders from the Army Corps 
of Engineers, who had yielded to a 
demand from the local Native 
Americans that the skeleton be hand- 
ed over for immediate burial in a 
secret place. 

The Indians were acting under the 
1990 Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act. 
which says that Indian remains on 
government property must be “repa- 
triated” to the relevant tribe. The 
Army Corps of Engineers has to 
work with many Indian tribes along a 
lot of rivers, and needs to keep them 
sweet. 


But anthropologists were outraged, 
and immediately launched a lawsuit 
against the army. The skeleton was 
locked in a vault in the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory, with 
the DNA studies on it only half-com- 
pleted — and then things started to 
get really silly. 

The Umatilla Indian band claimed 
the right to perform religious rituals 
over "their” remains (as though 
there had been Umatilla Indians 
S.40Q years ago). A Nordic separatist 
group called the Asatru Folk 
Assembly demanded equal time to 
■'conduct a neo-Norse reiigious cere- 
mony over “their” Caucasian fore- 
bear. complete with a bust of Odin 
(though rhe Army insisted that they 
drink apple juice instead of mead). 
At this point, anthropologists began 
talking about constituting them- 
selves as a new religion whose rites 
would involve procedures like DNA 
tests. But behind all this foolishness, 
alas, lurks the usual tangle of racial 
and religious obsessions. 

Native Americans have always ven- 
erated their dead, and the 1990 act 
was an overdue measure to stop the 
desecration of native grave sites. But 
the concerted native attempt to claim 
and bury skeletons eight, ten and in 
one case eleven thousand years old is 
aimed at suppressing any’ interpreta- 
tions of early American history that 
compete with their own. highly 
politicised version. 

As the Umatiilas' religious leader. 
Armand Mimhorn. put it on the 
tribe's website: “If this individual is 
truly 9.000 years old, that only sub- 
stantiates our belief that he is Native 
American. We do not believe our 
people migrated here from another 
continent.” 

Native Americans have always 
emphasised that they were there first, 
since guilt is their main lever over a 
more powerful non-native society. 
But in recent years many Indians 
have also been swept up by a 
homogenised, rather “fundamental- 
ist” version of traditional Indian reli- 
gions, aimed at restoring native self- 
respect. which insists that they have 
always been in the Americas. 

This new dogma denies that the 
Americas were settled by tribes who 
reached Alaska from Siberia when 
the last Ice Age created a land bridge 
across the Bering Strait 12-15,000 


years ago. All the more does it seek 
to suppress any notion that other. 
“Caucasoid" migrants might have 
reached the Americas from Europe, 
crossing the sea ice linking Britain 
to Iceland to Newfoundland, at the 
same time or even earlier. Whereas 
white supremacists love the idea. 

Kennewick Man is not the only 
very old Caucasoid skeleton found in 
North America: there are half a 
dozen others, ranging from the 
Pacific coast as far east as 
Minnesota. There probably was a 
“white" strand of immigration to the 
Americas, although it’s more likely 
to have come from the ancient 
Caucasoid population of north-east 
Asia — related to the European- 
looking Ainu aboriginal people of 
Japan — than from Europe. So how 
are Americans to deal with this polit- 
ically incorrect datum? 

Native Americans habitually cheer 
themselves up (and guilt-trip the rest 
of the population) by insisting that 
they are wise stewards of rhe land, in 
closer harmony with nature than 
those greedy, destructive European 
newcomers. Aforesaid newcomers, 
desperately hoping that there’s 
somebody wiser than themselves, lap 
this stuff up, so everybody benefits 
from the myth. But there is this big. 
awkward fact that just as the first 
human beings arrived in the 
Americas, most of the large animal 
species became extinct. 

Cynical anthropologists take it for 
granted that this is what happens 
when experienced hunters without a 
shred of ecological consciousness 
encounter wild animals with no 
learned fear of human beings, and 
refer to it among themselves as the 
“New World blitzkrieg.” But it does 
rather undermine the Indians’ hold 
on the moral high ground, so here's 
an ideal compromise. 

Why don't we just admit that the 
“Caucasoids” did come to the 
Americas — and blame them for the 
blitzkrieg. We could even build new 
myths in which environmentally cor- 
rect ‘Mongoloids.' the ancestors of 
the present Amerindian population, 
wiped them out to save the land. The 
Caucasoids are all dead, so they 
won't mind. 






Asking to keep it simple 


To the editor: 


I REFER to the article written by Mr. 
Lu’ayy Minwer AJ Rimawi (Jordan limes, 
April 18. 

I read’ the article, frankly most of it, with 
some interest and note again and again that 
many Arab writers, writing in englisb, tend 
to use language and words that are so diffi- 
cult to understand. The reader will find it 
difficult to continue reading such articles. 

These writers have to realise that some, if 
not most, of the prominent writers of the 
past and the present use simple language 
in their writings. Simple does not mean 
mediocre. 

I would like to quote only the following 
passage from the article: “Needless to say, 
rational western-educated members of our 
Jordanian society should not become 
insensitive tools of social reform, who 
abrasively accentuaite their ‘superior' pre- 
scriptions. I’m a rational western-educated 
member of our Jordanian society and Idid 
not clearly understand neither this passage 
nor the bulk of the contents of this article. 
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Greening together 

To the editor: 


DON’T YOU think that it is about time 
to put on the pages of this magnificent 
and erudite newspaper the differing 
views on what is stopping the people of 
this country from planting wide areas 
with green trees. Is it the lack of water 
or IS *. t , t ^ le manual and financial 

capabilities? What is prohibiting us, 
people, and the various cultural and ath- 
letic organisations in this country from 
starting a pan-national project on green- 
ing all the brown areas? Do we have to 
wait for the government to do the green- 
ing for us? I think this issue should be 
discussed in this paper perhaps we 
might find rational answers. 

This country deserves to be vastly 
green, and I think it can be. Let the 
Jordan Times be the leader in initiating 
this debate. 
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Akef Adib Qusons 
Anunan 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and con- 
tributions from its readers on any issue dW 
wish to tackle. Letters intended for publico- 
tion should contain the writer's full notnt 
and preferably address as well. Names can 
be withheld upon request but only under SP 6 ' 
ctal circumstances. Letters are subject 
editing and abridging. 
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Business & Finance 


Housing Bank seeks dominant role 
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By Suleiman AI Khali di 
Reuters 

AMMAN — The Housing 
Bank said this week it 
aimed to capture a domi- 
nant market share in the 
local banking market ahead 
of an imminent capital 
increase which will make it 
the county's largest capi- 
talised bank. 

"We are focusing on 
increasing our share in the 
Jordanian banking market 
in commercial activities.” 
said Abdul Qader Dweik, 
general manager of the 
bank. 

Mr. Dweik told Reuters 
the bank wanted to boost its 
corporate lending and com- 
mercial activities in 1998 
as part of an aggressive 
push in the local market. 

Bank officials said it 
hoped to raise its market 
share of an estimated JD8 
billion (SI 1.3 billion) 
worth of private bank 
deposits in Jordan to 20 per 
cent in 199S, to rank sec- 
ond after Arab Bank. 

It plans to push its share 
of total loans extended by 
the banking sector to 17.1 
per cent from its current 16 
per cent, forecasting JD2 1 2 
million in new loans this 
year. 

Bank officials said it was 
leading a S26 million local 
banking syndicated short- 
term facility to the coun- 


try's only mobile operator 
Jordan Mobile Telephone 
Services (Fastlink). 

The bank was optimistic 
it would capture the lion’s 
share of the project financ- 
ing market this year, 
despite a sluggish econom- 
ic activity hit by regional 
uncertainty. 

Mr. Dweik said the bank 
forecast its 1998 opera- 
tional revenues would grow 
by 42. per cent while net 
operational profits would 
rise 1 67 per cent, under- 
pinned by streamlining of 
operations and improved 
commercial business. 

He forecast pre-tax prof- 
its to reach JD39.7 million 
in 1998 from around JD20 
million last year. 

Mr. Dweik said the bank 
posted JD 11.57 million in 
pre-tax profits alone in the 
first three months of 1998, 
mainly through cost-cutting 
measures it had implement- 
ed as part of a major 
administrative restructur- 
ing. 

The bank’s total balance 
sheet obtained by Reuters 
rose 18.8 per cent to 
JD 1.350 billion at the and 
of 1997 from JD1.136 bil- 
lion in 1996. 

The bank has recently 
recommended to its share- 
holders a doubling of its 
capital to JDI00 milli on 
which is expected to be 
approved at the bank's 


coming general assembly 
meeting this month. 

The capita] hike will 
come from JD125 million 
the bank netted from a JD4 
premium on a private 
placement covered by 
mainly existing sharehold- 
ers in last year's doubling 
of capital to JD50 million. 

The latest capital hike 
will make Housing Bank 
the largest Jordanian bank 
in terms of capital, fol- 
lowed by regional heavy- 
weight Arab Bank. 

The capita] hike leaves 
Kuwait as the largest share- 
holder with 18.7 per cent 
while Qatar and Oman 
maintain equal six per cent 
stakes while Iran's will fall 
by half to three per cent. 

Saudi investor Kbaled 
Ben Mahfouz will substan- 
tially increase his holding 
to 16.3 per cent stake from 
a minor 1.3 per cent, 
acquiring two seats in a 
newly constituted 13-mem- 
ber board. Libyan Arab 
Foreign Bank, a new 
investor, will acquire a 15 
per cent equity stake. 

The bank has become 
more assertive since a law 
was passed last year abol- 
ishing restrictions on its 
commercial lending, allow- 
ing it to shift its strategic 
focus to comprehensive 
banking away from its orig- 
inal real estate niche. 
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Government Producers of cosmetics voice 
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By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the J onion Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Industry and Trade has appoim- 
ed a committee to supervise the 
debt-ridden Spinning and 
\\feaving Company iSWCl 
officials have said. Industry and 
Trade Minister Hani Mulki 
decided io dissolve the compa- 
ny’s board of directors and 
replace it with an appointed 
com mince in response io 
demands by the Comptroller of 
Companies. 

“The minister acted ithin the 
boundaries of ihe Urn go\ eming 
public shareholding compa- 
nies." explained one official. 

"And the decision was a logi- 
cal consequence to what has 
teen happening at the SWC 
over the last year or more." he 
told the Jordan Times. 

The court is still looking into 
charges of alleged embezzle- 
ment of millions of dinars by 
several company officials, a 
mo\e dial has harmed ihe com- 
pany's performance. 

Company officials were not 
immediately available for com- 
ment But some businessmen 
said the appointment of a new 
committee meant the company 
would either be liquidated or 
fully restructured 
"But the option of liquidation 
seems more likely." stud one 
businessman. 

Last week, the general associ- 
ation of workers in the spinning, 
weaxing and clothing industry 
asked the government to inter- 
vene to prevent the liquidation 
of the company and to safe- 
guard the rights of the share- 
holders and workers to avoid 
swelling the ranks of the unem- 
ployed 

The association said mi --man- 
agement was the main reason 
for the company's troubles and 
claimed some "circles" were 
planning to take over SWC ai 
extremely low prices. 

By the end of last year, the i 
company had posted an accu- 
mulated loss of JDS million 
while total debts stood at JD12 
million. The shareholders' equi- 
ty reached JD65S.4S3 at the end 
of 1997. The association recom- 
mended forming a committee to 
manage the company for three 
years and to restructure its 
finances through partial or full 
debt capitalisation and resched- 
uling the rest without interest. 

It also recommended provid- 
ing a working capital to enable 
the plant continue operations 
and production and stressed that 
the company was expected to 
continue growing and prosper- 
ing as a result of the increasing 
demand on its high-quality and 
low-cosi products. “The 
reserves soared and reached 
millions but the amounts quick- 
ly evaporaied and the company 
fell back after being an industri- 
al leader and the sole manufac- 
turer in its field." the associate 
said as it stressed the misman- 
agement as the main cause for 
the SWC's demise. 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Tines 

AMMAN — The establish- 
ment of a Dead Sea cosmet- 
ics manufacturer earlier this 
month by a subsidiary of the 
.Arab Potash Company 
(A PC) has raised the ire of 
the country's 40 Dead Sea 
cosmetic producers. 

Isal. planning to manufac- 
ture and export high value 
added cosmetics as well as 
bulk raw materials, has 
been financed by AI 
Numeira — an APC sub- 
sidiary responsible for 
extracting and distributing 
raw materials to local pro- 
ducers — and by private 
sector investors. 

"We cannot consider this 
company as a 'normal' 
competitor in our sector." 
said Lama Abassi. general 
manager for Zara, a leading 
exporter of Dead Sea cos- 
metics. 

The APC's concession 
rights at the Dead Sea. 
which AI Numeira exploited 
last spring to extract and 
supply the sea’s raw materi- 
als. have made producers 
wary of AI Numeira ‘s 
potential to produce, export 
and sell Dead Sea cosmetics 
on the local market. 

AI Numeira, responding 
to complain is from produc- 


ers Just February that it wa> 
packaging and exporting its 
own product, denied the 
allegations in an interview 
with the Jordan Times, say- 
ing that the company was 
neither exporting, nor did it 
have intentions to do so. Its 
official policy, its manage- 
ment said, was to work with 
local companies and help 
them expand. 

A! Numeira General 
Manager Ra’ed Soub said in 
an inters iew with the Jordan 
Times Friday that Al 
Numeira has not deviated 
from that principle. 

“In our talks with the pri- 
vate sector [over the last 
months), it was decided that 
A! Numeira should not sell 
finished products." said Mr. 
Soub. "Legally, anyway, we 
could not do it. But, as we 
did want to enter into the 
finished products line, we 
created IsaJ." 

Isal will purchase salt and 
mud from Al Numeira — 
which retains 90 per cent of 
lsal’s JD1 million equity — 
at the same rate as other 
Jordanian producers, he 
said. 

Mr. Soub explained that 
the philosophy of the APC 
is that Jordan should be 
grabbing a greater share of 
the global Dead Sea cos- 
metics industry from Israel. 


whose 50 cosmetic compa- 
. nies account for 58 per cent 
of all Dead Sea cosmetics 
on the world markets. 

Jordan, by contrast, pro- 
duces a meagre one per cent 
while countries outside the 
region produce the remain- 
ing 41 percent. 

Similarly. last year. 
Israel’s cosmetics industry 
was worth S29 million, row- 
ering over Jordan's rev- 
enues of S4.7 million in the 
sector. 

“We have always made 
clear our intentions to the 
other producers whom we 
supply." said Mr. Soub. 
"That this w-as a three phase 
project that include the sup- 
ply of raw materials, a fin- 
ished product and eventual- 
ly a spa and resort centre on 
the Dead Sea. We are trying 
to be fair." 

Producers remain unas- 
sured of Al Numeira's 
intentions, if not outright 
hostile, towards a company 
they regard as predatory'. 

"They have never levelled 
with us," said one producer. 
“ We want a clear idea of 
what they are up to and we 
have asked the ministry 1 of 
trade and industry' to assist 
us." 

Their requests have fallen 
on deaf ears, said another. 

“The Government has 


made clear they are not 
interested in our case — we 
are talking and no one is lis- 
tening and it seems that the 
government is intent on 
doing what it wants with 
this industry," he said. 

"They have a monopoly 
and they will threaten us 
abroad and on local mar- 
kets.” said another major 
exporter. "Their intention is 
to close many of our com- 
panies. Because they have 
the finances of the APC 
behind ihem somehow, they 
will be able to do it through 
bener marketing, better 
access, flooding markets, 
etc." 

"I don't believe that they 
arc going to sell to isal at 
the same price as they will 
sell to us," he said. 

Finally, says another. Al 
Numeira and. consequently. 
Isal. have, at one point over 
another during the past year, 
had access to the original 
companies’ export contacts. 

“When Al Numeira began 
distributing, the Chamber of 
Industry would not give us a 
certificate of origin without 
a letter of certification from 
AI Numeira. which stamped 
all our documents and 
invoices, so they had access 
to everything — addresses, 
phones, faxes." she said. 


Canadian banks to merge in 
22.7 billion Canadian dollar deal 


TORONTO ( R) — 
Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce (CIBC) 
and Toronto- Dominion 
(TD) Bank have joined 
the North American 
bank consolidation wave 
with a 22.7 billion 
Canadian dollar merger, 
the second-largest cor- 
porate marriage in 
Canadian history" 

It is rhe second big 
bank merger in recent 
months in Canada and it 
is likely to further anger 
the federal government, 
which is refusing to give 
its blessing to mergers 
among the big banks 
unit! ij completes a par- 
liamentary study on the 
industrv. 

CIBC will pay 22.7 
billion Canadian dollar 
(SI 5.9 billion) in stock 
for TD Bank, creating a 
combined bank with a 
market capitalisation of 
45.8 billion Canadian 
dollar (S3 1 .9 billion.) as 
of the dose of trading on 
April 16. This would 
make it the 10th largesr 
bank in North America. 

The merged bank will 
have totarassets of 460 
billion Canadian dollar, 
some 74.000 employees 
and more than 10 million 
customers worldwide, 
the two banks said. 

"We believe that this 
deal will make us better 


Happy Birthday — MOVENPICK PETRA 

On April 6. the Movenpick Resort Petra celebrated its 2nd 
year of successful operation. 

On this occasion, we proudly acknowledge the efforts 
and dedication of the young Jordanian staff of our front 
operation management — Samer Khair tF&B Manager), 
Hazem Arabivat (Executive Chef), and Basil Fakes 
(Rooms Div. Manager). 

The Hotel has set a milestone in Jordan for effidenr and 
friendly service and high standard food quality, including 
marketing the Movenpick premium products, such as ice 
cream, coffee and jam. 


able to compete, not 
only with domestic com- 
petitors but also with 
powerful competitors 
from all over the 
world." said TD Bank 
Chief Executive Charles 
Baillie. who will 
become the CEO of the 
new bank. 

CIBC is currently the 
second-largest of 

Canada’s big six banks 
in terms of market capi- 
talisation. TD Bank is 
the fifth-largest. 

Canada's largest bank 
would be Lhe still- 
unnamed bank to be cre- 
ated through the merger 
of Royal Bank of 
Canada and Bank of 
Montreal wich in 
January set off a chain 
of consolidation by 
announcing they would 
combine. 

Under the terms of the 
deal. TD Bank share- 
holders will get 1.318 
CIBC shares for each 
TD share. They will end 
up with 4S.5 per cent of 
the combined bank, with 
CIBC shareholders get- 
ting the remainder. 

CIBC Chairman and 
Chief Executive A I 
Flood will become 
chairman of the merged 
bank, which will keep 
the name the Canadian 
Imperial Bank of 
Commerce. 

"Overall, the compa- 
nies are well suited to 
each other in many 
ways. The unanswered 
questions will be the 
complications arising 
from melding manage- 
ment and that" ... will be 
the single most interest- 
ing challenge.” James 
Keating, banking analyst 
with Midland Walwyn 
Capital Inc., has said. 

“The way the deal is 
struck, it looks like it’s 


pretty strong for the 
stocks relative to the 
others." 

• Investors sold 

Canadian bank stocks in 
response to the news. 
Analysts said the shares 
fell mainly because 
expectations’ of a merger 
w'ere already priced into 
the market. 

CIBC shares shed 1.95 
Canadian dollar to 56-15 
Canadian dollar in 
Toronto Stock Exchange 
trading of more than 1.4 
million shares. In New 
York the bank's -stock 
fell 1 1/8 to 39 1/8 with 
11.300 shares changing 
hands. 

Stock in TD Bank fell 
1.90 Canadian dollar to 
71.10 Canadian dollar in 
Toronto on more than 
1.9 million shares. In 
New York. TD Bank fell 
1-3/8 to 49-5/8 on 
43,200 shares. 

"People are finally 
sighing a breath of 
relief. They can finally 
start selling these things 
because the news is out. 
1 don’t expect them to 
sell off a lot. but I do 
believe the short-term 
euphoria is done." said 
Dave Picton, portfolio 
manager at Synergy 
Mutual Funds in 
Toronto. 

Rumours of a union 
between CIBC and TD 
Bank surfaced on last 
week following on the 
heels of mega-mergers 
announced in the United 
States between 

Bankamerica Corp. and 
Nationsbank as well as 
Banc One Corp. and 
First Chicago Nbd Corp. 

The planned merger 
betwreen Royal Bank and 
Bank of Montreal, 
which set off a strategic 
scramble to combine 
among the other major 


banks, wrould still be the 
biggest in Canadian cor- 
porate history'. 

Both mergers must still 
receive “ regulatory 
approval from Canadian 
Finance Minister Paul 
Martin, who has the 
final say on such combi- 
nations. 

Mr. Martin said the 
second proposed merger 
would not force it to 
hurry approval of any 
major bank union and 
cautioned it was not a 
done deal. 

"The announcement — 
and recent international 
announcements — in no 
way alter the principles, 
process and timing that 
the government of 
Canada^ will apply in 
deciding whether or not 
to grant regulatory 
approval to any pro- 
posed merger of major 
banks." Mr. Martin said 
in a statement issued by 
the finance department. 

Mr. Martin is adamant 
that he will not rule on 
such mergers until a 
government-appointed 
task force on the future 
of Canada's financial 
services industry reports 
in September, that task 
force is not examining 
specific mergers but is 
looking at The overall 
rules governing the 
industry. 

After the task force 
reports, the government 
could still delay making 
any final decision until 
next year. 

"The trend is very 
strong and 1 think what's 
happening in North 
America makes it more 
likely for approval 
oow," said Kevin 
Choquette, banking ana- 
lyst with Levesque 
Beaubien Geoffrion Inc., 
told Reuters. 
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Arab Gulf countries ponder 
easing curbs on foreign capital 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states will meet soon to 
consider allowing greater for- 
eign investment to attract 
industrial technology needed 
to diversify their economies, 
heavily dependent on volatile 
oil earnings. 

Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) sources said the six- 
member group's economy and 
finance ministers would meet 
within two months to discuss 
the proposals in a study by a 
U.S. economic and tecbo logi- 
cal consulting firm. 

■The U.S. proposal pub- 
lished in the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) daily AJ Bay an, 
would lower the national 
shareholding in any project • 
from S 1 per cent to 25 per cent ' 
for a transitional three-year 
period. 

“This period will allow 
member stares to determine 
the feasibility of the plan 
before deciding whether to 
cancel the term for national 
ownership altogether.” the 
semi-official newspaper said. 

A second proposal “calls for 


cancelling that term immedi- 
ately as is the case in other 
world economic groups to 
serve industrial develop- 
ment," the paper said 

The U.S. study was request- 
ed by the Riyadh-based GCC 
secretariat, following calls by 
the GCC's main economic 
partners — the European 
Union, the United States and 
Japan — for the gradual 
removal of investment barri- 
ers, including red tape and 
curbs on foreign capital. 

In a White Paper received 
by the GCC recently, the U.S. 
said investment laws in the 
political defence and eco- 
nomic alliance are restrictive 
as they prohibit foreign busi- 
nessmen from owning more 
than 49 per cent of the project 
! Although some, members 
have modified investment 
laws, they still give foreigners 
limited access to their eco- 
nomic sectors. The Gulf stock 
markets have also remained 
blocked to foreigners in most 
jases. 

. A GCC official said there 


was a need to improve invest- 
ment laws to woo industrial 
technology, especially in the 
field of heavy industries. 

“We have entered an era of 
an open global economy and 
cooperation among all coun- 
tries," the official said. 

“There should be more lib- 
eralism regarding trade and 
investment laws and there 
should be no discrimination 
against foreign capital." the 
official added. 

Restrictions on foreign 
ownership in the GCC have 
already scared off investors 
from Japan and other major 
industrial powers seeking to 
tap the region’s massive oil 
and gas resources as well as 
cheap labour. 

As a result, the GCC’s non- 
oil industrial sector has 
remained confined mostly to 
light manufacturing, although 
□early $60 billion has been 
pumped into that sector. Non- 
oil exports are also a fraction 
of the group's crude and gas 
sales, while the sector’s con- 
tribution to gross domestic 


product has remained below' 
10 per cenL 

"The Gulf region needs for- 
eign capital for many reasons. 
The most important reason is 
the inability of the public sec- 
tor to maintain expansionary 
budgets, leading to a decline 
in the sales of the private sec- 
tor, a slowdown in public and 
private investment, and a 
deterioration in the national 
income, consumption and the 
current account." the U.S. 
study said. 

“An influx of foreign capital 
to the region will encourage 
local businessmen investing 
abroad to return to their coun- 
tries ... This will result in 
strong cooperation with for- 
eign investors," it added. 

GCC states of Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Qatar. Bahrain. 
Oman and the UAE control 
nearly 45 per cent of the 
world’s oil wealth. Their 
reliance on oil sales have 
made their economies highly 
vulnerable to price fluctua- 
tions. 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, APRIL 20, 1998 


Bx Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21-April 19) — It looks like you can- 
not afford to do something you want to do with friends. 
This is actually a blessing in disguise. It will force you 
to work even harder. Why not enrol your friends in the 
project? The result will be an increase in income for all 
of you. Might as well get busy. 

TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) — You may feel like 
someone is trying to block your every move. Your 
objective is to do what you want. Unfortunately, the 
direct approach is not going to work. If you just sway 
what is on your mind, you will probably get fired. Even 
if this is not a work situation, the whole truth could get 
you into trouble. 

GEMINI: (May 21 -June 21) — Travel plans may have 
to be curtailed for a while. There are things to finish up 
first. Perhaps you could have your friend visit you 
instead. Something you sent for a while back could 
finally arrive. Better check your messages a couple of 
times today, too. You don’t want to miss anything. 
CANCER: (June 22-JuIy 22) — Your friends love to 
come to you for advice, especially for their emotional 
problems. It looks like you have a problem or two of 
your own. If that is the case, ask one of these friends for 
a return on your investment. Turnabout is fair play. 
LEO: (July 23- August 22) — You and your partner will 
have to team up if you are going to win this argument. 
An older person has either of you would like to admit. 
It is going to be more difficult than you thought it 
would be. Of course, that is before you were alerted. 
Forewarned is forearmed, you know. 

VIRGO: (August 23-September 22) — This is a time 
of learning, travel, romance, excitement, adventure, and 
maybe even a forever commitment. If you have been 
writing our novel, now is the time to send it to the pub- 
lisher. That is true of whatever kind of work you have 
been doing, actually. You are getting better at it by the 
minute. 

LIBRA: (September 23-October 23) — You would like 
to slay home and snuggle all day. Unfortunately, the 
odds of gening the day off work are slim. Even if you 
are self-employed, there is something that has to be 
done, and done by you. So just make the most of the 
time you have got with your sweetheart and do not put 
up a fuss. 

SCORPIO: (October 24-November 21) — Partner- 
ships will play an important role in your life for the next 
month or so. You may notice a difference when your 
own partner gets a little more vocal. He or she might try 
to teLl you what to do for a change. Don't worry. You 
will never totally give up control, even if it looks like 
you have. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22-December 21) — You 
are doing very well with your career. Technical skills 
you are acquiring certainly help. You are finding a use 
for them on a daily basis. If you have not been acquir- 
ing new skills, you would better hurry. They could 
make the difference in whether or not you get the next 
big promotion. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22-January 19) — .It looks - 
Like travel is the focus of your attention. How long has 
it been since you have gone abroad? More money may 
be going out than coming in. so do not make this a busi- 
ness trip. Romance is probably involved. If that gives 
you any ideas, start looking at travel brochures. 
AQUARIUS: (January 20- February 18) — The coming 
phase will be good for working on household matters. 
To start off. you and a roommate have something to dis- 
cuss. It has been in the back of both of your minds for 
some time. Once you get started, it will be easy to talk 
about. You might even wonder why you waited so long. 
PISCES: (February 19-March 20) — You are feeling 
more confident, and it is easier for you to make deci- 
sions. The bad news is that you are under pressure to 
decide and you do not feel you have quite enough infor- 
mation yet. You may be right. Get a postponement until 
tomorrow, if at all possible. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst . 


| HO ROSCOPE 

FORE CAST FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 1998 | 

By Li nda cT Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc. ! 

ARIES: (March 21-April 19) — Finances will be a major 
focal point for the next month or so. You hate to be 
restricted, but there is no point in complaining. This les-. 
son has to do with money. And fortunately, or unfortu- 
nately. it has to do with being satisfied with what you 

have. 

TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) — You are even more 
powerful and magnificent. Although it is pretty close to 
the edge all day long, it will be even more noticeable later 
this evening. You will be practically irresistible to an 
attractive friend. Maybe this person will become more 
than a friend. If you are already married- behave yourself! 
GEMINI: i May 21 -June 21) — Finish up those projects 
you started last year around this time. If you cannot 
remember what they were, do not worry. They are proba- 
bly all over your garage, basement and attic, not to men- 
tion several rooms in the house. Just make a list and 
check things off. 

CANCER: (June 22 -July 22) — Confer with your mate 
first thing this morning, so you can go shopping later this 
afternoon. There are things you need to buy that can teach 
you how to make other things, that, in turn, will help you 
save money. The intention should be to spend so you can 
save. 

LEO: (July 23-August 22) — The Moon is going into 
Aquarius later today. Aquarius is directly opposite Leo, 
so you two tend to argue. Actually, Aquarius is your nat- 
ural partner. And maybe a little bit of competition is good 
for a relationship. Hopefully that is so. because you are 
about to run into quite a bit of it. 

VIRGO: (August 23-Septeraber 22) — Somebody you 
know is worried about money, especially this morning. 
Your reassurances are nice, but you should teach this per- 
son how to manage money. He or she probably won’t 
spend quite so much, and that would certainly be nice. 
LIBRA: (September 23-October 23) — Your home 
should still be the focus of your attention, for (he morn- 
ing, anyway. Once you tie up loose ends, you and your 
sweetheart can sit back and survey what you have accom- 
plished. You might start wondering how you are going to 
pay for all this. Not to worry. You will find a way. 
SCORPIO: (October 24-Noveraber 21 ) — In some way's 
you are getting stronger. In other ways, this coming phase 
will be an irritation. It concerns your greatest loves and 
your worst enemies. Interesting that those two concepts 
should be wrapped up in the same package. They seem to 
have a talent for hitting you right where it hurts. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22-December 21) — For 
the last month, you have reestablished bonds with people 
you love. You have had a couple of tough conversations, 
but. everything have worked out well. Now that you have 
that extra strength and support, you need to get back to 
work. Plan your next project this morning, and do the 
research this evening. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22-January 19) — There is 
one last obstacle to be overcome later today, and after 
' that,' it is smooth sailing. Whaf don't reward yourself by 
going out to dinner with your favourite person later on 
tonight? For the next month or so. you will be lucky in 
love. And it is about time! 

AQUARIUS: (January 20-February 18) — The focus is 
on home and family and real estate. Maybe you could use 
your new skills to fix up your place. Then you could and 
sell it and buy a nicer place, which you could fix up Mid 
sell, and so on. That is certainly one option, and it is one 
you might want to investigate further this afternoon. 
PISCES: (February 19-March 20) — You have learned 
about money during the last month, and you have proba- 
bly made more than usual. Now you are going into an 
educational period. You will learn more quickly during 
the next month. So. think about what you want to leam. It 
wiU become more obvious in the next couple of days. 
Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert WilRams 



24 Breaks from a 
habit 

25 Enlarge one's 
staff 

26 Young boy 

27 Telegraph code 

28 Fellas 

29 Attack verbally 
31 Direct and 


33 Given new life 

35 Workplace 
rookies 

36 Slurs over 

42 Floral gift 

43 Deep sleep 
states 

45 Dining area 

46 Small 
poisonous 
snakes 

47 Predatory 
seabirds 

48 Marine shade 

49 Operate 

50 Mineral 
cathartics 

51 False 
appearance 

52 Tiny life form 
54 Like rtew-moon 

nights 

56 Brightest star in 
Scorpio 

57 Inscribe RIP 

58 Nuns 

59 hSdden away 

DOWN 

1 Sicilian wine 

2 Earhartand 
Bloomer 

3 Taoes 



Andy Capp 


9y Susan Delgado 

Topeka, KS 

4 Makes an effort 

5 Third clothing 
measurement 

6 Sleeve card 

7 One prone to 
backtaJk 

8 BejeweJed 
headbands 

9 Modular 
elements 

10 Guns the 
engine 

11 Pi* offering 

12 Making lacs 

13 Anywhere 
planetwide 

14 Most 
embarras s ed 

2i Reims 

24 Tom of New 
Journalism 

25 "The 

Chronicles' 

27 Bearings 

28 Highlanders - 

30 Zodiac sign 

32 Ostrich’s kin 

34 Headstrong 

35 Emotional 
wounds 


OBESE) OBOE] BE3BIDB 
Fin nn Bono OBD3EIB 
□□on QESOH E3CIBOE) 

□□□□□□□□□□□ BOB 
klfcam dQLJBEl C2DBQ B 
BOB BEQHQOE 
□HD QGHDDDD □□□□ 
D0BESB □□□ EJEEHD0 
QHG3H SEEDED DOB 
□HEEQEE BOD B 
■ EEEE □BBBBDBB 
BQB3 II EE BEEBE EEE 
□□BOB □□□□ QCJEB 
□□□BE BUBO EEEE 
□□□□S3 ESEIDB □□□□ 



'I don’t think my boss cares about my 
opinions. At staff meetings, he gives 
me a coloring book and crayons.” 



Unscramble these four jumbles, 
one tatter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold end Mk* Argfatan 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


GtlWHimN 

WIVVIMMt 


36 The Thieving 
Magpie" 
composer 

37 Phases 

39 Samson's 
undoer 

40 Hard to pin 
down 

41 Rained ice 


44 Large groups 

47 Sword choice 

48 Aaron and 
Raymond 

50 Med 

51 Bothering 

53 Squeal to the 
screws 

55 Skjw-iro letters 




Answer 


Now arrange the chcied letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

17 — w — vi/ v/ v/ ^1 


( (Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: RIGOR VAGUE CORRAL BALLET 
Ans * er * Where the pub owner ended up whan he ran 
out of beer— OVER A BARREL 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


|Rios withdraws from Monte 
Carlo Open 

MONACO (AFP) — World No. 1 Marcelo 
Rios of Chile Friday announced his with- 
drawal from next week’s Mome Carlo 
Open clay court tournament. Rios, who 
won the event last year, said he was still 
troubled by an injury to his right elbow that 
has sidelined him for the past two weeks. 
Former No.l Pete Sampras of the United 
States will be the top seed for the event 
ahead of Australian Open champion Petr 
Korda of the Czech Republic. 

Middlesbrough stay in race 

LONDON (AFP) — Middlesbrough 
downed Manchester City 1-0 on Friday 
night to move to within five points of lead- 
ers Nottingham Forest in the English Fuat 
Division promotion race. The loss was a 
major blow to Manchester City in their bat- 
tle to stave off relegation. They are likely to 
drop into the bottom three after the remain- 
der of the First Division matches are 
played on Saturday. A fine dose-range 
effort from former Stockport striker AJun 
Armstrong in the 43rd minute gave the 
home side victory and second place in the 
table. But Bryan Robson’s men had to last 
the whole second half with 10 men after 
Steve Vickers, their vastly-experienced 
central defender, was sent off for an appar- 
ent headbutt on Lee Bradbury late in the 
first period. 

Romanian team 
cash-strapped 

BUCHAREST (AP) _ The Rom anian soc- 
cer federation has only has a fraction of the 
S700.000 it needs to send its team to the 
World Cup, the daily Evenimentul Zilei 
reported Friday. The Romanian Football 
Federation announced at a meeting 
Thursday that it had only $200,000 in its 
bank accounts. The federation said it hopes 
to get the remaining money from Adidas, 
which sponsors the national side, and a 
loan from the Romanian Foreign Trade 
Bank, whose director is a soccer aficiona- 
do. Romania is to host the European 
Under-21 Championship in May in the 
capital of Bucharest 

Salas silent on Maradona 

.— Chilean . star striker 
Marcelo SaJas on JFriday .would not corn? 
ment on criticism of him by Diego 
Maradona. “I have nothing to say about 
Maradona,” Salas told reporters. ‘1 don't 
like to talk about people, especially people 
who are no longer acme in soccer.” 
Maradona, the retired Argentine star, said 
Salas has been playing poorly for his side 
River Plate of Argentina, because has been 


spoiled by bis multi-million dollar transfer 
to Lazio of Italy. After a sensational season 
last year that included crucial goals that 
gave River Plate an Argentine league title 
and international victories, Salas has lost 
his scoring efficiency'. After he missed a 
penalty kick last Saturday in River Plate's 
3-2 loss to its traditional rival Boca Juniors, 
Maradona said Salas has been affected by 
the huge amount of money involved in his 
transfer, nearly $20 millions. 

Redondo laments 
World Cup chance 

BUENOS AIRES. Argentina (AP) — 
Although his Spanish soccer league team 
Real Madrid has qualified for the finals of 
the European Cup. Argentine midfielder 
Fernando Redondo seeks more, “ft hurts 
not to be going to the World Cup,” 
Redondo told Ole, a Buenos Aires sports 
daily.' 'Each day the pain grows.” Once a 
member of Argentina's national team, 
Redondo left after a series of run-ins with 
coach Daniel Passarella. The problems 
began in September 1995 when Redondo 
refused to cut his hair as Passarella requires 
to play on the team. “I can't work with a 
person I can’t trust,” Redondo said last 
year after turning down a chance to play in 
a qualifying match against Colombia. 

United give Old Trafford 
pitch to fans 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — Manchester 
United are offering their fans a chance to 
own a piece of the Old Trafford pitch. 
United are digging up the playing surface 
at the end of the season and giving it away 
in 10,000 pieces as part of a competition. A 
United spokesman says: “Any supporters 
visiting the new museum and tour centre 
will get the chance to win. All they have to 
do is fill in a card. “Not many people get 
the chance of playing at Old Trafford, but 
now they will be able to have a piece of the 
ground in their own garden.” 

Landmine victim to start 
London marathon 

LONDON (AFP) — Landmine ' victim 
Chris Moon will be the first competitor to 
scait the London Marathon on April 26. 
The 35-year-old. who carried the flame at 
the winter Olympics in Nagano, will cap- 
tain a group of around 500 runners. The 
team are raising funds for The Diana, 
Princess of Wales Memorial Fund, an offi- 
cial charily of the race. Moon has run more 
than 15 marathons in the past three years, 
despite losing bis lower right leg and arm 
in a landmine explosion in Mozambique. 



Saudi Arabia's national soccer team members Sami Al Jaber (R) and All AI 
Fehaid (Lj during a tr aining session in southern France. The Saudi team set up a 
training camp in preparation for the World Cup starting on June 10 (Reuters 
photo) 


First Division Basketball Championship 

Orthodoxi upset Jazireh 65-61 
and move closer to title 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Al Orthodoxi 
Saturday scored a momentous 65- 
61 win over titleholders Al Jazireh 
in the most competitive of the sea- 
son’s basketball matches so far. 

The win enabled AI Orthodoxi to 
take the lead atop standings of the 
three-team First Division 
Championship playoffs currently 
underway. The top two teams will 
now have to beat Al Ahli before 
they meet again in the second leg 
of the playoffs to determine this 
year’s winner. 

The match, attended by over 
3,000 fans, was a see-saw as both 
teams alternated at the lead before 
Al Orthodoxi managed to keep 
their cool and win in the final four 
minutes of the match. 

Al Jazireh led throughout most 
of the first half with Ma'3n Odeh 
and Yousef Abu Bakr scoring to 
give their team the biggest lead at 
29-17 in the 14th minute. 

Ashraf Samara and Hilal Barakat 


Lens maintain lead 
with 2-0 win 


combined efforts to narrow the 
gap and wreck AJ Jazireh's nerves 
To tie the first half 30-30. 

Al Orthodoxi led 3S-32 at the 
beginning of the second half 
before Al Jazireh caught up and 
rook the lead 43-41 after a three- 
pointer by Naser Aiawneh in the 
7th minute. 

However. Al Orthodoxi were not 
about to give up and again 
outscored their opponents 7-0 with 
five points bv Jan Sahiieh as ihev 
led 48-43. 

It was then Al Jazireh's rum to 
ouiscore as they had a 10-2 run to 
lead 54-50. 

Al Onhodoxi's energetic play- 
maker Fadi Saqqa scored a three- 
pointer that started his team's 
comeback in the final four minutes 


followed by Barakat and Samara 
as Al Orthodoxi led 61-55 and 64- 
58. 

Al Jazireh scored their final 
three- pointer by Abu Bakr to trail 
64-61 and could not keep hold of 
the game which marked only their 
second defeat of the season. 

In the preliminary round. AI 
Jazireh beat AI Orthodoxi 92-84 
and lost 73-69. They beat AI Ahli 
twice 75-69, and 57-53. 

As the playoffs got underway. Al 
Orthodoxi beat *Al Ahli 84-61 
while Al Jazireh also beat AI Ahli 
78-63. 

After losing to the top two teams 
in the preliminary rounds and the 
playoffs. Al Ahli are now’ third and 
are destined to stay there in the 
final standings. 


PLAYOFF STANDINGS 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

Sf 

Sa 

Pts 

Orthodoxi 

12 

H 

1 

986 

660 

23 

Jazireh 

12 

10 

2 

1029 

710 

22 

Ahli 

12 

6 

6 

796 

768 

18 


With the other playoff round 
starting April 25, Al Ahli's poor 
physical conditioning and incom- 
plete bench have forced them to 
rely on the individual efforts of 
Faisal Nsour and Yousef ZaghlouJ. 

The lineup has been depleted 
with Mohammad Shamali and 
Marwan Ma'touq both nursing 
injuries, and centre Ramez 
Hammoudeh quitting the team for 
persona] reasons. 

The team is suffering the ill- 
effects of inadequate pre-season 
training which led to an inconsis- 
tent form, after officials concen- 
trated more on technicalities like 
recruiting a coach and luring back 
veterans to the lineup. 

.After ending AI Orthodoxi ’s 
1976-1989 undisputed reign, Al 
Ahli were champions in 1990, 
1992, 1993 and 1994 aided by the 
signing of Naser Bushnaq. 

AJ Orthodoxi came back to win 
in 1991. 1995 and 1996 and Al 
Jazireh ended a 30-year domina- 
tion among the two rivals last sea- 
son. 


PARIS (AFP) — Leaders 
Lens scored twice in the 
final 10 minutes to beat rel- 
egation-threatened Cannes 
2-0 on Friday night and 
maintained a two-point 
advantage over second- 
placed Metz with just two 
rounds of the French 
League remaining. 

Goals from Tony Vairelles 
and Wagneau Eloi kept the 
unfashionable Lens club on 
course for their first league 
title since they won the 
Occupied France champi- 
onship in J944. 

Metz, meanwhile, kept up 
their challenge with a 3-2 
win at home to Cannes. 

It took nervous-looking 
Lens SI minutes io break 
down a stubborn Cannes 
defence. 

Stephane Ziani broke 
away on the right and his 
long crossfield pass was 
stabbed home by Vairelles 
from 12 metres out for only 
Vairelles’ sixth goal of the 


season. 

Then, just four minutes 
later. Eloi used some superb 
footwork in the penally area 
before steering home the 
second Lens goal. 

Until then it had been a 
case of missed opportunities 
for the visitors with Ziani 
rattling a shot off the cross- 
bar in the first half and 
Vladimir Smicer watching a 
second-half header cleared 
off the line by Patrick Barul. 

Frederic Meyrieu’s superb 
curling shot from a difficult 
angle with 17 minutes left 
saw Metz home against 
Nantes — but Metz twice 
had to come from behind 
against a side who were try- 
ing to keep alive their faint 
hopes of a UEFA Cup spot 
next season. 

Goals from midfielder 
Christophe Le Roux, with a 
superb 25-metre shot, and 
the prolific Jocelyn 
Gourvennec, with a header 
from a comer, gave Names 



Bruno Rodriguez iLt of Metz fights for the control of the ball with Stephan Lievre (R) 
of Nantes, during their French premier league soccer championship match at the 
Metz Saint -Syraphorien stadium (Reuters photo) 

the lead but first Yugoslav Rodriguez, equalised. league title, 

forward Vladan Lukic, stab- The remainder of the 

bing the ball home from Meyrieu then grabbed the round of matches will be 
close range after a fine winner to keep alive Metz’s played on Saturday evening, 
move, and then Bruno hopes of their first-ever 


Testud clinches early lead for France 


GHENT, Belgium (AP) — 
Sandrine Testud over- 
whelmed Sabine Appelmans 
6-3, 6-2 Saturday to give 
France an early lead over 
Belgium in their first-round 
match of the Federation Cup 
World Group I. 

Belgium's No. 1 player 
Dominique Van Roost was 
favoured to even the match 
later Saturday when she met 
Sarah Pitkowski, an unex- 
pected starter for France. 
Reverse singles and doubles 
are scheduled for Sunday. 

Testud, ranked 13th in the 
world, immediately hit her 
stride on the slow court of 
the Flanders Expo hall and 
quickly took a 5-1 lead over 
the error-prone Belgian. 


Appelmans. ranked 8 
places below Testud. strug- 
gled with power and accura- 
cy throughout and again 
crumbled under the pressure 
of a big international match. 
Last year, she was blamed 
for Belgium's 3-2 loss in 
France in the Fed Cup semi- 
finals. 

Before a 4,500 sellout 
crowd, Appelmans briefly 
regained her composure 
when she broke back early 
in the second set for 2-2. but 
it all went downhill from 
there and Tesrud closed out 
the match in just over one 


hour. 

“She served a lot better 
and didn't make any errors.” 
said Appelmans. 

.Ahead of the weekend 
match. French coach 
Yannick Noah told Mary 
Pierce she need not show up 
for the Fed Cup match after 
France's top-ranked player 
requested a waiver for the 
early training sessions this 
week. 

He then sidelined Nathalie 
Tauziat, the 30-year-old vet- 
eran still ranked 12th in the 
world, preferring to rely on 
the vouthful visor of 


Pitkowski, just 22 and the No. 44 in the WTA rankings. 
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Davenport, 
Seles set 
for openers 

KIAWAH ISLAND, South 
Carolina (AFP) — American 
Undsay Davenport will play 
Amanda- Hopmans in the 
opening match of the first- 
round Fed Cup tie here 
between the United States 
and Dutch teams. 

Former World No.l 
Monica Seles faces Miriam 
Oremans in the second 
march. 

Davenport will play 
Oremans in the third match 
on Sunday, followed by Seles 
against Hopmans. . 

In doubles, the U.S. team 
of Lisa Raymond and Mary 
foe Fernandez will face the 
Dutch duo of Manon 
BoUegraf and Caroline Vis. 


AUTOMOTIVE RESEARCHER 


I This is a unique opportunity as a Researcher for the Automobile Market in the 
Middle East. 

Our client is a well-established U.K. and International automotive consultancy 
I who needs a researcher with persuasive interpersonal skills and who speaks 
Arabic. 

I The successful person should be a Jordanian national or an expatriate living 
| there permanently. Whilst the individual is able to be based and work from home, 
they must have the immigration status to be able to freely travel within the Middle 
East covering countries such as the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 
and Egypt in order to establish direct links with the major automotive manufac- 
|turers and importers to obtain the research material. 

Your responsibilities will involve the research of specifications, prices and vol- 
umes for automobiles. Research will include the timely supply of data as well as 
| articles for the company's international electronic news service. 

| The right candidate must have experience and familiarity of the local automotive 
i market and have an understanding of the technical terms to describe features of 
automobiles. The candidate must be able to work to high standards of accuracy 
i and meticulous attention to detail, 
personal Computer literacy is essential, i.e. Windows, Excel. 

! The position is a full-time role. Salary and terms are negotiable. 

To apply please telephone Gareth Mason on 44 171 512 1888 or send your 
curriculum vitae (in English) to; 

Executive prospects, 30 Marsh Wall, London, E14 9FY, 

United Kingdom / Fax No. 44 171 512 0456. 


Advertisement 


The Delegation of The European Commission to The Ha- 
shemite Kingdom of Jordan invites interested Geotechnical 
firms classified as (First) Grade by the Tender Directorate of 
Jordan to show their Expression of Interest for inclusion in a 
short list of Tenderers for a Contract of Geotechnical In- 
vestigations and Laboratory Testing, related to the Study of 
Wastewater Colection, Treatment, Disposal anchor Re-use 
System Project for the Catchment Area of Yarmouk River 
and Jordan River. 

Work is to be carried cut at about 14 various locations in 
the north-west of Jordan at possible sites of wastewater 
treatment plants and possible routes of about 140 km sew- 
ers. 

information to be supplied by interested firms are recent 
certificates of classification from both Jordan Tenders Di- 
rectorate and Jordan Association of Engineers, together with 
details of staff, Equipment and Laboratory Capabilities. 

Expressions of interest should be sent to the fol- 
lowing address to arrive within 7 days from the publica- 
tion of this advertisement 

Delegation of the European Commission in Jordan 

Al Jahex Sheet is, opposite Arab Potash Company 
Shmeisani - Amman P.OJBOX 926794 
Amman - Jordan 

Envelopes and covering letter should be clearly mar- 
ket - (NORTH JORDAN WASTEWA TER PROJECT, Ex- 
pression Of Interest GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION) 


<3 


ONE MAN THEATRE 
AT THE INTERCONTINENTAL 


& 


MICHAEL LUNTS 

AS SERGEI VASSIUEVICH RACHMANINOV 

A MEETING OF MINDS 



" ... Excellent One Man Show ... 
For the price of one ticket 
you get both a play and a concert” 
The Guardian. 

Thursday April 23rd at 8:30 PM 

Price : JD 9.500 

(includes light snacks and selected drinks) 
For further details please call 4641361 

ext. 2309 

Sponsored by: SE> ROYALJORDAJsJLAN 




v 

HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 







io Sports 


Murdoch makes Lakers 
of his empire 


part 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Australian-born media 
magnate Rupert Murdoch 
bought a minority interest in 
the Los Angeles Lakers and 
the National Basketball 
Association club's new 
home arena. 

The Fox Group, which 
paid S3 11 million to buy 
Major League baseball’s 
Los Angeles Dodgers, will 
own a minority stake in the 
Lakers and Staples Arena 
and could buy into hockey’s 
Los Angeles Kings. 

Murdoch, who will own 
40 percent of the arena, and 
the arena majority owners 
also plan to be partners in a 
planned entertainment com- 
plex to be built adjacent to 
the 20.000-seat arena. 

The move comes as long- 
time National Basketball 
Association doormat Los 


Angeles Clippers will join 
the cross-town rival Lakers, 
one of the NBA"s best 
clubs, in the new $300 mil- 
lion arena next year. 

The Clippers signed a six- 
year lease to play at Staples 
Center, making it the first 
arena with two NBA clubs 
and a National Hockey 
League team. The arena 
opens for the start of the 
1999-2000 hoop and hock- 
ey seasons. 

The Lakers and NHL 
Kings leave the Forum, 
their home since 1967. The 
Clippers played at the 
Sports Arena, the oldest 
NBA venue. 

“Although it will take the 
most creating scheduling 
ever, the extraordinary and 
technically advanced fea- 
tures of our building will 
give us the ability to provide 


this unique gift to Los 
Angeles sports fdns” arena 
executive vice president 
Timothy Leiweke said. 

Leiweke said NBA and 
NHL officials were com- 
fortable with the plan, 
although a delicate balance 
will be needed to provide 
quality home dates for 41 
hockey games and S2 bas- 
ketball games from October 
through April. 

Luring the Clippers and 
securing the deal is a major 
victory for Murdoch over 
corporate rival Disney, own- 
ers of the Anaheim Pond 
arena and the NHL 
Anaheim Mighty Ducks 
plus baseball's Anaheim 
Angels and their sradiuum 
near their Disneyland com- 
plex. 


Black, Pavel in Japan 
final 


Open 


TOKYO (AFP) — Byron 
Block refused to join the list of 
beaten top seeds in the Japan 
Open tennis tournament with a 
win over Daniel Vacek in the 
semi-finals Saturday. 

The 10th seed, fresh from 
Zimbabwe's historic victory 
over Australia in the Davis 
Cup tic two weeks ago, fought 
off the hard-serving Czech for 
a 6-3. 7-5 victory in 86 min- 
utes. 

The top nine seeds, includ- 
ing U.S. Open champion Paine 
Rafter of Australia. 1989 
French Open champion 
Michael Chang of the United 
States and Tun Henman of 
Britain, all crashed out before 
the semi-finals. 

In the final Sunday, Black 
will take on 16th seed Andrei 
Pavel of Romania, who caused 
yet another upset of the week 
by eliminating 1 1th seed Jan- 
Michael GambiU of the United 
Stales 6-4, 6-3. 

“I had quite a few rough 
weeks before the Davis Cup 
and it's so good to be winning 
so many of these matches." 
said Black. 

“I played some tight ones, 
but I fell confident even if 
when I lost a break in ihe sec- 
ond. I just felt like I could still 
win the match, 1 could still 
break him to win the set." 

Vacek used chip-and-charge 
tactics on Black's second serve 
and hit a couple of fine 
approach shots to break the 
second game of the first set to 
lake an early 2-0 lead. 

But Black pm in a high per- 
centage of first serves to pre- 
vent Vacek from charging to 
the net and always held the 


upper hand when the two 
played from the baseline to 
dictate the pace for the rest of 
the match. 

“He was serving to my fore- 
hand a lot and I started to read 
that. He broke me in the first 
set and I broke him right back 
and got back into the match," 
said Black. 

“1 started to realize that I 
have to hit deeper and keep 
him on the defensive, because 
he was chipping and changing 
and playing very aggressive. 
So I had to take it from him a 
little bit 

It will be only Black’s fifth 
final appearance in his career. 

For Pavel, it will be the first- 
ever final appearance. His pre- 
vious best performance on the 
AJP Tour was twice reaching 
the semi-finals, in Chennai, 
India, last year and at 
Bucharest in 1996. 

Admitting he was “nervous 
right now" PaveL, ranked 
109th this week, said it was “a 
dream come true." 

*Tm going to try to win the 
tournament I'm in the final. I 
played against Byron before 
and I lost at that time, but I 
hope I can take ray revenge 
tomoirow" he said. 

In the women's semi-finals, 
defending champion Ai 
Sugiyama kept local hopes 
alive by eliminating Taiwan’s 
top player, Wang Shi-ting, 6-3. 
6 - 2 . 

On Sunday, Sugiyama will 
play Corina Morariu, who 
overcame stomach pain to beat 
fellow American Amy Frazier, 
the 1995 Japan Open champi- 
on and three-time runner-up 
here. 4-6, 7-6 (7/3), 6-4. 
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SCORING A TRUMP IN PASSING 
Neither vulnerable. Smith deals." 


NORTH 
A K 8 7 2 
7AKJ7 
v 54 
* A 7 4 


WEST 
*94 
T 9642 
C 63 

J.Q 10862 

SOUTH 
*AQ 10 6 
V Void 
:• A Q 9 8 2 
*KJ95 


EAST 
* J53 
7Q 10853 
v K J 10 7 
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a hand with tour-card spade sup- 
port and sufficient values to leap to 
game in partner's second suit. 
South decided there would be good 
play for slam and got there by the 
most direct route available. 

West led a bean, declarer tried 
the jack and ruffed when East cov- 
ered with the queen. Dummy was 
entered with the ace of dubs and 
the queen of diamonds was success- 
fully finessed. Next came the ace 
and queen of trumps and, when 
both defenders followed, declarer 
abandoned trumps, leaving the jack 
outstanding. 

After cashing the ace of dia- 
monds, declarer ruffed a diamond 
on the table. West discarding a 
dub. On the two top hearts declarer 
discarded a diamond and a dub, 
then led a dub toward the dosed 
hand. 

Since it would not have helped to 
ruff. East discarded a heart. Declar- 
er scored the king of dubs, ruffed 
guish an expert from an average remaining diamond the 

player. One is that the latter mil ° f SS 

draw trumps regardless of whether 3S n tnck then ledlhe table s 

there is more important business to I* 41 ** the ten for 


The biddi ng: 
SOUTH WEST 
IO Paw 

1* Pass 

6a Pass 


NORTH 

IT 

4* 

Pass 


EAST 

Paw 

Pan 

Paw 


Opening lead: Six of? 

There are several ways to distin- 


take care of first; the former will 
not worry about surrendering a 
trump tnck to the enemy if it can 
be afforded. 

North-South reached six spades 
m Quick time. When North showed 


the 12th trick. The defenders won 
the last trick when both West's win- 
ning queen of dubs and East's mas- 
ter trump collapsed on the samt 
trick. 


Russia 
take shock 
2-0 lead in 
Fed Cup 


PERTH (AFP) — Unfancied- 
Russia established a shock 2- 
0 lead over Australia on the 
opening day of their world 
group 1 1 first round Fed Cup 
women's tennis lie at Royal 
Kings Park here Saturday. 

Tatiana Panova, 21. ranked 
83rd in the world, gave 
Russia a flying start when 
she outlasted Keny-Anne 
Guse, ranked 65th. over 
three sets in the opening sin- 
gles clash, winning 4-6, 6-3. 
6-3. 

Then, in an even bigger 
upset, little known 16-year- 
old Ekaterina Syssoeva 
stunned Australia's top sin- 
gles player. Rachel 
McQuillan, beating her 2-6. 
6-4. 12-10 in a marathon 
three-sets encounter lasting 
more than two hours. 

McQuillan, 25, is rated 
60th in the world, while 
Syssoeva is a lowly 399th. 
with career winnings 
totalling a modest AS20.000 
($16,000). 

Russian captain 

Konstantin Bogorodeskv 
was elated with his team's 
Stan on the grass centre 
court, a surface on which 
they seldom play. 

“I thought it would be 
good to hold the score at 1-1 
today, so we have done very 
well," he said. 

Australian captain Lesley 
Bowrey was disappointed 
but not downcast. 

“We have been in this posi- 
tion before. When we played 
Canada there two years ago. 
we were 0-2 down at the end 
of the first day and came 
back to win 3-2." she said. 

■‘We will have a talk 
tonight to try to stir ourselves 
for tomorrow. Our girls can 
still win this." 

Syssoeva completed what 
she regarded as the greatest 
victory' of her brief career the 
day after causing doubts 
about her fitness. 

She was rushed back to the 
team's hotel Friday immedi- 
ately after the draw suffering 
nausea. 

“I certainly felt better this 
morning and am thrilled to 
have beaten such a good 
player." she said. 

McQuillan said: “She cer- 
tainty deserved lo win." 

The outlook did not look 
good for the young Russian 
when McQuillan romped to 
victory in the opening set in 
only 23 minutes. 

But Syssoeva fought back 
to lake the second in 30 min- 
utes before showing great 
depths of courage in the 
decisive third set lasting 72 
minutes. 
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Bulls snap losing streak with victory over 76ers - 


PHILADELPHIA <AP) — 
Amid another sea of flash- 
bulbs in what may hove 
been his last regular-season 
road game. Michael Jordan 
scored 24 points Friday 
night as the Chicago Bulls 
snapped a two-game losing 
streak with an 87-80 victory 

over the Philadelphia 76ers. 

The Bulls almost let a 13- 
point lead slip away, but 
Jordan scored his only two 
points of the fourth quarter 
from the foul line with 14 
seconds left to end all 
doubt. 

Scoctie Pippen. who 
missed the Bulls' previous 
game Wednesday night 
because of a kidney stone, 
returned to the lineup and 
scored 14 points. Dennis 
Rodman had 17 rebounds. 

• Hawks 121, Hornets 
104: In Atlanta, the Hawks 
had their highest-scoring 
game of the season and 
remained alive for home- 
court advantage in the first 
round of the playoffs by 
completing a sweep of the 


Jersey’s loss at Orlando, it 
kept alive the Wizards’ 
hopes of squeezing into the 
postseason. They still must 
defeat the Boston Celtics on 
Saturday and hope two 
things happen Sunday — 
the Nets lose at home to 
Detroit and Charlotte wins 
at home against Orlando, 

Washington would win 
the tiebreaker in a two-way 
tie involving New Jersey, 
but the Nets would earn the 
spot if there is a three-way 
tie also involving the Magic. 

* Magic 121. Nets 109: Jn 
Orlando. Honda, the Magic 
handed New Jersey its thud 
straight loss as the Nets 
blew another chance to 
clinch a postseason berth. 

Nick Anderson scored 29 
points and Bo Outlaw had a 
triple-double with 25 points. 
13 rebounds and 10 assists. 

Outlaw made 10 of 11 
shots. while Anderson 
scored 19 of his points in 
the first half when Orlando 
raced to a 63-50 lead. 

Reserve Derek Strong fin- 
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Chicago Bulls Dennis Rodman dives for the ball as Philadelphia 76ers Aaron McKie 
(R) watches during first period NBA action at the Co reStates Center in Philadelphia. 
Rodman was not able to recover the ball on the play ("Reuters photo) 
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went 0-7 against Houston 
last year, including a three- 
game sweep in the playoffs, 
finished 3-1 against the 
Rockets this season. 

• Celtics 78, Cavaliers 
71: In Boston. Rick Pitino 
missed the game and his 
two best players, Antoine 
Walker and Ron Mercer, 
kept missing shots, but 
Boston still beat Cleveland. 

Pitino. suffering from a 
stomach ailment, wasn’t on 
the sidelines for the first 
time since becoming coach 
last May. His assistant. Jim 
O’Brien, took over. 

Walker and Mercer each 
missed 13 of 19 shots, 
although Walker led the 
Celtics with 17 points and 
Mercer had 12. 


Chicago Bulls* Ron Harper IL) steals the ball away from Philadelphia 76ers* Allen 
Iverson during the first quarter of their NBA game at the CoreStates Center in 
Philadelphia (Reuters photo) * 


four-game season series 
against Charlotte. 

Steve Smith scored 27 
points, Alan Henderson had 
25 and Mookie Blaylock 20. 

The teams will meet again 
Thursday night in Game 1 
of the best-of-5 first round, 
the only remaining issue 
being where it will begin. 
The Hawks (49-32) are one 
same behind the Hornets 
(50-31). 

• Wizards 97. Heat 89: In 
Miami. Washington stayed 
alive in the playoff race for 
at least another day as Chris 
Whitney sank four free 
throws in the final 92 sec- 
onds to help stave off a 
Miami rally. 

Combined with New 


ished with 19 points and 
Horace Gram had 13 for the 
Magic. 

• Pistons 108, Bucks 102: 
In Auburn Hills. Michigan. 
Grant Hill had 31 points, 12 
rebounds and nine assists to 
lead Detroit over 
Milwaukee. 

Detroit also got 27 points 
from Jerry Stackhouse, 
while former Piston 
Michael Curry had a career- 
high 25 points for 
Milwaukee. Ray Allen also 

had 25 and Armon Gilliam 
n 

• Pacers 107, Raptors 98: 
In Indianapolis. Dale Davis 
had 20 points and reserve 
Jalen Rose 19 as Indiana 
won its seventh straight. 


Rik Smits continued' to 
show his ailing feet were 
improving by contributing 
17 points, his highest pro- 
duction since ending a 
seven-game absence four 
games ago. 

• Timberwolves 102, 
Rockets 95: In 

Minneapolis. the 

Timberwolves solidified the 
order of the final two play- 
off spots in the Western 
Conference, clinching sev- 
enth place with a victory 
over eighth-seeded 

Houston. 

Kevin Garnett had 20 
points and 10 rebounds to 
lead the Wolves in their 
final regular-season home 
game. Minnesota, which 


• Jazz 102, Suns 99: In 
Phoenix. Arizona, the Utah 
Jazz clinched homecoun 
advantage throughout the 
playoffs with a victory* that 
snapped the Suns’ 10-game 
winning streak. 

Karl Malone scored 29 
points and - grabbed nine 
rebounds. Byron Russell 
matched his season-high 
with 21 points off the bench 
and made three free throws 
in the final minute to help 
secure the victory. 

Utah and Chicago can 
both finish with 62-20 
records if the Jazz lose 
Sunday and the Bulls win 
Saturday, but Utah has the 
tiebreaker edge from win- 
ning the season series 2-0. 

The Jazz have won 32 of 
their last 36 games. 

• Lakers 124, Mavericks 

95: In Inglewood. 

California. Shaquille 
O'Neal scored 43 points as 
the Lakers earned its 60th 
victory and moved into a tie 
with the Mavericks for first 


place in the Pacific- 
Division. 

The victory gave Los 
Angeles its ninth 60-win 
season since moving to Los 
Angeles in 1960-61, and put 
them a season-high - 39 
games over .500 with one 
game left Sunday. 

Michael Finley scored 31 
points and Hubert Davis 
added 21 for the Mavericks, 
who concluded their eighth 
consecutive losing season 
with eight losses in their last 
nine games. 

• Nuggets 109, Blazers 
101: In Denver. Anthony 
Goldwire scored a career- 
high 22 points on 8-of-8 
shooting as Denver won its 
home finale. 

LaPhonso Ellis also had 
22 points and Cory 
Alexander added 17 and a 
career-high 12 assists for 
the Nuggets (11-70). who 
beat the Blazers for the sec- 
ond time this season. 

The Los Angeles Clippers, 
in last place in the Pacific 
Division, aie the .only other 
team to lose more than once 
‘ to Denver. ‘ : ' 
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• Spurs 89, SuperSonics 
87: In Seattle, the Spurs 
knocked the SuperSonics 
into a tie for the Pacific 
Division lead behind David 
Robinson, who returned 
after a three-game absence, 
and Tim Duncan. 

Duncan had 31 points and 
1 1 rebounds and Robinson, 
who missed three games 
after being knocked uncon- 
scious by Karl vMalone’s 
elbow, scored 2 £. k- 
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It was just the thizd.victo- 
ry for the Spurs in 13 games 
against Seattle, Los Angeles 
and Utah — the top three 
teams in the West. 
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National League 
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Chicago Cubs 

Ny Mets 
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American League 
Boston 3 

NY Yankees 
Toronto 
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Cleveland 

Detroit 

White Sotf 

Minnesota 

Baltimore 

Tampa Bay 

Oakland 


2 (10 Innings) 


English League 
Division One 
Middlesbrough 1 


French League 
Metz 3 

Cannes 0 



Minnesota 

102 

Houston 

95 

Denver 109 

Portland 

1 101 - 

San Antonio 

89 

Seattle 

87 

LA Lakers 
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95 
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NHL 

Calgary 

4 

Vancouver 

2 


Manchester City 
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NBA 

Boston 

Atlanta 

Washington 

Orlando 

Chicago 

Detroit 
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German League 
Duisburg 2 
Werder Bremen 3 
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Barcelona ATP quarterfinals 

Albeno Berasaiegui (Spa *7) bt Yevgeni Kafelnikov 
54. 6-4 • - 

Andrea Gaudenzi (Ita) bt Sergi Bruguera (Spa x8j ' 

3-6. 6-2. 6-3 rj ^'35SfB 
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GALLERIA 2 


The biggest cinema production , ISMAIL1A RAYEH GAI 


TITANIC 


- KAMANANA 

She* n: IZ:?0. 3:?0. 6.30. 8:30. IO. 30 


ABDOUN 


GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC 


in 


Shows: 12:00. 3:00. 7:00. 
10:30 p.m. 


Adeilmam &Yusra 

RISALA ILAAL VVALI 

Shows: 12:30. 3 ' 30.7:00. 9:00. 1 1:00 


Shows: 11:00.2:00.5:15. 
8:30. 12:00 


TEL. 


CINEMA 

k GALLERIA! 


5954793 ^ ^ 
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ABDOUN 


GRAND OPENING 


TITANIC 


Shows: 3:30, 7:00, 10:30 
The film is also m o r 12:00 a.m. on 
Wednesdays, Thursday; and Fridays 
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I^ian 1 )hres’IhE*e 
TEL: '4625155 


STARING APRIL 6TR 

Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jordanian 

Starring His ham Yanes. Amal 
Dabbas, Rania Kurdi and the group 


u 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations call: 4640155, 
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